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matters. However, there is a separate Security Court, which has
jurisdiction over issues of a political nature.

The service clealing with investigations and legal proceedings, known as
the Public Prosecutor's Office or Public Ministry (Parquet or Ministère
public), is organized within a structure paralleling that of the courts. Thus
the Public Prosecutor's Office has 12 regional offices at the level of the
prefectures, each composed of a prosecutor, deputies known as
'substitutes' or officers of the Public Ministry (officiers du Ministère public-
OMPs) and judicial police inspectors (inspecteurs de police judiciaire-
lPJs). The IPJs represent the Public Prosecutor's Office at commune level.
Each appeal court has a corresponding public prosecutor. Up until the
creation of the Public Prosecutor's Office attached to the Supreme Court in
1995, the whole edifice was crowned by the Prosecutor General attached
to the Court of Final Appeal.

Generally speaking, the justice systemn prior to 1994 did not function very
well. The quality of its work was seniously impaired by the lack of fully
qualified magistrates. Out of some 600 magistrates, only one in f'ifty held a
law degree. ln addition, the judicial institution was heavily corrupt and
dependent on the good will of the govemrment, which used it as a political
tool.2

Magistrates were restricted in a number of ways that considerably reduced
their ability to operate independently. Their careers and their postings
dependeci entirely on the govemment. The Prefectural Security Councils
(Conseils de sécurité préfectoraux), set up in 1987, brought the prefectural
administrative and iudicial authorities under the control of the prefects


