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in the Constitution to grant them such
powers ; but, if, on the other hand, they
were instructed to investigate and ascer-
tain where the boundarv line between
Ontario and the territories of the Do-
minion really was, tbey had certainly
fallen into error. Ontario had just as
good a claim to the plains of the Sas-
katchewan, as she had to at least a great
part of the territory awarded by the
arbitrators. They had two very im-
portant points to ascertain, and on these
two points the whole question hinged.
The first was as to the western boundary
of the old Province of Quebec, previous
to 178J ; and the next, to say where the
southern boiundary of the territories of
the Merchant Adventurers of England
trading to Hudson's Bay was. The
Donin ion Governnent claimel that the
Quebee Act, that vas, the Imperial Act
of 1774 (14 George III), established
the western boundary of the old Province
of Quebec. By that Act, the boundary
was described as running northward from
the point of junction of the Ohio and
Mississippi, and the Dominion Govern-
ment held that the word " northward,"
as there used, meant due north. This
was also the view which the Judges of the
Quebec Courts took in 1818. But Gtario
objected to the word "northward" as
being indefinite, and claimed that the
proper construction to put on that part
of the Act was that " northward" meant
north-westward along the Mississippi;
and in the Commission of 1774, to Sir
Guy Carleton, then Governor of the
Province, the western boundary was de-
scribed as running northward along the
east bank of the Mississippi, to the terri-
tories of the Merchant A dventurers of
England, trading to Hudson Bay.
This clearly brought the terri-
tories of the Hudson Bay Company
to the Mississippi, or, in other
words, to about the 47th parallel of
north latitu'e. But, if the Hudson Bay
Company's territories came so far south,
Ontario wouid be cut off from the North-
West altogether. The writers on the
part of Ontario derided the decision of
the Quebec Judges, as to the meaning to
be attached to the word "northward"
in the Act of 1774 ; but, in the Acts,treaties and commissions of those days,northward and westward were sometimes
used to designate true north and due

west. In the treaty respecting the Ore-
gon bondary, the expression " west-
ward" along the 49th parallel was used,
instead of the words " due west," and in
another treaty the -words " (lue western
course" were used to desicnate a due
west line. Terms of the sane kind
occurred in the recent award of the arbi-
trators, wlere they used the words, " a
true meridional line drawn northerly," so
that there did not seem to be anything
-very unreasonable in construing the word

ncorthward," in the Act of 1774, as
eanin due north, more especiaily in

view of other facts bearing on the matter.
The writers for Ontario iad made good
the fact that the Canada of the Frencli
extended to the Rocky Mountains, at
least; but thev ad failed to show that
the whole of French Canada was included
in the old Province of Quebec as consti-
tuted by the Act of 1774 ; and it was
reasonable to believe that the western
sections were considered rather as depend-
encies than as parts of the Province.
They alwavs referred to a proclamation,
issued by General Clark, in 1791. when
acting as Governor during Lord Dorches-
ter's absence, in which Upper Canada
was described as ernbracing the whole of
the western regions to the utmost extent
of the country known as Canada ; but
they ignored Governor-General Lord Dor-
chester's proclamation of a few weeks'
previous date, in which the Order in
Council, based on the Act of 1791, was
cited, and in which Upper Canada was
described as extending only to the western
limit of the former Province of Quebec.
In considering the subject of the west-
ern boundaries of Ontario, the Act of
[l03 (43 GeGrge III) should always be
kept in view. It was passed to provide
for the maintenance of order in a district
which, in the preamble, was described as
being in no Province whatever. The
disturbed district, for which this Act was
specially passed, extended fr9m Fort Wil-
liam and Lake Superior to Lake Winnipeg
and Red River. If, therefore, this district
was bevond the territories and jurisdic-
tion of Upper Canada in 1803, how
could it be within the Province of On-
tario now 1 The Judges of Quebec, in
giving their decision in the De Reinhard
case, were, in a great measure, guided by
the Act of 1803. The award, Le be-
lieved, Lad to be confirmed by Act of
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