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An Opportunity for, the Municipal Officers of Canada
N112-ZEST B. ROBERTS (The Canada Food Board Ottawa.)

', I shahl be the duty of each Municipality ln
c'anada to e'uforce this regulation within its muni-
cipal iîmitsý"

Thla t ro~gulation. front (Jrder lut Council Ne. 59l7, iis

frined lu ilhese wor(I: "TJie wilfuil xvaste of any food or
food productas wlîere sucb %wte resuits fro)m crl5f~
or front ilie manner of toaethereof, is hiereby, pro-
hilbitedl." fin a special and specific way,. therefore, each
inemijet ui" a mutnicipa;l l)ody, pid( or unjpajid, is miade.a

pol icemain l ca ,,lrry \out the' orders ut the Voodi Boa rd. On,
tielit iiudi\iduajl initë-irretationi of the scope ot *'dutyý" in
tlite preen isiS wilI depend the thruhns ith Nwlîichl
Lhuy -ee th;tl anste Is stopped. It iniust bqu the. effort of
0Ilto h thîuk lear ut ail that is here' jnlIvei tii

risie moral tonu of ouir municiipalities. Thsis a per'-
sualobigtin;il is a mloral thting, audj( thierefore1 cantiri

wuecpd cannot lae shifted or dele(gated to others.

'11w Order- la nul a arie lightl.ý written on paper. Tt
ta ni distinct, well-ponidered wa esue t is nut of,
local ;]lm: It is c1early dlefinepd in the words "each Muftnt-
cipalityv in Canada"; it runis fromt coat lu cuasit; it bears
alile ini the, olcier settlements of Ne ruinswick as ln
the uiewer farm lands 0f niorthierni AibeLrta. in eachi it alms
a1Lt Oie sarme tlinrg -the mnakinig ot oif D)omiinioni share in
thie wari lu Hurope most effiectiVe lin the way deflnitelY
learned liy the DomllinlionI Goeum- 'o moat usefili,
The suipply of foo(ds for, the flghtingý armies is, atter tUicl
enirolling of men for thant army«,- the mos"t vijtal war1 micas-
uire Canada eau] take UT) iu 1918.

Snethe MiiayServic-e Act wais passed lias thiere ilot
seemed lu ho ai 11111e slcetglu voluullary- effort lu
Canada? We appear to haiVe luilIed ourselves lutu the be-
lepf that ouir dluty han been done lin t1int respect, and that
there remnains 11111e! else to dIo. "Ralplh Cunnor," last
Ju1yl« , spokte of tis drupping off as th, -takýing. ut a second
breaith." The Canada Food Board han since then fuuund
that enthunsiasm is nouep 1es prompt if riglitly directed.
The broad, mifdefined appeal to the patriotismn ufthOe whll)e
cuxu»muulty, was goud, but the rep)eated appeal hiad uatur-
aiIy to paîl with time. Su thlal Sectlonal appeals, with
d]efinitP schemes of workh oitlinped. were foiund to gîVe
best results in Food Board wor<. It milht be muentlufled
that lat the last two mlonths excellent resuljts have heen
atttained,( throog,,h the Board euli,.sting th(, ajid ot every' re-
tait lrhn l saaan fajr anS he cau hi reachied wtth
the, mPana at their disposaI. Mit ut the 5000retailerS ilu
lte Dominion over 30,000 are niow "giving s;omething"--
-4paee or time or wiindow display -to Fuod Board worlk.

Nuw mm.]] te same thing -oujld buý given l)y tilt muni-
eL-pal employees. They) could give their- symp;tth' aund
s;lpport to aIl that issues for lte conItrai) of our foiud re-
sources, for an>' ndditiop te our means ut fodprdti.
throuigb vacant lot or garden. Butt above ail theyý (7011d

marked degree in Canada that indefinite, invisible thing
we hrnow as 'public opinion" to acl as moral police. If
tîtuse above nod at little lapse" those, below are not slow
te noti[ce. In the samne way if the heads uf departments
set a tone those helo0w are 'îuick tu follow. This works fer
enormous good at, easily as for Incalculable evil. A right
direction given tu war effort-and food contrul is nothing
but a war measure, as necessary whelher we realize its
bearing or not asý shellmaking lu the Dominion- would
have enormous effect. This tas fullY uuiderstood by the
C'anada Foud Board. The. Order makîug it the "duty of
each municipality in Canada to enforce this regulatiun"
%%as rot framed by chance, but with a well-thought out
desigui to score the best that our prescrut social organi-
zaliion in the Dominion can give.

One of the muios curious outeumnes uf the execulive wurk
at the central offices of the Canada Food Board at Ot-
tawa is the incredibly heavy amounit ut added, aud, one
might add, uf unrequited, labour entailed through haviug
to devise meaus ut carryîng out Orders and ruies.that
were imperatively required if food conservation and pro-
duction were noi to be dead letters in the land. Had Canada
been policed, for instance, as Great' Britain, France or Bel-

iu weeve bfoethe trump of war, there would
still have been grealer difficulty lu ur scattered country
in enforciug mIles aud law%ýs to, which the, public badl been
accustumed. Iu our exisling social order, in a state of
gýrowth1 and incompletenens, the task has teice vastly
greater. The r'eal trouble andi an.xiety, was dite flot strict-
ly to food measureus, but tu somethlng allu-nde tu food pro-
pur--the ways and means of cairrylng food order-s into ef-
tect equiitably lu widely differlng parts of the Dominion
and Linder wldely' differing cireumstances. A book might,
fo>r instance, be w rltten (if huw the Food Board eventually,
1,3 a thousauid deviations, wan able to gel a fish supply
into central Caniada. Even the flax to majke the tinher-
meu-iis nets hadi to be impýorted under the aegis ut the
Buoard, asz aso sait tu sait them! It did nearly ail except
catch the fisit!

Thuts the enlisîmnent ut a nlew clansi. ut men, botIl in-
telligent sud techuically trainud for the work as munici-
paIl memburs and employýees are, is doubty welcomne lu the

Ioo Bard. Their collaboration wili be incalcuIabIyý, eas-
ier by the terms under whichli teir municipalities wili
beniefit byý vi gilanice. The virtue of patrlotism was neyer
su joied with direct advantage to our corporate bodies'.
Section 6 ut the Order lut Counicil reads:

"Weethe pruceedingas in anly case lu1 whicit
f inle is lmposed uinder the, authority of thiese regu-

lations are, instituited at the jinstance utf au>' muni-
ciltiy, or b>ý' an.y officer of a muniiclpalit>', thte
finie shahl be î.'aid lu the Ireasuirer ot such muni-
cipaMHLht> to be disposedl ut as th~e municipalily'
n¶aýy from bime to time direct. And where sush
Proceedings are instituted at the instance of, or
b>' any\ provincial officer, snich fine shll lie paid
to the provi nci al, treasutrer, lu be dlsposed ot asý
such treaisurer may from time lu lime direct."

Il on~ly remnains tu add thal thc fudivitinal le equailly
well protecîed fromt "thu nmall minc" byv Section 5, whilh
runs:-

Vol. XIV., No. 5


