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and 1 as flrmiy to the truth, but to no purpese. The influ.
ence of bis director unele snxcd for hl bis position, the
l1ane ives attached to me, and 1 %vas dIscharged, ferecd to

give up îny position and inove. Soute timie before this,
trusting fl the security of mly position, I bcd put aIl Our
little savings tegether and purchased a srnil flouse and lot in
thc pleesantest part of Our city. 1 lied horrowed f roul our
savings hank the suti ot two tliousand dollars, and placed a
mortgege for thet amount upen the place, belieiig thnt with
prudence and econoîny n'a should be ablc to rcpay and lift the
rnortgagc in dite course of time.

IlA piessant littie place it was, and much pîcasure 'vo teok
in fi. it up with flowvers and vines, unCTl it prescntcd a incot
attractivc appcarance, and te ourselves, at leest, ivas the very
perfection o! teste and home comfort. Now it niust ail lie
gîven up. This madIe the bloîv doubi>' hard, for n'here couid 1
obtaîn a position at ruy busines, with the knoivIcdge thet 1
had caused a ivreck ?i

"lNol 1 must giv'c it ail up, and commence at the foot, of
the ledder egein.

"The conipany, having decided to put in the wires and
open a station et C-, as a mecasure for guarding against
further trouble, î'ery kindi>' oficred the situation to 11ie. I
could but accept. Soon we were moicd inte our new quarters
-1 canîtot cal it a hiome-mn a modest bouse near uîy station.

IlDaly after day came and passed now, so mîieventually as

light knew no bounds as ha stood upon the plat! orm when the
beavy treiglits wnt roiling by, or the fast express, wlth a
rush and seranm of the îvhistlc, passed like a flash; and ho
wvould wvatch thena out o! sight îvith great round eyes, iaugh.
ing aîîd olapping bis hends îvith deliglit.

'«We uscd to n'atch hum in silence, mny wifc and 1, for elhe
otten Caine teosit with lui, and cheer nie by lier presence;
and thoughts et the opportunitias he would miss, and the
privilege ef scboolig ho wvouid lie debarred fremi by my luis.
fortune, were not caicn-.lated to inaka us checrf ul.

"«Ona beautitul stiuler day, whien 1 hed been some three
mnonthes at ny station, sittifng as usuel wetching and listening
et îiy - instruments, for want et something better to do, 1
beard the dlispatcher's office calling A-., heerd hi,îî answer,
followed liv ain order from the Office to '14 for special f reight
pessing east,' heerd tha repiy exaetly as the operator bail giî'en
it to ina on the day ot tlie nreek-15 for speelal f reight'-
then this order:
"'Te Condfucfor andf Eiiginer Spetiol Freight:

Il'1Yeu wvill flot leeve A- uintil special passenger train,
Fairfieid, conduotor, 1ias errived.'

"The speciai pessenger train referred to %w, as 1 kiien, for
1 had ]leurd it reported by %vire, cempesed of an engiua,
siiperintendent's private car, and directors' car, filied %Nit.h the

useiess thoughts, until 1 n'as dieturbed by the ontrance o! the
little boy, %vho liait been bîîsy at plasy outside. le came in
!il 111gh glec, excleiîuing: 'Papa! papa! train coming l'

Il'No, dear, îîot just yet. Weft litre minutes and then we
will sec thora go flying hy,' 1 answvered him %vith a smile,
knowing bei pleased lhe vould be to see the roslîing train.

"'No! now, papa, no%%,! 1 can sec the smoke--come eut,
<11110k! To piease bini 1 conîplieci, aîîd leoked up the line In
the directieon of thse approaclîing special, wbhieh bcd paasel
the iast station enst of nie, anîd inîîst îiow lie n'itliin five miles
of Our station.

"' That, thetwnay, psapa! Lookc through the trees-see?'
"I turiied, anîd saw rlsing abos'e the trles thse biack snioke

wlîich deiioted the approacb of a train. lit an instanut 1 n.
derstood thea situîationî. Tise freight wes approachhiig-te
f reiglit wivisel was ordarcd te remain at A- te cross the
passenger train. For a montent 1 n'as dazed, but oniy for a
moument, for 1 knew something mnuet lie donse, and tiiet qulck.
)y, te avert an en'ful catastrophe.

flBelow my station, semae hundred yards or su, round a
cure wisich bld it from siglit, ivas a switoh wliich opened
sîpon a side track running by the station for another huindred
yards, aîîd n'bioh would hold the freigbt, could I but reaeh
and open it before tise freight erris'ed there. But I must aime

nearly to des.
troy ail ambi.
tidn. Dutie,
therO werc rone
te speak of. My

tton was
what le termed
a «flag station.'

Trains nmade no
regular stop there, and wYhen an occasional paggengor
wished te take the train, a ver>' unusuai occurrence by the
way, my re<i flag b>' day, or red lîght at night, 'hauled
up' the desired train. 1 greîv despondent. Every da), 1 set
ln my littie den o! an office, listening te the business passing
upon the wire, business in wvhlch I took no active part, for
few, indeed, were the opportunities 1 had to open the wire.

"lThe littio boy was my almoet constant companion. lie
took great delight in the rural lite which we were ob]iged to
iead, grew s tout Vend broivn as r ny littIe rustic, and bis de.

stel) the passenger trahi for fear tise freight %votild not get on
iretinie.

"kushing into the station 1 grasped îny signal flags, put
thse blue in the proper place, buit net daring to trust to that
to stop them, for tsar the engineer, heving bis orders te mun
ipast my station, aîîd et the, blih rate of speed lie was eoiiing,
îîi-lht not sec it, I look the red flag and the boy i my amins,
and placing himn in thse mîiddle of the i>latfonîî, put tise flag
lu bis lîand$.
I Arthsur!' I oaidl sterni>', 'do mîst as papa say,, note, aîîd

iv wé 'ill Save the trains. Stand right here! Do net inoe ex-
cept te wai'e this flag, se!' giving himi the up-and-dewn mno.
tien. '«Veve it, îny brave bey, and do not stop til papa gets
back'

"lus blus eyes filhld 'itis tears at ns> maînser, and giving
hlmt a ki4s to reagsure hlm, 1 tumned and rai for thse switvh.
Could 1 reach It in tinse? 1 muet! 1 trust! Over the fies 1
rail for lite, for lii'es; for if the trains camne into collision at
that hlgli rate of speed, mny> ]ives niust lie sacriflced.

officers of tise road witlî their w'i'es, ail et n'bem had been *'O God! permîit me to reecis It db-st!' 1[cried.
down thse uine On a pleasuire trip to inspecut thse neW station andi "As I turned the curve I iookcd back et tise station. There
grounds at Our castern terminus, and n'ere now retumning thse little fellow stooci, just wbere I ha'f piaeed hlm, and the
with aIl haste, in eider to reach their bomeas in tisis city lie- flag, ycs! the fleg ivas wvaving, up andi down, up andi dowvn, as
fore dark. fast as tise stout lîttie ais could nuove it,.and wvay dowîî tbe

I lied licard the superintendent's telegrapbic request te Uine as fer as the eye could reach, 1 could se flic pecial pas-
tise dispatcher te give thei the rigist of Nvay as fer as practie- senger train conîing. Non' for It! Lookiîîg andi runniîîg
able, and hn. accordance with this inîstruction lhe was nlon' aheed again 1 sav the freiglît.
holding back the freight. "'Thank Ood! I shail reecli the switch I first,' 1 cried, ani

- 1 set idly watching tise epproach of the speciel, anti mark- rait on. l> s%'itcis ke' n'as eut o! nîy pocket as 1 rais, andi li
ing the quick time tse>' urere uieklng, as. the telegraphil re- mny isend. A monment more and tbe invitois was reacheti, and
ports, on 'e by oea, succeeded eech other, as the train passed the train one thousandt feet behinti ln the race fer lite. To
station aiter station-and still beinoaning my liard fate, Insert the ke>', unloek and thron' the rails upon thse sldlng,

"No miistakes this tinie, 1 thougbt, oui>' for ne Nvas the 111 n'as the work of an instanît.
luck reserved: for surel>' the operator et A- wvouid net, "Yes! 1 %vas discovereti b> thse engineer o! tise traîn-heafil
coulti net, comimit thse saine feuit twice. This tiîne there the sbrili %vhistle for tbe bimites, the danger signal, saw thé,
nwould be no poor assistent. to, attacu thse bjlaîîe te but the elîgine reversed, the braktenen seransbling over the tops et thse
chie! dispatcher. cars setting thse brakes, and knew ail was doue that could

Ill set there some tume 1flIIIed witl. these ungratefuil andi possihl>' ha dons te siaeken the speed of thse hievy train-


