
BUILDING OPERATIONS IN 1898.
IN reviewing a year ago the Canadian building opera-

tions for the year 1897, which it may be remembered
were of a disappointing character, the opinion was
expressed that 1898 would probably show to better
advantage. This opinion is verified by the reports to
hand of the results of the year which has just closed.
The extent of building enterprises is properly regarded
as being a reliable barometer by which to measure the
commercial condition of the country. Early in 1898 a
substantial improvement began to be manifest in all
branches of business. This improvement continued
throughout the year. In sympathy therewith the
building industry took on a degree of activity such as
it had not previously experienced for several years.
The revival was not confined to one or two particular
localities, but extended to most of the leading cities in
all the provinces of the Dominion. In Toronto, where
for six or seven years unusual dullness had prevailed,
the improvement was especially noticeable. The
greater number of the buildings erected were residences
of the better class. True, prices were much too low to
allow of a fair margin of profit to contractors, the bulk
of advantage being therefore reaped by the workmen,
but should the improved conditions continue during the
present year, as there is reason to anticipate, it may
be that prices will advance to a more equitable standard.

TORONTO.
The returns of building operations for 1898 as compiled fromn

the official records, show the expenditure to have been almost
double that of the previous year. There were issued during last
year 562 permits, totalling in value to $,,701,630, against 396
permits in 1897 with an aggregate value Of $ 9 51,130. In 1897 the
average value of the permits issued was $2,402, while the average
value of those issued in 1898 was $3,026. The classification of
the buildings represented by these permits is as follows:

orphanage for the Grey Nuns, cost $6o,ooo; alterations to
church of St. Vincent de Paul, cost $4,ooo. Messrs. Alex. G.
Fowler and J.Rawson Gardiner,gas architects, report as follows :
Rebuilding mill and fa'ctory for Messrs. Peck Benny & Co., cost
$23,ooo ; additions and alterations to store and dwellings Nos. 2,
4 and 6 Victoria Street for estate of late James Allen, cost $8,ooo;
two houses on Prospect St. Westmount ; branch bank at Revel-
stoke B.C., and addition to bank at Sorel, P.Q., for the Molsons
Bank ; additions to factory King St., for the McClary MTg Co. ;
alterations to bouse, Park -Ave., for the Rev. Archideacon Mills,
and other smaller alterarions, etc.

The report of the Westmount building inspector for the year
ending November rst, 7898, gives the whole number of buildings
erected as i89, and the value thereof $825,300. There were i15
terrace bouses, io detached houses, 19 semi-detached houses, 36
tenements, 5 stores and dwellings, a church, a public library, a
public hall, and a building for municipal purposes. During the
previous year there were 16o buildings erected, valued at
$757,950.

HAMILTON, ONT.
The cost of buildings during the year just closed is estimated

by Mr. John Anderson, city building inspector, at the sum of
$426,645, being $63.723 in excess of the year 1897. The ma-
jority of these buildings were constructed of brick, the most ex-
pensive being the departmental store of Mr. F. W. Watkins, cost
$6o,ooo, Charles Mills, architect ; residences for Hon. W. E.
Sanford, cost $2o,ooo, Charles Mills, architect ; dwelling for Mr.
A. E. Carpenter, cost $9,ooo, Messrs. William & Walter Stewart,
architects. The details of the year's operations, as embodied in
the annual report of the building inspector, are as follows :


