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^Tié^rs of the Go elnraent of Palcistan c:ubni tted in
response to the circulation of document CD T"9

1. The urCency of concluding an effective ban on chemical weapoir has i nc-reaoed
in recent month;, in the liGht of persistent reports regarding the use of
chemical weapons in Afghanistan and certain other reGions of the world. Several .
statements have been made in the Commit,tee on this subject. Paki-ctan initially
refrâined from commenting on the matter because of its desire to avoid
exacerbating'the - alread^r charged political atmos_^here in the CoLUmi ttee. Ilot^rever,
the circulation 'of document CD/09, transmittinn, a teleC;ram from the so-called
"Deputy Minister for Pôrei^n Aîfaire" of the present imposed re^ir:^e in I^aD ul,
and some of the stater.ierits ti.rhich-were riade to defend this docur.ient, o'oliGéd
Pakistan to e-.,-press its viërrs on the subject.

2. For some time now, persistent reports have emanâted from refu^ees comin^
from Afghânistan, and :one of these have appeared in the world prés-s, about
the use of chemical to;:ic agents aCainst the civilian population of Afghanistan
and, against the Afghan na'tïonali st . i esi,eta:zce . It has been asserted that these
reports are "fabrication.,", or that, at best, there is no "conclusive prooi".
Az yet, there may be no `conclvcive proof" that lethal chemical rreapon-- have
been used in Afghanistari. 'However, from all that is :,cnotr^_n, it appear.s that
some Icinds of chemical toxic aSents have been used in Afghanistan aGainst the
civilian population and Ilujahedeen aliLe. In this report a particularly
disturbing report appeared in the French newspa-per "Le I-Ioncle", of 27 March 19C.)G.

3. A7.though it remains to be eotablished that lethal chemical weanons have been
used in Afghanistan, even less to,:i c cubstances, which 17ay be non-lethal if used
in certain cluantitieti, could become lethal if utilized in concentrated forrls or
against people who have no protection against such chemical aEent:.. And, as the
repre,sentative of Sweden stated on 24. :pril 1979 in the Conmittee on Disarmament,
"launching attacha with incapacitatinL agents and irritants in war is by most
countries considered to be 1orohibited by the Geneva Protocol of 1925"-

L; In this conte..t, the assertion enanatin^ from the Kabul re^;ir_le, reflected
in document CD/009, that "subvercive âand-o" have used "lethal cher7ical rreapona"
given to them "from outside of the country", appears to be a patent concoction
designed to shift attention from the 1articularly brutal manner in which the
Afghan patriots are beinG suppressed. Hore c]istLU'ainGly, this is considered by
some to be an e.-post-facto attempt to juctify the use of chemical weapons
a6^,ainst the Afghan population.
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