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Mr, McLELAN, Itisa very difficult mattor in a multi-
tude of applications that come in for lights, buoys and fog
whistles, to make a selection and keep within the sum that
you have reasonably asked Parliament to grant in any oze
year. This paper is in the hands of the printer, but it has
not yet boen completed, I will bring itdownon Wednesday,
and full discussion can take place on Concurrence.

Mr. BAKER. T can fully dnderstand theé difficalty ex-
perienced in discriminating botween the various claims
made. I would, however, be failing in my duty if I failed
to bring before the Minister the fact that in the opinion of
thé whole Maritime population of British' Colunibia a light-
house is réquired on the easte¢rn point of Saturria Island. I

trust when the Minister arranges for the distribution of the |

$10,000 he will give this matter every consideration.

Mr. DAVIES. Does this amourt cover lund expropriated
for lighthouses ?

Mr. McLELAN. Yes,

Mr, DAVIES., I desirotodraw the Mitistor’s attention
to a case of hardship which occurred in Prince Edward
Island. A piece of land baving a fronfage of 11} chains
was taken from the firm of Rodger Campbell for lighthouse
purposes, he being induced to give it for a nominal sum on
the representation being made to him that he was eligible
for recommendation’ 1o the appointment of lighthouse
keeper. . Whon his nanié was forwidrded to Ottawa, it was
found that he wag D?“»d thé age, and the Minister had no
option but to rofusé his réquest, Then Campbell sought to
have his offer withdrawn, or to be paid the real value of his
land. He has rade & numbei of applications, simply
agking t6 have the value of the sité assessed by any respect-
able man whoni thé Minister chovsts to'appoint, Campbell
is'a most respéctablé mahn.
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Sir RICHARD CARTWRIGHT. How many signal
stations are in operation, and how is the service conducted ?

Mr. McLELA'N. The signal servico has been used during
the past season: first; for reporting the condition of the ice
in spring, which information'is telegraphed to points of call
and is cubled to Liverpool ; and gecond, to report vessels in-
ward and outward as théy pass the Guilf.

Mr. McNEILL. No doubt thé signal service has been a
great bonofit to thé country. 1t is most important that we
should have a signal station established at Manitowaning,
the gateway botween Georgian Bay and Lake Huron.

Sir RECHARD CARTWRIGHT. DPerbaps the Minister
would ttate the number of stations.

Mr. McLELAN. I caonot give the cxact number, but
almost all the lighthouse keepers along the gulf and coast
are engaged in this work aud receive an allowance yearly.
Tien there is a superintendent at Quebec who receivesthese
reports, and gends thour to the points-where they aro desired.
There must be about oné hundred officers engaged in this
sorvico. L
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Sir RICHARD CARTWRIGHT. I notioo thatthére iSd

considerable increase in connection with' thie fish- Hatéheries;
and perhaps the hon. gentleman would state what he fints,
gonerally, is the resultof thisvery considerdble expenditars.
I know that there was some doubt on the part of those who
profess to be experienced in these mattors whether the
oxpenditure of this large sum was productiveof much' gobd,
snd whether more good would not be got in the way of
developing our fisheries, in seeing that fish were not
.destroyed during the spawning season, and- that the close
-geason was gerorally observed, than by the sum devotett to
fish-breeding. [’crihaps the hon, gentleman will state his
-opinion on the subject.
Mr. McLELAN. My own opinion is that fith breédinyg is
-capable of being made a great success. I have beer giving
‘attention to the returns of salmon fishing, fromr the lower
' Provinces more particularly, and I find this-result : Thatin
all the rivers in which we have béen placing young fry the
'supply of fish has either beén maintdined or increased,
- whilst in the rivers in which we havé placed .no. % and
‘more particularly on the northern coasts of the St. Lawrénge
there has been a great decrease in the catch of salmon, The
increase last year in the Restigouche, where we had placed
‘these fry, was particularly marked. Hon géntlemen will
bear in mind that with the increage in population, d4ad with
the increase of appliances for destroying fish, it iy véry
difficult in any river or lake to kéep it supplied with fish,
and that considering all the destructive appliarices that aro
used, if we aro ablo to maiutain the supply we are déing a
good deal, becauee we find where tho fishermen aro left to
themselves they scon clear out a river or lake.

Mr, HACKETT. The quostion of the presérvation of tho
fisheries for the people of Canada is one of great i ance,
I would say that I have no objection to the rématlés of the
Minister so far as the inland rivers and lake fishiériés are
concerned ; but I think the coast fisheries are being-rapidly
depleted by the use of the apparatus of mavhiwe called a
trap, which is set round the coast for tHe purpvis of captur-
ing fish. On the coast of Prince, Edward lsland we have
had small experience in that regard. But we have had'some
of theso traps, and the experience thus far has shown that if
continued they will ultimately resultin the destruction of
these fisheries. 1 think some steps shoiild be taken to pre-
vent those traps being used, unless on headiands or outeide
the spawning grounds of the fish, Gentlemén who are
acquinted with the habits of the fish Know that they come
around capes, and bays, and estuaries, of the-coast, and deposit
their eggs, and that these traps are set on those spawning
grounds, and the result will bé that in a few years they
will bo destroyed, and the fishermen will not be able to
follow the occupation which they have had for many years.
I hope the hon. gentleman will take steps to- prévent the
use of these traps, because I belieye the result of their gen-
eral use will be as I have stated. Wé find that in the Untted
States, where they have had larger exporiéned than théy
have in Canada, the result has been that the coast fidhéries
have almost been totally destroyed, and the peéple’ 6f the
United States have been at great expense for the purpese of
restoring those fisheries. So far, the moans resorted to have
been found inadequate to restoré thio coast fisheries of the
United States. With regard to Prince Edward Island, it
will resuit detrimentally to the interésts of the' psople of the
Island if these fish traps, which dre the Wworst kind of
apparatus for captiring fish, ave to be continued; 4id X ﬁj;?“
somo steps will be taken by whith this mods of fishioy witt
not be increased but curtailed in the future.

Mr. McISAAC. I quite agree with the hom member
who has spoken, that the proper protection of rivers, and
the removal of obstructions, sich as dams, are he best
: means for preserving and propagating our fisheries. Very




