THE EQUALIZATION OF ALL-ELEMENTS. OF SOCIETY 1N THE 80CIAL 8CALE SHOULDEBE THE TRUR AIM OF CiVILIZATIOF.

VOL. I1.—<No. 37.

TORONTO, THURSDAY, DECEMBER 95, 1873,

—a —

b

— e« - e —e

—

l__

éﬁnbnr Aotes,

r d

There are 116 less Iron Founders on dona-
tion than when Mr. Guile the secretary last
reported.

The Papermakers of Mudntone are asking
an advance of wages.

The number of miners reprevented at the
National Miners’ Association Conference at
Leeds is stated to be 130,000. )

The ‘averogo roduction of wages in the mills
and manufactories of Maine is twenty per
cent. -

Thoglﬂu blowers throughout the United | .

. Siates are angsged in forming a national as-
sociation.

The Pheenix Iron. Works, at Phenixville,

" Pa., have roduced the wages of their workmen
. from 5 $o 25 per eent.

The Zanesville glass men are ehll holding
out ageinst & reduction. They desire to be-
come & part of the propoeod national erganiza-
tion.

A memorial hal.l ‘to Mr. Thomas Hepburn

and Martin Jude, former leaders of Trades’
Unions in the North, is projected at New-
castle.
" The secretary of the Amalgtmted Tailors’
Saciety reports the growth of 32 new braniches
25 of which are in Ireland. The increase m
numbers is 1,190 and in fands £610 6s 9d.

The Bristol Corn Porters and also the Pot-
 tors are organizing themselves in conuection
wigh the Amalgamated Union of hbonreu.

.~ Itappears from the ‘Bakers Record that in
' the'town of Burton some journsymen are get
" no more'than 7s pér week and their board, for
which they work from 5 o'clock in - the mom-
mg until 8 or 9 o'clock at night.

. The vonmen in ‘the Balhmore & Ohio Ru!-

‘ xud Rolling Mille have refased to accede to's !
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demand for: s rednctxon of 16 per eent. on

their wages. - v .

Itis estimated that the mills and factonea
in and arouad Troy eniploy 12,000 bands when
timos are brisk. Over two-thirds of .that
aumber are now out of employment.

On Monday the master shoemakers at Stir-
ling conceded an advance of wages to the
opemhveo of abont 3} per cent on iormor
prices.

Upwatds of one hundred' workmen in the
file trade in Sheffield, received notice on "Sa-
urday to leave their employment, and the
wages of many more are stinted as to amount.

The coopers emplayed in the various brew-
eries in Alloa, Scotland, having beon refused
an advance of 28 per week on their wages,
strack work on Monday. The wage at pre-
sent is 268 por week.

The following new Unions in, connection
with the Machinista and Blacksmiths hove
been organized sinco last reported : No. 30 of
N. Y., Port Jervie. by the President of the I.
U. ; No. 1 of Vt., Rutland, by Special Deputy
ank H. Brown, of No. 1 of Mo.

' Yo have bean informed that the machine
moulders of Philadelpbis, in conuection with
the members of several other trades, have
formed a secret organization, for the purpose
of resisting tho roduction of their wages, and
securing an advance to old rates when geod
times come,

The Midland Railway eompany have yrant.
ed their engine-drivers and firemen an ad- |
vance of 38 per weok and & reduction of hours
to 10 per day. The Monmouthshire company
have decided to give theu' signal -men extra
pay for over 10 hours’ work.

The minars employed at the Foxholes oel-
liery, mepr Lasds, liave been on strike thm
week. A deputation waited on the employers
to point eut several grievances which they |
allege press severely upon them, lmt wore
refused all explamition. The men deelnre
their iutontion net to resnme work until’ then
reqnests are conceded

) Thé Chicage Wafrkingman s Adcocau says:
A number of ladics of this city have formed
an assoaistion to be known as the “Daughterl
of Union,” and kave obtained a cartiicate of
orgunntmn from Springfield. The objects of
the uloou\tlon are truly good and commeudu
‘ble, a8’ fax a8 the comatitution and by-lawa
- ill permit... They aro to promote the peace

beld on Monday evening. The usual repor
showed that the profits for the past half-year
amount to £2534 5 934, comphred with
£2319 7s 7d for the corresponding peaiod last
year. The present membership is 1,078. It
was agreod to make a trial of the ready-money
system in the drapery branch.

At s meoeting of the King's-cross branch of
the ted Society of Railway Ser
vants, held on Monday night, Mr. W. Bowles
stated that if the hours of labor were shorten-
od on all the lines there would be fewer rail
way accidents. The block system and inter.
locking vignals would be of little use so long
as drivers worked 100 hours per week, and
-men wero compelled, from sheer fatigue
to sleep in their boxes and trust to their being
awakened by the telegraph bell or the engine
whistle. He understood that Mr. Bass. M.P.
for Derby, was framing a bill to secure com-
pensation to railway servasts injured im the
performance of their duties. Resolutions
pledging the meeting to support smch a bill,
and also to vigorouly prosecute the agitation
for shorter hoursof labor, were passed.

This week the condition ef the labor mmarket
in some important branches has improved. At
Sheffield the ivonworks are better employed,
and on the Northern rivers shipbuilding is
somewhat brisker. The chemical trades abont
Newcastle are also more active thsn when last
reported, Colliers are generally well engaged
though in many directions dnputéu of miore’or

less fmportance may still .be observed. Fresh|

hands aro, however, entering this- field of
laboar from'all sides, and as & conseqnenoo,‘
some parts of the Midland Counties are bat
poorly mpphgd with sgricultural lsbourere.
In Huntingdenshire, an attempt has been
wade to reduce the wages of farm-workers,
but in view. of rapidly imcreasing em\gntton,

" | especially- to the Anstralisn colonies “the

rice of inrm hbonrcunot fml to me ——Lnbor
ewa .
[l uo~

A GOOD EXAMPLE.

The Bee Hive tells a very interesting
story of the formstion and progress of a
Sheffield co-operative society. Thc on-
operators were file-makers, and as a matter
of course they had their Union, out of
which it had been the custom to pay week-
ly sums, or ““ scale” allowsnce, to such .of
their number as might be out of employ-
ment. The ordinary rate of wages was
from 258, to 30s. per week ; but out of their
receipts the workmen had to sacrifice as
much a8 enabled the Union to pay 7s. a
week for every man who might be out of
work, as well as 2s. for his wife, and 1s
for each of his children under 14 years of
sge, and the amount expended in this way
reached the large sum of £1,400 & year—a
serious drain no doubt. At last; about
elovon years ago, it ocoured to some of the
members that it might be pessible to utilise
all the expenditire in such a way that
while the necessitons were relieved the re-
liovers might themselves be benefited by
their ontlay; and the plai adopted was this:
The amounts payable for ‘‘scale” allew-
ances, instead of being distributed direct,
were thrown into a capital fund, by which
& Union tile-makers’ shop was established,
and men who weve out of elaployment were
invited to come there and work their relief.
The capital being limited, full employment
could net be given, but piece-work being
the rule, every. nan was allowed to earn
123. a week, though the limit wes extond-
ed to 10s, in case the workmen could not
supploment that amount by earnings else-
where. 'When the Union first went into
business they were unly able to employ: six
‘men, but in the course of a few years, so
successful had proved the anterprise that as
nuch as'£1,100 or £1,200 a year were being
paid in wages, and Jast year, 30 prosperous
hud trade Become, that not a single man
"was omployed in the shop on the scale
térme, but fifty men were kept at work on
full wages ! © The Bee Hive does not give
“us anything in the shapo of a balance-sheet
slwwmg profit and loss, but as so many
men were employed at guod wages, we con-
clude that the establishment was yielding

and -happiness. end temporal good of &llig fuir return for the capital invested. Here
their ‘°'b‘"t and aake enc’s wants the | | then, is Co-operation’ and Trades'-Union-

. .wants of all. .

" ism in their most legitimate, as well as

"The Wf‘)'“"l! me.etmg in connection- with | their most wholesome and profitable, and
‘h E“'Wk Co- °l”"‘ﬁ“ Btore bompany, WA we will add, their wiest prm exful form

Hero we haveo the needy workmon, instead
of receiving in idleness the charitable doles
bestowed out of the ‘hard-earped -and ill-
spared esrnings of his fellows, honor-
ably working for the wages of " honest in-
dustry—escaping the demoralizing ' effact
of a condition only one stage removed
from pauperism, and preserving unsual-
lied his character .for independence and
self-reliance Inko “ the Vil nge Black-
smith,”

‘“He earns wm cr be ¢ap,
And les the whole world in the face,
For he ewes not any man.”
The Unionists, on the other hand, instead
of throwing their money away in charity,
turn it to profitable uses, so that every
penny that they pay for the purpove of
helping their necessitous fellow-workmen is
returned to them with interest. But still
we have something more to tell about the
Sheffield Trades’ Union Co-operative File
Makere. Ssme time ago it became neces-
sary that the society should either purchase
the bailding in which they had - established
their workshopsy and -invested something
like £2,000 in'forges and fittings, or move
elsewhere at a grest sacrifice. To purchase
the society had no means ; to borrow they
had but indifferent security. Neverthelesss,
they represented their case to. the South
Yorkshire Miners, to whom they had been
attracied by their generous gift of £1,000
to the Plimsoll fund, and thers they found
the true friend in.need. Noy only did the
Miners lend the Fils Makers the £3,600 at
ordinary b per cent: to help them in their
difficulties, but they did so with. a grace
that doabled the value or their generous
unstanco A inore touching story, and
one which’ points so fine a moral, we have

. not. road for many, a.lo:;g‘day, and we thank
“Tthe Bee Hive for mnlnng us aoqunmtcd with

it.

BUREAU OF LABOR STATISTICS.

Hon. James F. Babcock, chief of the
Connecticut Bureau of Labor Statistics,
has forwarded to manufacturers and others
blanks to be filled with such information
concerning the condition of employees as is
necessary to carry out the act of the Legis-
ture passed at its Jast May session. A¢com-
panying the blanks inthe following circu-
lar: ’

To whom this Circular is Addressed :

The general assembly, at its May sessions
of 1872, authorized the appuintment of a
bureau of labor statistics, declaring its
duties to be ‘“collect, assort, systematizo
and present, in annual reports to the gen-
eral assembly. on or before the 20th day of
May in each yeur, atatistical detalls relat-
ing to all departments of lubor in the State,
especially in its relations to commercial, in-
dustrial and sanitary condition eof the la-
boring classes.” Tha bureau is empowered
to ‘“ send for persons and papers, and to
examine witnesses under oath, to take de-
positions and to causa them to be taken by
others by law authorized to take deposi-
tions and said bureau may depute any in-
different person to serve -subpwnus upon
witnesses.” '

However now such «n organizetion may
be to Conuccticut, it is a familiar instita-
tion in pther States in the Union. 'Ihose
burcaus have pugmud a great mnoupt of
Iabor, and have given valuable information
to the legislatures and people of the United
States. Inmany of the monarchical .gov-
ernmonts of Europe- this subject of labor
80 Jand copitalin their intimate und mutual
ralations and depenencles has veceived
great; attention’; and the resulta of their
inquiring, as shown in the reports of the
vavions labor commissions, have boen real
with deep interest all over the div ilized
world.

The capmshsts and ewmployérs, who wero
tt firgt sensitive and Jealous of some invas.
ion of their rights, thronvh these inatitn-
tions,. have, with some exceptions, become
satisfied that the invostigations. were .rea-
sonable and proper, and thut instead of be-
getting unpleasant antagonimas bLetween
the remployer and .§the . ewployed,

they -have rather tenided to the wnivmotion
of mutual confidenceind good &

‘understood. We seek full and particular

‘W here abuses exist—and they are liable
to exist anywhere—and where it appears
that men are void of the instincts of our
common humanity, and that they exercise
8 merciless dominien over the poor, the
young and the otherwise dependent, it is
designed by the bureau, -kindly but thor-
oughly, te bring the evidence of such evils
to the knowledge of the General Assembly
and the people of the State, in order that
the rightful remedies may be applied.

When the working men, the working wo-
men, and the working children feel that the
commonwealth, around which their patri-
otic affections ought to cluster, is carnestly
desirious of removing every needless ob-
stacle to their success in life, and to pro-
mote 8o far as it legally and rightfully can
do, theirmoral, intellectual and physical
comfort and improvement, they must of
necessity become more and mnre contented
with their condition, whatever it may be—
‘mere hopeful of the future, and better and
more reliable citizens.

The State appoints and encourages comi-
missions for the supervision of banks, rail-
roads, charitable and ojher institutions,
and why should the greater interests of our
laboring community be everlooked? Even
such capitalists as give little heed to aught
else than the rize and fall of stocks, may
find that what they sneer at to-day in re-
gard to the information which the labor
bureau desires to obtain may be unexpect-
edly ussful to them to-morrow.”

In a wisely-conducted bureau of Inbor
statistics no party considerations should
for a moment be allowed to influence its
motives, actions or opinions. Where any
impropriety of this nature is tolerated, the
best influence and real purpose of the in-
stitution is gone forever. The -act estab-
lishing the bureau waa passed with great
unanimity through both branches of the
goueral assombly, and it would be a gross
breach of faith for the presentior any fu-
ture burean to lend itself to the interests
or purposes of any political party,

Some, perhape wany, of the questions
propounded in various circulars and tables
of clessification, may be regarded, at tivst
sight, as unimportant, and poseibly others
a8 somewhat impextinent. We believe that
such impressions will wear off as the real
purposes of theee interrogatories Jbecome

information, with a view to promote the
best present and future welfare of all
classes and condition of the people of our
State. -

With this expla.natxon, though not asfull
and particular as wo could wish, we earnest-
ly roquest all, to whom our circulars and
tablot of forms are sent, to make without
hesitation, as full answers to our inquiries
as they conveniently can, and to be assur-
ed that we do not intend to make any use
of their names, but only the facts and ata-
tistics which they may present.

We are aware that the time is short for
such Jabor as is imposed upon us by law to
be thorougbly performed within the time
limited, but we hope to give such indica-
tions of what is desived, that our facts and
tigures may be the basis of much more full
and valuable reports from our successors in
thoir delicate and resp-maible work.

. We shall feel greatly oblized to receive
veplies within twenty days. Ifall the ques-
tionas asked canmot be conveniently answor-
ed, please auswer such as you can.  Very
respectfally.

Jaxex F. Bmcocx Cluef
Umm.):sC Coxuxrroen, Deputy.

lm Oawago Daily Palladium alludcs o tbo
financial condition of the United Statcs.in the
following style :—*‘Last moenth, the public
debt showed an increase of over 9,000,000,
The Secretary of the Treasary announces that
it will he incressed as mueh more this month,
$18,000,000 in two months s not bad. The
Government demaunds increaso of taxation, and
Congreas will acceds to the demand. * }ean-
hlm(}mnt hias his, $100.000 o yoar, a.ml alt
Government. officials are enjoying increased.
salaries. Tens of thowsands of poor working-
men and wemen thvouzhout the land are
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Grinnel, In., has » ﬂonmhmguhbﬂm
for the msuufacture of Freach hd gloves frem
domestic goat skins,

A vote of £5,000 for free emmm =
been passed in the A-qnbly in Adelaids,
South Australia, but there is s strong feeling
generally against the extension of the free
system.

In consequence ot the rapid growth of “the
iron trade in Antrim, the correspendeat of i
Ironand Coal Trades' Review saywit is expests
ed, ere long, large smelting works will be
established.

Ona-balf of the supply of food in the Pre-
vince of Bengal has been exhaustod, and ibis
now believed that a famine cannot be averted,
Thus far there has been no aotual distress
among the people.

An English paper reports that a strong de-
tachment of the Royal Engineors will be seat
from the School of Military Eugineering
during the next month to strengthen the coms
panies already ' stationed in British North
America.

The U. 8. Government preposes the imposis
tion of additional taxes on eoffes, tobaccos,
etc., which, if adopted by Congress, may
render necessary fresh legislation in Canada.

The King of Dahomey, it is said, has enter-
ed into an alliance with the King of Ashantes.
Dahomey lies on the coast immediately esst of
Ashantee, and is a populous and fertile
country, the peoplo being if possible more
barbarous and their institutions more ‘bloody
than those of Ashantes.

King Lupalilo, of-the Sandwich Islands, lus
withdrawn his propositior. fer a reciprocity
treaty with the United States. His ministers
resigned, but ab his earnest roquest withdrew
their resignations. * The natives of the Ssnd-
‘wich Islands seem to bel:eve t]ut mpromty
meaus innexation.

Philsdelphis newspapers are for the mest
part jubilant over the adoption of the mew
Constitution. The Press saye : “The: sover-
eign bas resumed his scoptre, and the only
king we honor in this Republie, tho King
People, has come back, after a long lapee
and & deep slesp, to lovk after his own.”
The Age adorns its columns with a spread.
eaglc and calls the result a new Declaratida
of Independence. adorned by a ' peacefnl
revolution.

In Salt Lake City, Utak 2 foundry firm,
haviug no money in bank, or elaswhere, aud
the men not being paid for two weeks, con-
cluded the prospects were mighty slim for
gotting their pay, and notified the employer,
“No money, no work.” He then offered to
pay them in oheeks on a bank in which he had
no money, wnd when they demurred ke got
mad and discharged them all, Awfnl!

Lynclnng in Kentucky has sunk lew enough
to make a woman its victim, one Mrs. Stamper,
whose conduct bad been offensive to the poo-
ple around Mount Sterling, where she- lived,
A fow nights ago a gang of armed and masked
persons, said to have included soveral women
in men's dress, pourod keroseme on Mrs,
btamper s house and lighted it.
woroen ran out, and while trying to ) extinguish
the firo was ehot to death by ome eof the
lynchers,

A Montreal paper says :—From the lst July,
1872, to 1st July, of the present year, the
uumber of emigrants sent out, principally hy
tho French agent, who came to Montreal was

2,486 ; and from 1at July last to 1et Decembeor,
1,433, makmg in all 8,919 within the last 17
months. OFf these 2,240 were Pranch, 796
Yoglish, 54 Germaw, 204 Irish, 89 Swiss, 112
Italian, 310 Scotch, and 214 Belgian; Awoug
those who arrived up to 1t July last,. 161 were
taborore, 183 farmere, 151 olerks, 143; scpvauts,
80 joiners; 63-carpenters, 23 hakors, 29 paints
:::’d 15 stone cutteru. and a few of almont cvery

e.

Taglor, Bart:, is offered by, the Council of the -
Amatenr Meolumcal Society for the best esany

before 1at Jan. adxt, muat be eoriginal ‘and mot,
have been previously. poblished, they must
be signed with a motto. enly, and s sealed

‘he suthor, must accompany the’ 'my. “Ihe

euffering for bread, and the ouly ancourage-
menil held out to them by ‘thé: best 'Govern.

 ment in the warld? is inoreass of taxes.” l

loyed that the mmber of mmm

The 4abooed

eavelope bearing the smms metts'on the ogt- °
side, and containing the nawie and- address of <

subject is one in which 8o large atiwiaber of ..
mechanios are interestad that it may fairly he

A" prize “of £90 the gxft of Slr Llurlcu

'on The. Deveélopment of the Powérs of the
Lathe. The essays, whioh:are ‘tobeent in




