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1. The urgency of concluding an cffective ban on chemical weaporr hac -increaced
in recent months in the light of persistent reports regarding the use of

chemical weapons in Afghanistan and certain other regions of the world. Several.
statements have been made in the Committee on this subject. Pakictan initially
refrained from commenting on the matter because of its desire to avoid
exacerbating the- a*rcadv charged political atmosphere in the Committee.  However,
the circulation of document CD/J), transmitiing a telegram from the so-called:
"Deputy Minister for Foreigh Affairs" of the present imposed regime in Kabul,

and some of the <tatementg which-vere nade to defend this cocumenb, obligeéa
Pakicztan 1o expresh 1t~ v1ev~ on the subject.

2. Tor some tlme now, persictent reports have emanated from refugees ‘coming
from Afghanistan, and some of thece have apnea¢ed in the world press, about

the use of chemical toxic agents agalnu the civilien population of Afghanistan
and against the Afghan nationalict reciztance. It has beenh asserted that thece
reports are "fabrlcatlonﬂ“, or that, at best, there is no "conclusive prooi"

Az yet, there may be no “conchﬁlve proof”-that lethal chemical weapone have
been uced ‘in Afghaniztan. ~However, from all that ic lmowm, it appears that

some kinds of chemical toxic agents have been used in Afghanistan against the
civilian population and Hujahedean alilie. 1In this report a particularly
dicturbing report appeared in the French newscpaper "Le londe", of 27 March 193C.

5. Although it remains to be eztabliched that lethal .chemical weapons have been
uced in Afghanistan, even less toxic "uo"tance_, vhich may ve non-lethal if used
in certain quantities, could become lethal if utilized in concentrated forms ox
against people who have no protection a*aingt such chemical agentz. And, as the
reprecentative of Swveden stated on 24 &pril 1979 in the Committee on Disarmament,
"launching attacks with incapacitating agents and irritants in var is by most
countries concidered to be prchibited by the Geneva Protocol of 1925",

Lo In this context, the assertion emanating from the Kabul regine, reflected
in document CD/89, that “subverzive bands" have uzed "lethal chemical weapona"
given to them "from outside of the country", appears to be a patent concoction
designed to rhift attention from the particularly brutal manner in vhich the
Afghan patriotle are being supprecsed. llore disturbingly, this is considered by
come to be an ex-post-facto attempt to justify the use of chemical weapons
againet the Afghan population. '
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