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Plaque to Heredia at Niagara Falls, installed 1989

Few Canadians know that one of the greatest poems
in Latin American literature was written by a Cuban
in honour of Canada's most famous landmark. In
contrast, every Cuban sohool child knows that the

Oda ai Nia gara was written in 1824 by Cuba's f irst
great poet, José Maria Heredia. His ode, and the

cataracts which inspired it, have provided a natural
magnet for Cubans visiting Canada. In 1915, the
great Cuban society photographer Joaquin Blez pho-

tographed Niagara's Horseshoe Falls from the
Canadian side - perhaps the first known
photograph taken in Canada by a
Cuban. In 1955 the Cuban Boy Scouts
Association installed a bronze plaque at
the falis to commemorate Heredia. In
1989, the Cuban government commis-
sioned a fine bronze bas relief to
replace the earlier plaque with Heredia'ý
profile and a fragment of his ode. It waý
installed at the crest of the falîs - in
exactly the spot where Blez had taken
his photograph over 70 years before.
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