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MR. GLADSTONE'S SPEECH AT EDINBURGH.

Oh Ibhis Atlanîic cable it spoils tus ir mary w'ïs foi a dispassioriate
judgmenî tîpon mer and îirg-s - ve receive neeessarilv condensed, somîitimes
garlied, reports of 'tome greal oratorical effort antI ue stralghîuvay rush int
raplîîres or faîl int the lowvest doldrums , w'laen in dite course the fuîll record of
lte saitl speech arrives, and we are able to examine il with lts contexîs, Iob
tlîe ertire G/Ia(tcaîrx w'saoeshicb vie hiave so irtlustriously bult up), fade
like a mirage. So is il avitb Mr. Gladstone's recent speech at Edinbtîrgh.

There is littie necessity for travelling over an already trodilen Itatît, itut il

may ite avort xvile 10 porder the lieavy induictrent broughit against lthe

!Beacorsfteid iMinistry-'" uever i te recollectior of a lifetimec, have I knoxvn

stîci a îangled net of difflctîlty offeretî for the urelig"adthis rellection
led Mr. Gladstone tri contrast thie inhet itarce left b>' hiniself to bis sîiccessutrs
in office, peace at home and abroad, a surplus of six mnillions sterling, antd ana
army in avich tad beer foidetl for the firsl limie a real millitary reserve-
wîîb lite heritage of difficnîlty, debt, and danger which the Conservatives 7eaîre
leavi1«-.

Jr a passage of glowing cloqiierce lie tlescrilîed the manifold ard
multitudinoîîs duties wbitb devolved tipon England by reasor of lier asstimp-
lion of tbe care of ouîe-foîirth of the globe. Was not lIais enooîgl for Lortd
Beaconsfield ? Itl bad satisfied Pitt, Cating, Grey, Peel, Palmerston andl
Ruîssell ;)i 10t t the slul)entlous ard aixionts cares tof ruling itis great, wVorder-
fi, and world-wide Emptire, Lortd Beaconsfield lid added a mnmler of
graluitous, rlang'rtiUS, impossible, and i mpracticable engagements contraclefi
in aîl parts of the uvorld. He bad annexed thie Transvaal, made avar aviith the

Zultis, appropriated Cyprus, assuimed jointl' avith France the virtual. tontrol of
Egypl, made England, resporsible for te good governimert of Turkey i Asia,
undertaken tri defcnd bier Armenian frontier againsl Russia, and after breaking
Afghanistan mbt pieces, destroying w'batcvcr titere avas of peace and order
tbere was in tte couîntry, hiad added lits anarchies tri thte otîter cares, and
accepled responsibilies for ils population.

Thte question Mr. Gladstone pressed or lte consideralion of bis audience

was whelher Ibis avas prudenî-whelaer, rerenîberitag thal the strength antl
solidil>' of the Empire la>' wittin the narroîv limits of Great Britain and
Ireland, il was avise needlessl>' 10 tndertake responsibilities that migl sîrain
the resources of te nation.

A part of thte speech was given up 10 lte important local tquestion of

"faggol " voles. Tite practice of avhich Mr. Gladstone complains is not,
indeed, conflned 10 Midlotia.n, but lthe faggot-înaking in tite Iotians appears
tri be of a peculiarly interesting ard avbolesalc character. Il is pleasing tri

learn, on Mr. Gladsîone's atîthorit>', thal titis Ilexîraordinary manSuîvre " will
ritterly, certainly and nîiserably fail of its piurltose."

With reference 10 ttc prospects of a dissolution being posîponcd, il is

only 100 likely, that if the Government shoîild decide on retaininrg powver for
several moîtthîs more, thev tdo so ii lte boIte, as Mr. Gladstone says, dthî tlîcy
may secure Il te chance of striking somte ne\v t1teatrical stroke, of sending u p
some new rocket irto lte sky." It is onl>' a few days since we bad a report of
an occupation of H-erat by Ergland ini concert avilt Persia, antl iî is easy tri

see lte lîosility which avould cerîainly spring îip avith 'uissia if sîîclh a repor t
shoult prove tri be wcll founded. The report bias somie importance iii con -

nection avith Mr. Gladstone's alarm as to some '"ncw theatricul strok-e." There
is serionus danger of te Government taking somre avild measuire wtich, 10

qîxole Mr. Gladstouîc's words, "woutld carry misgiving and disma>' 10 ttc bearîs
of lte sober-minded portion of te nation"" Notting could bc more close anid
comprehensive tîtan Mr. Gladstonc's review of tlae foreign polie>' of the
Beaconsfleld Governiment.

Mr. Gladstonc's avords avere weiglity, and tie spoke wiîla ttc air of a
sober-mindcrl " maii filled 'vil ncrvousness and apprelîctîsioui, antI lac tîres

flot stand alonc in tlîis feeling of ureasuness and even alarîn ait tc Il tanigled
net "w'hich mnîu caîl lte En'stern Question.

Tlae euîtlusiasni iviit wvicla Mr. Gladstone avas receîved ini te Scottisia
capital is very renaarkaible ; il took nore of the cliaracter of a tritumph al march
than thie visit of a candidate for tîteir parliamentary suffrages, bis sîîccess avas
taken for granled, for thc proceedings aI the maeeting iin lte Mîiisic Hll coin-
mencerl vith '; Sec lte conquering terri cornes." Thc crowd whica welconaed
hini ini lte streets is onl> described, speakiiag of il aI auay giveta point, as bein-g
scarcely less dense Ilian taI assenalld elsewliere. The meeting, avitit Profes-
soir Blackile on lte platform, and tîte slaakiîag bards of lte two foremost Greek
scitolars of thie lime, was observed witb raptuire b>' lte nmeetinîg, auîd lte asser-
tion, eunphatically made by Mr. Gladstone, taI if Sir Robert Peel were alive
to-day, lac avould be found contendiîîg Il wiîb tus " against te principles of ttc
Beaconsflel d -Governmetat, was received wiîh enthuisasm. Iideed, if te
reception rif Mr. Gladstrine aI Edinhurgit may be accepted as an index of the
temper of te people, il ma>' be regarded as thec forerunner of a national
declaration wbicb wilî pronourace lte doim rif te presenit Government.

0,f course a great riratrir and statesman who lias filled titie bigitest offices in
te Stale wriuld be certain tri have a multitude of firieîîds and admirers in every

city. Sîîch a mani canrot pass Hit obscurity. I t w'ould be impossible for

Mr. G;ladstone to go lnt any popultis place in the Empire antI not gather

around hlmi a host of 'tintcre and enthusiaittic admirers. Vet il is scarce]y to

)e lbelieved tliti his receptifon ir aîiltri t this lime lias not a imeaning

more signifiant tlua ir e persoital aidniiraiion.
Nor wvould it l)e the first tinme that Iairirg ad playcd an important

part in the tindoing of iniistries. It was fromi Ediiîhurgh diat Lord Johin
Riissell's letter on the Corn Laws was addres'ted, i which lie annoîînced Il To
tie I .iei'tort of the City of L.ondon " hls conversioni on that question ; and it
Wicas Ittinblt gi îvli R h lat tbe lioîolir tif l)eifltý i cptesentetl ly l(;I\lalay,

wliosc matchless cioqîierce won the r espect of' the cottliency even w'hei

they difféed frorn inai in opinion. At tlîc elet ion ir M\ay 183o, the I iiieral

îtairty w'as pictîired nl the follow mng woi ds, whlich haive not lost thieir force tb
th is day

I it seea s t nic thotaï. w1w t1 i io baci' on tîî.i t iirt, i rait tiscerrn a grt ai part y whicli

bas, ttrotigli iiiait> geticiatt titi Pteset vet ils ileîtity ti a~ pat ofîcia ili esseti, rexet extin-

guti sli t;t a îa rty wi e , ithiigh gti ity oif ru any cri ors andt sorti cri mes, ias lite giory of

lia isg estalii i it i civil andt reii oits li beitteq tir a firns fiirattitt. 1 lootk xvîlh pride

011 ail tiiat thic ibeia aiat y lias titne foi the cause tif houtout, fi ecion andi Itirian liapit îness.

A t titeir licat 1 sec mns i whit i basc itherite i tlic spi rit andti(tie s'irtiics, as welcl as the Mtioud,

of itit clianipion-s andt itarityrs tif fi ccii i. ', t this part>' 1 prîopiose to altach myseif. i aviii

[o ltbe ist4 maiit,îîn itiviiiiatc îîîy iticiy) princiiiics wii, titiugi the>' nay bc borne

tiiown foîr a tins e b>' cian it t, aire yei striiîg iviti thie str ngtbi andt iitîcitai wiiii tihe irun i

taitiy tif (tti i, lanti witicit. isoas er they ni ay bsc nisutilerstoodl or iiiisrepresciîted, wiil

pssîtredi>' fit'a justice fri u a liciiet age.;'

COMMUNISM IN DISGUISE.

An article crI iîled Il Technical ýdiica.tioni," jr last Week'S SP'ECTIATOR starts

wvitlî the propîosition that Il tis generally adnîittcd that it is the dîîîy of the
State to provide for tbe conifort, the intelligence ard thc virîtue of its subjecîs"

and frîher assumes that any method of fülfilling this duty wvhich ignores a

system of public education must fail. This assîîmpîion, and the article based

upon il, seem 10 me a very gootI te\t fromi whiich t0 drawv public attention 10

the Commîrnistie cliamcter of public education, aiiiong other poptîlar move-

ments, as il is nowv generally understood ard defmied. In the flrst place, how-

ever, let mie remark that a Stale could flot possibly Jrov/de for the intelligence

and virtue of its subjeets, ard il is hy no means gererally admnitted, but is on the

contrary slrongly dispuled, tlîat il is any part of the duty of a State 10 pro;note

the comfort, the intelligence and the virtue of ils subjects, il being bield by many
that the sole fuinctior of the State is to l)rotect directiy te pesn and pro-

perîy of ils cilizens. lndeed, so soon as a State ovcrsteps Ibis limit il eitber

leans to the paternal or the Communistic State, according as it more nearly

approaches a pure despotismn or a' pure democracy. For instance, if tbe Czar

decrees Itoptilar education, lic does so as the fatber of bis cbildren ; if we insti-

tille l)opular education, tlie majority impose a burden on theinselves and the

minority for the cornmon good, which isiin ils nature a Communistir. act, as 1
shail presently show. And biere lil may be well tri explain what is the nature

of public education and of Communism. A complete systern of public educa-
lion, witb whicb 1 amn at present dealing, is that wvbicb affords every citizen at
least the opportunity of ol)taining a certain aminut, emîher l)artially or avbolly

at the public experse. i'rom dbis follows the inevitable coroliry thait the

richer inulst pay cither wholly or partially for the education of tbeir poorer
fellow-citizens. Coînmunismn, i turr, is that form of government by the people

which denies tbe liîudividual right to the conîrol of property, and rot as is often
very absoilel>' suî ptise<l, a general re-shuftie now and liter of the proîîerîy of

tlie communit>'. or wve may say that lit a Communistie State no individual

possesses any control ou er ilic friijk of bis own effort, though lie may enjoy
more or less of them sîthiject to thc uvill of the State or Commuîniîy. If we now,
bearing, in) mmnd these definitiors of pîublic ediîcaîion and of Communism,
examine the one by the Ilid of the other w e shaîl sec that lhey aie inlimalely
allied one uviti the otîse:, tor 1ierhaps il wuold he more correct 10 'say that public

education is iintim:îtelyý hourd up with ai. least a certain mleasuire of Communisni,

lhouglb we migit be erîirely Commtinistic without education..

To make this clearer, let ils cortrast education in a state wvbicb confines ils
furetions 10 wt ive may caîl ils simple p)olice ditties of protection 10 person

and proper>', witit ediication jr a stale or the road tri Commtînismn. In thc firsl

case, if a citizen desires education lie bias tri btîy il just as tie does any otter

necessit>' or luxury of life, and lit wbicb lie buys is slrictly prol)ortioned tri

lte price lie is able or willing tri pay. The resîlt of titis is, tbat tbe majority

being possessed of litîle or no means bu>' no education, and in Ibat as in oter

directions pay the penalty of tlîcir inferiorit>' to Ibeir stronger fellow citizens.

In Ibis case il is evidert thal tbe cilizens are rot compelled to sacrifice a porr
lion of tbe fruits of their efforts for the edrication eitber of Iheir own or tbeir

fellow citizens' children.
In te case of lte second stale witich, as 1 said, may be dcscribed as more

or less Commitnistic, il is quite oteravise. Here te majorily decide that it is
for tbe benefit of lte majorily Ibat a~l staîl be afforded tbe opportunily of

acquiring an education. But as the majorily cannol or wilI not afford even a
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