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TIIE CONCEPTION OF.A FRENCII-SPEAKI'NG COMMUNITY

The following excerpts are from a recent address particular-1y in the cultural and related fields, with

bY the Secretary of Staie xternal Afl«irs, those countries wb.ich, like Canada, share the heri-

&Ir- Paul Martin, ai the Banquet of the Governors of tage of the French language and culture.

the Junior. chamber of Commeme of the District of It is the policy of the Canadien Govemment ta

kontreal: 
1 expression, in its international. relations, ta

... Among the vatious aspects of, foreign policy the biliaggal and- bicultuXal char'acter of out country.

ýefth which the Canadien Govemment is currenýly The development. of out ties with the 'Francophone'

týcerned there -is one. ta which it is particularly countries,, which We have pursued v1gorously over the

pathetic. "La Fxancophoni«el' - the conception lest few years, represents a: new and.valuable dimen-

1-a French-speaking communitY-.- 81ca0f Çanadian diplomacy. We wish more, particularly

But what does «'La Francophonie" mean'ý Pet- ta perficipateactively in any effort ta find en effec-

4a tJýe best explanation has been gî, ven by President tive'frîýew0rk. fat further co-operation among « Frgn.

Senghor r2f Senegag, e thin-ks of it as an: intellectuel cophSe'. States

spirituel ç0mmunity ýo.f all the countries which

have FrencÉ as a national or officiel 14nguage or INTENSIF IED A CTIVITIES

wýere it is currently spoken, The ýaiM is ta bring Our bilateral relations have developed parUcularly

cIGOet together those countries which, through the wiih France. The visit whi.ch the Prime Minister and

pMnçh language, share a cultural heritage and have 1 made ta France in jîMuary 1964, was a turning-

fextaj ways, of tho ght and action, of lookiniL et point, ..On this occasion, 0eneral. de Gaulle and

Dpwgema and. of solVing them.Ân common. Mr. Pe-47son ý%reed on the principles of broad co-

The conception, ig cultural and linguistic. eýjqn at betwSn the two countries.

MQve ail if is a recognitipn. of thé nchnéos the Exchang",.bétween the two couctrïee were &Mt1y

ý4i4ge which e havo in common ; wi .th nearly , 1.50 BtÎmulated- au a reqult. There has, be": pe#odic -cou-

lion. people living in more.. 'thEýn. 25 couafries two govemments.since thon

out the worl triez, like us, afe Colicpeining, ffl, bilateral intereets. and intemamal

A, n 41ffl aot only to,.preserve.ýtb1-g heritalpe but to q'ýn"3g1taq' have with the
*n te uni rit #îïtM-iA,ý t on W"

4,ýýop it. They realixe todeythat theY c du 19 cW t4ree tîmM a year, ý 1

if they do it togother. MStw4h my aod COUeEtgtM:Ml. COUVe

X-1.4 a French-speakins country, thanU, tg one of deMurville. Fmm time.twume, " r ministffl of the
ivip cdfiéipl two: r-g*veSMents.

ýgreat cultures and one of.'its 4ve. exckan4ed visjts t4b. discuu

",gpmaeg. Cangde »ught ta elcfflý týiq jààs ýprobýý&ýpf migtual, interest. There have 4W.been

ýl spoke on -thýs subject.. In,.the. HOusi 4 Afflemus Mee, ýÙffl -b«,W Qffici ale. 1 #WýÏ1d. glào

ç)p actobe' 24 1 t year tko, ctîvù1eý oe », ý Ft
ci . . - 1 Il . ;0

di ent tully,$.U.P.PPr>. mem" Aue ciûti0n..YêIýà, stnou. itii..Cnwktion a

of developing closer links and iiore exýh*ffl8# yeur aý:has hel,& Me«4gs,,' Mý

(Over)


