22 WESTMINSTER HALL MAGAZINE

this Empire, thank God, we can draw
from the courage and the fortitude and
the bravery of ..ose men who have
given their lives, sacrificed their lives,
stood by their ship, preserved the best
traditions of British sailors; we can
draw from their courage that the spirit
of Britishers is not yet dead, but is
still alive. (Applause). Those are
some of the consolations, others may
be able to draw more; I would to God
they could magnify the brighter side
of the picture, but beyond all that it
is clear that something remains for
us, something remains for me and for
you to do if we would approach the
splendid position of those men who
have preserved the traditions to which
1 have referred. The British sailor,
that man with the heart of oak, all
through the ages down to now, not
only risks his life for you and for me,
for our aggrandisement and for our
prosperity, and for cementing the sol-
idity and increasing the resources and
strength of the Empire, but he has
been encouraged for many a year and
many a day to go forth in that venture-
some calling relying on this, that even
if the worst happens, and then if he
has to give his life in the cause of com-
merce and in the calling to which he
has given himself, that his widow and
his children are safe in the arms of
the Empire. And so, throughout the
length and breadth of our Empire to-
day, there are good men and women
who have encouraged that thought,
that are making it all the more reason-
able day after day, that are indicating
in the most direct manner that that
reliance is well placed; and conse-
quently those men as they answered
the Captain’s call, “Be British, boys,
British,”—not only had the spirit to
be British, but that spirit had much
comfort in the fact that those who
were near and dear to them, and that
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