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OUR LIBRARY TABlLE.

i'OLD AFTER SuPPER. By Jerome K. Jerome. Illustnated.r
New York : Henry HoIt and Company.1

Trhe introductory chapter of this gbostly book is as cleverP

and amusing as any part of it. t bas Il 96 or 97 " deligbt-
ful illustrations iy Kennetb M. Skeaping, which, added
Vo the pretty pint and good papen, make it vol-y attractive.t

t conveys a "lmoral," namely, that those who would sleep

in peace, untonînented by ghosts, sbould avoid snicb suppers
as that described iy Mn. Jerome. Tic cool courage of?

tie giost-seers is mucli o be admired, but not imitatcd,J
as it appears to be fnequently of Vie chanacter commonly
called "1Dutcb." The chapter containing "la pensonal I
explanaton " is good.

SARDIA : i& Story of Love. By Cora Linn Dan iels. Pnice

,50 cents. Boston.: Lee atid Sheppard. 1891.

Wben tic late Mn. Dickens read "Adam Bede," lie

exclaimed : IlIf tic writer o? that bbok is not a woman,
1 am one! " Mn. Dickens, in hs matter, saw more

clearly than inost. [t was noV every one who could sor

casily find out the sex of George Eliot. Thene is no suci f
diticulty in Vie present case. "lSardia" is, beyond aili

doubt, a woman's work ; and it partakes of the subjective,t
psycbological tendency of many modern novels. For ail

that, it is not at ait a bad story. Some parts of it seemn
o us a littIe improbable ; but, tien, tru',h is stranger tiant

fiction. Some of Vie incidents are a littie disagreeable,
andi sone are not so muci so as we expected thein Vo be.c

In spite of some drawbacks, bowever, we read the story
witb intereat from beginning to end.

FRANZ DELI'rZSCII : A Memtorial rilite. By Dr. S. T.
Curtisa. Price 3s. Edinburgli : T. and T. Clark
Toronto: McAinsb. 1891.

t was an excellent idca on the part of I)r. Curtiss, of -
Chbicago, o give us tuis short miemoir of bis iîonoured1
fricnd, the Iste Dr. Delitzsch, wiilst we are waiting fort
the more complete biograpiy wiicli will probably itot
appear for a year or two. No mian knew better how to

adjust the eliis of ortiodoxy and science Vian F>eitzscli
did, and tic record of is literai-y life may be wýt beforv
Biblical studcnts of ail ages as an exam pie wiich they

woultl do wll o imitate. Tbhiontflines of the great tiiebra
ist's life arc bore given witdî cane aîîd accuracy ; snd tic

autior bas furnisbed us witb an almost complete list of

bis wrtings. Every admirer of Dlitzsch--tiat is to Say,

every careful student of is writings--will welcome this
seasonable publication.

llow 'ro READ [SAIAIL By Bucianan Blake, B.D.
Ediîîburgb : T. and T. Clark ; Toronto : McAinsh.
189 1.

Every one, unless it l>e those wlîo know tic bistorical
books of Vie Old Testament almnost by licant, înust be

fauiliar with tic difficulties whiîcl beset the student of

tic writings of the Prophets. Mn. Blake bas donc well,
tierefore, in making ai) attempt o arrange Vie greater
part of tic Proplîccies of tsaiahinii chronologics 1 order,
introducing at tic proper places tios4e passages o? tic bis-

tory wiicb are needel o explain tic allusions in he

propbetic writings. Thc portion sttributed o Vie Great
Unknown is noV given. Tic work bas been donc witi
cane and succeas, and will certainly be found iclpful. Con-
sidering tie lofty one in which Vie author speaka of tic
rEvîscrs of tie Old Testament version, we Vink bis own
translations migit bave been better. In numerous pas-
sages tbey are infeior both o Vie Autborized and Vie
Revised Versions

BOaRSLENSKY : Translated froni tic German o? Ossip
Sciobin. Pnice 50 cents. New York - Worthington
snd Company. 1891.

Ossip Sciobin, as we are infornîed, is Vie ïnom de guerre
o? a German lady novelist, wbo is taking in ber own country

soî,îewiat tie sanie place which was taken by George Sand
in Francs. Tiers is no denying tis literary power displayed
in this book, but we mus nt warn oun neaders that its tone is

tiat of a Itussian on French novel muci, more Vian that
wiicb we expect from a German or Englisi noveliat.
Tiechcaracten of tic hero, a Russian violinist, is concived
with great insigt and power, and Vie working out of bis

bistory is psycbologicaily noV, improbable ; but many o?

Vie incidents are painful. Tic book is very prettily got
up, paper, type and photogravures al being excellent. We
wish we could give ths same praise o tie translation.
But tuis is impossible. To refer o I"tic difficultly van-
quished saduess of Vie past nigit" is tot o write Englisi,
and much o? tic translation is clesnly unidiomatic, whilst
some is positively inaccurate.

TALKS WITH ATHIENIAN YOUTIIS. Pnice $100. New

York : C. Scibners Sons. 1891.

This pretty volume belong8 o an admirmble seies
intended o make Englisi readens familiar with tic mmnd
and teaciing of Socrates and Plato. Previous volumes
have dealt with some of the principal dialogues. For
example, Vie volume entitled IlSocrates," contained trans-
lations o? hs Apology, Orito, and parts of ths' Pboeco.
Tie presont volume bas translations froni Vie Ciarmides,

[q ais, Ladies, Euthydemus andTh Ot.q f course,
the beat way of studying these great proluots of the Greek
nind ïs to read the original works ; but we live, in sucb a
busy age that very few even of those who know the lan-
auage can accomplisb 50 extensive a work ; so that books
like the one before us are of very great practical utility.
Ihe whole seems to be very well done. But, we have par-
ticularly tested the work in the very important dialogue
IlTheictetus," having compared it carefullv with tic Greek
and with other translations. We are aile, tierefore, to
affirm witb confidence that the selections are, made with
udgmeî.t and succeas, notiing being omitted wbich is of
iportance for the argument ; and funther, that the trans-
lation is admirable-being at once exact and idiomatic.

Iwo PENNILESS PRINCESSES. By Charlotte M. Vonge.
London ar'd New York : Macmillan and Company.

The present generation is deeply indebted to Miss
Vouge for ber many charming bistorical novels. Al
parents, and those who are responsible for the education
ard guidance of the literary tastes of young people, will
recognize thc importance of sucb intencsting and delight-
fully written books, and be fully aware of their influence
in arousing' the desire for furtben knowledge of te poriods
treated and of thc histonical characterg introduced in tbem.
ITwo Penniless Princesses " is the story of two of the

rnany daugbters of the noble, but most unfortonate, ,Jamnes
the First, King of Scotland, Ilthe flower of Vhe whole
Stewart Race," wbo in bis youth was prisoner at tie
c.ourt of aur gallant king, Hlenry the Fifth, of Englaiol
(Miss Yonge bas written Vie story of bis iniprisonmenit
under the title of the IlCaged Lion"), and wio was after-
wands murdered. Miss Yonge lias evidently a warmi
interest in tbe Il Stewart period," as sie lias w i Îten so
mnucli conccrning it, and ber works ail show careful study,
investigation and reliability on points of history. It is
sufficient recommendation Vo say that thecIl Penniless
Princesses "' quite equals its preilecessors. Th'le book is

prettily and senviceably bound, and hoth the pnint and

thc paper are good.

A YouNG MACEDONIAN. By tice11ev. 'A. T. Cburch.
1lllustrated. London and' New York : G. P. Putnaru's
Sons.

'This is a tale of Vie imie of Alexander tiec (Ireat, and a
capital book for boys. 1 t is one of a kind inuch needed,
having plenty of incident and adventuro, and giving inuch
insiglit into a peniod of the wonld's history deeply inter-
esting to a boy, of a time which is probably chiefly con-
nected in bis mind witi lessons, and, thenefore, wvith somie
boys possibly distasteful at first, but wbich a book like
this makes both attraotive and instructive. There is so
mucli pernicious litenatune ini tic present day for young
people, nnfortunately, to he procured at a very low price,
that one welcomps gladly sucli a book as IlA Young
Macedonian," wbici is stirning and exciting enough Vo

make it vftry readable and at the sanie titie it is improv-
ing. [n tic preface, Mn. Church says: "lThe visit of
Alexander to Jerusalem is recordvd only by .Josepius.
The fact that it is net mentioncd by Arnian .-.
certainly tbrows some doubt upon it. . . . I3ishop
\Vestcott thinks that Joseplius' narrative niay be true,
an(l 1 am content to make this opinion ny defence for
introducing the incident into my story."

A H IISTORICAL 0CEOGRAI'HY 0F TIE B31ZTaISI COLONIEs. By
C. P. Lucas, B.A. Vol. 2. Price 7s. 6id. Oxford:
Clarendon Press. 1890.

The imprimuatur of the Clarendon Press is, in these days,
almoat sufficient to atteat the value of a book to which it
is afhxed. The volume now befons us may, however,
stand upon its own menits. Every pains bas been taken
to secune accuracy, tic statistical parts of the book having
been mainly written by Mn. Harris of tic Colonial Office,
wbo was secretary to the recent Commission to the West
Indie, and bas given to tbe wonk the benetit of bis revi-
sion. Tiere are tince sections-the irat dealing with the
Bermudas, the second with Vhs West Indian dependencies
of Great Bnitain, and the third witb the Falkland Islande
aud West Georgia. To take the section on Bermuda as
an example, the plan is irst Vo give a bistony of tie
colony from tie time of its discoveny to Vie present time,
then to give an account of its govennment and administra-
tion, of its ares and geo gnapiy, of its varions producta, of
its climate, its population, its reli gion and education, and

of its finances and general relations. At the end of cacli
section a list of books is added, from wbich more minute
information may be obtained. We believe, that tic book,
as it stands, will be quite sufficient for ail ordinany purposeE
of information;- and wbereven we have tested it, we hav(
found it aceonatc. The contents of tic book are nenderco'
more intelligible and useful by a senies of eleven excellent
maps and a diagram wbich shows tic area in square mulet
of the langer colonies named as compared witb Wales
and of the smallen as compared witi the Isle of Wight.

REOICS OF THE NATIONS: PERICLEs. By Evelyn Abbott
M.A. Pnice $1.50. New York : Putnam ; Toronto
Williamson. 1891.

This volume belonga to a senies wbicb seenis intended a.
1a companion to a previons seies-"l The Story of thi

SNations." We are happy to say that, so far as ià bas gon(

the present series contrasta favourably with its predecessOri
which had too many weak volumes in it. Mr. EvelYn

Abbott has many qualifications for writing a life of Peri-

cl,ýs. He is a good scholar, bas a large acqugântance not

only with the Greek autborities, but with the varied litera-

ture which bas been devoted to tbe criticisin of ancieflt

Groek authors ; and lie bas already produced the irst

volume of a History of Greece, wbich, for impartiality

and breadth of view, promises to occupy a place of its OWfl.

The present work is therefore no mere piece of writiflgD

donc to order, but is the result of long continued studioe.

0f the immense worlc donc for Athens, for Greece, for

bumanity by Perides, there can, of course, be no question;

but different views have been taken as to the general

results of bis government on tbe well.being of Athens.;

and bere Mr. Abbott takes a view less favourable to the

policy of tbe great Athenian than bas been adopted by

recent bistorians of eminence. In one respect we thiflk

tbe autbor miglit bave made a more eflective volume. Rits

second titie, "lThe Golden Age of Athens," bas apparentlY

laid him under tbe necessity of making bis book a bistorY

of Greece for the period, and so sligbtly ititerfered Wvith

the unity of tneatment wbich belongs to a mfonogyraph. To

some neadens, howeven, tbis may seem an advantage. The

portion of the work devoted to tbe litenature of the age,

and especially to the great dratnatists, il admirable.

A BRAVE WOMIAN. By E. Malitt. Price 75) centsý
New York: Wortbington. 1891.

Here is another novel translated fromi the German, also,

like one necently noticed, written by a lady under an

assumed name ; and we can recommend it without anY Ofthe
qualifications wbicb accompanied our mention of its pre-

decessor. To inhabitants of this Western World," or eveli

to tbose famnilian witb the more aristocratie atmospbre of

Great Britain, there may be a certain sense of unnealitY

in the insolent tonle of these Gernian Counts and Barons ;

but we believe tbe authoreas knows ber people, and repreý

sents tbpm faithfully. Even in Germany Ilthe old order

changetb," and the features of national life bere pouirtr8Yed
inay soon dîsappear. Tbe beroine of this story il of somne

wlýtt transcendent excellence. Wve are net,' however, dis-

posed to flnd fault with this wbich is not a very commo1

failing in miodern novels. t may be well for us at tifflIl

to contemplate people a good deal better than ourselves,;

and it must be admitted that the chanacter ofJulia il'vol
sustained tbroughout. All tbe otber characters stand Out

distinctly from tbe canvas, including the two fls
detestable- of tbem, the Hofmarscball and the Chaplaîi.

The hero, Mamnan, provokes us a good deal at first.; bot
we feel reconciled as tbe story proceeds. We mnust flot

let our readers into the secret of the plot - but wc can
promise a good deal of entertainmfent to thos, wbo take

tbe book in band. To ourselves it is distinctly a more

interesting tory than the one by which the authoresq bal
bitherto been best known, "The secret of tlie age
Ma'amselle." Witb regard to tbe translation, it il vey

fair and perbaps as good as we bave a rigbt to exPect 1

work of tbis kind. We fean that few translaters bave anly

conception of the delicacy and difflculty of the work tbeY

are undertaking ; but tbat is too long a subject tol,

furtber punsued in this place.

TORONTO, OLD AND Nxw: A Memorial Volume. Eie
by G. Mercer Adam. Toronto : Mail PriotIng
Company. 1891.

If we were to say that this volume is about as gooda

thing of its kind as could be produced unden the necessany
conditions of its existence, we think tbat we could nilake
good our testimony. But we fear that such a statenieent
might equally please or diaplease those who approved or

disapproved of the volume. It is only fain, bowever, tO

take account of these necessary conditions in forminlg an
estîmate of the value of this book.

As regards the editorial part of the volume, Mr. Mer'
cer Adam bas done it about as well as it could bc done.

If bis sketches of living men partake sometbing of the
1cbaracter of what lias been called "lprotraits in oil," they
ecould not properly be of a diffenent character. No writer

can give mere photographs of acquaintances, mânY O

them personal friends, whom lie is meeting ev ery day.

If here and there we meet witli a laudator y nemark Whb
might witli advantage be pruned, at least thene is 0 0tbing

like caricature in the sketches ; and, genenally, thene il
solid basis of truth unden the ornamental filling up. Tht

tliey are well written, intenesting, and readable is

guananteed by the autlior'e name.
0f course it will he said, and it bas been said, th't

this is a mere commercial speculation on the part of the
0Mail, and a puf of a number of tbe citizens of Toronto

i who have paid for this conferred celebrity. Are these

taccusations wbolly justifiable ? Do newspapens generallY

8exiat as enterprises of benevolent men for the gond Of

1,Society 1 Wbat il the meaning of the objectio .
IThene is no money in it 'i " We can see very little 'nl

this cant about the supposed motives of editons aIld

publishers. It is more to the point to ask whether
the Mail lias given us a good book;- and, on the

wliole, t il a good book. The writing il good, the

printing is good, thes pictures are genenally very g10d
Sindeed-almost ail the likenesses ars, at lsast, recogrnizable,

e and the volume is of a bandy size and shape. Id
Dl Obviously there are somes very notable omissions, 01
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