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What do we find ?-that the shortening of the English
Vacation was strenuously opposed because a number of
1loble and distinguished lawyers, and judges (('an. L.j., vol

~ .33o) had died of overwork, and that the lengthening
cof the Ontario midsunmmer vacation was called for (('an.
£. 7 vol. Il P'. 97), " because two months is flot a very
long timne for a partial rest " for-the lawyers. Let the
c1.Io read as they will and the main consideration will be
fOtlnd to be " the lawyers "-the lawyers must'« sleep between
terni and termi "-but what ideas can be more opposed than
(the lawyers"- and saints (Mrs. Grundy, Passii) ; even St.
Mi'chael and St. Hilary, they (the curious) will be further
than C2ver from the object of their search.

't 'en-I to be an accepted matter of history (Holly's

iýlktoll that for the origin of our termi and vacation
i sneces-Sary to go back to the dies fasti and ne/asti(business days and holida 1ys) into wvhich the whole Roman

Year was divîded (07,i/; Fasi, vv. 1z5, Wliaiton's L. Lez.
p« 301); an arrangement of the year said to have been
iflStituted: by Numa Pompilius. On the diesiasti the praetor

aallowed to administer justice in the public courts, but
dies ne/asti were holidays, when the court doors remained
'l3sýd, and litigation xvas at a stand still. For a long time
this custom of the Romans, like many others of the same
origin in our early law and observances, held sway, but
"*"th the rise of Christianity and a consequent antipathy to
Rotrian superstitions and fasts, this artificial partition of the
3'earlas disregarded and the twelve months were given up

The Christians themselves having cleared away the older
"~bric weentlong in erectîng a new one in its place.
lThe~~ waschinterjected a few holy seasons during which

011gaio ws trictly prohibited. Advent and Christmas
along these corresponded to the winter vacation, Lent and

1ýaSter to the spring vacation, and Pentecost to, the third,

Ote P2rhaPs from having a heavy interest in tithes and
Ot>e fractionaî parts of the crop-a separate Church edict


