
DEFINITION OF VIOLENCE AGAINST WOMEN

The definition of violence against women that has informed the Committee’s thinking 
throughout this report is borrowed from the Brief entitled Male Violence Against Women: 
The Brutal Face of Inequality, which was submitted to the Committee by the Canadian 
Advisory Council on the Status of Women.

Violence against women is a multifaceted problem which encompasses physical, 
psychological, and economic violations of women which is integrally linked to the 
social/economic/political structures, values, and policies that silence women in our society, 
support gender-based discrimination, and maintain women's inequality.

This definition relates the abuse of women to their unequal status in our society and 
to societal beliefs, attitudes and values that condone violence against women. It is the 
view of the Committee that conceptualizing violence against women in this way leads to 
the inevitable conclusion that effective solutions to the problem must involve altering the 
status of women and traditional values that structure gender relations.
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