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HOUSING
GFO. PHELPS, Secretary Toronto Housing Association.*

the present time the question of housing is of interest
)f us as citizens, but is o! more particular intereat to
pal Engineers and those dealing with transportation
ns and manufacturing.
m an engineering sta-ndpoint our housing methods are
amical. People are allo'wed to buiki whero and hciw
rdli and tremendous sumsof money are often waisted
ing with public u gtilities, large areas which have only a
and scattered population. It is very necessaTy for

,i, -- nQt1int fleorp ,hc)ilc hp. devised a Drouer sys-

The writer's experience as a pur-chaser from the Housing
Commission will illustrate the need of such a playground.
Purchasers were allowed to occupy the houses for a f ew
months Cforie they were coinpleted. The fonces hetween
the lo~ts were about the last things to ha coxupleted, and the
ehidlren consequently had the Irun of practically the whole
bloQk as a playground. Naturally, this would not ha fully
ývppreciated by an enthusiastie gardener, especially i-f le had
no children of his own, but from thre children's standpoint it
was splended, and it was delightfiil to see fheir freedomr,
goo'd friendship, and the niee way they ail played together.
Thre parents t-oo me-t easily and exchanrged visits across the
lots and in a very short tirne there sprang up the begiiuning
of a true corniunity spirit. Thon the f inishi oif the work
carne. Picket fences were put up between the lots, the f eel-
ings of mutual interest and responsibillty were nipped off
short, the street b-caino the only common meeting ground and
the only playground, the occupants of thre hanses are no.w
merely a 'n aggregaiMn of individuals, instead of a corn-
munity, and the generaI appearance of the gardens is rather
that of a lot of cattle Dens.
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