
TUE CITY 0F QUEBEC.

011e of thie most interesting and instructive ad-
dresses delivered before the Canadian Municipal
Union Convention was on the history and admini-
stration of the City of Quebec by Dr. J. B. Chouin-

ýard, C.M.G.; who for tËirty years has officiated as
City Clerk. Gifted beyond the average man in the
literature of his native city, Mr. Chouinard charm-
ed his audienee with early reoollecti-ons of the dis-
triet, its governmenit and its aspirations. To those
who came from the new cities of the West his
chronicles of the old city were veritable delvings
into the past, nevertheless bis descriptions of the
working of ýthe administration during thle last de-
cade eonvinced his audience that thougli the city of
Quebec is over 400 years old, its citizens have a-lie--
ly sense of modern conditions, and know how to
utilize them to their advantage.
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METERING CITY WATER.

In 1908, 49 per cent of the services in the city of Omaha
werer metered. In 1919, 91 per cent were metered and, if
the cîty services and unused services are deducted, .98 per
cent were xnetered.

In the year 1908, the city pumped 6,144 million gallonsof
water. In 1919, although the population' had -increased to
about 199,000, as compared with 145,000 in' 1908, *the con-

supinha only increased. to 7,616 million gallons. Had
the consumption neot been fully.metered, It would probably
have been at least -10,000 million gallons, or 30 per cent
gýreater5than it actually was. This increaBed consumption
would have necessitated addltional pumps, new and larger
mai, greater expenditure for upkeep and maintenance,
and larger sewers to carry off the extra water.

The Omaha consumption Is unusually high for a meter-
ed service, but this is due to theý large use of water by
the stock yards and packlng.houses which accounts for 36
gallons'per head 0f population of the total consumption
of 107 gallons.

The Omaha consumption of 107 gallons per headl per day
maY be compared wlth the consumption in Ottawa o! 175
gallons per heaci.

MOVING HOUSES TO IMPROVEMENTS.

Calgary bas a new p)lan of assessment, uinder wlchçý
much of the surroundîng land heretofore lying sterile,
OWing to its subdivision Lito bunlding lots far in advance
Of requirements, will be constituted an agricultural belt,
and will be assessed as such. While this assessment basis
is operative no local improvements will be instituted., Con-
s4equently, many bouses, built on outlying lots can have no
hope o! securlng municipal conveniences for years. This
condition is creating a house-noving boom. The Calgary
Hlerald estimates that upwards o! 200 bouses wlll be nioved
into the improvement area withi!i the present season.

PROTEGTING RESIDENTIAL AREAS.

The following advertisement recently aPpeared in a Ha-
lifax paper :

"Notice is hereby given, that application has been macle
te the Building Inspector by the under-signed for permis-
sion to ereet a shop on west side of Elm street between
Chebucto road and Oak street. .Any person objecting to
the orection of this building within the resldential district,
should Iodge a copy of sald obJections *with the Buildting
Inspecter. Citv Hall."
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