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AGRICULTURE IN PRINCE EDWARD ISLAND

Production for 1917 Less Than for 1916, But Greater
Thau for Precedmng Years

The annual report of the Deparunent of Agriculture oif
Prince 4Edward Island reviewýs the resuits of 1917 as fOllows

"Tlhe pas: Year lias heen a successful one for the mixed
farming pursuits ut the Prince Edward Island fariner. Truc
it is, that problems of niew and serious importance have been
fcit, but a tirnety anticipation has done inuch to guide the
welfare of the usual undertakings safely past the danger
points. The lahor problemn, the appeals, and the detnapds cf
the markets, and the urgent patriotic duty ta increase tl.e pro-
duction of the lierds and fields, have in turn and in coimbina-
tion, been admirably dealt xith by ail concerned. In ail parts
of the province, there is evidence of sincere and well organized
effort to arouse a full consciousncss of the dependence upon
our own resources, as a part of Canada, for the continuance
of our shaie in prosecuting the w'ar.

"The provincial production for 1917 will compare favor-
ably on an average basis wîtb a nusnber of preccding years
and in total valuation ,will exceed all others. ïCompared wvith
loi(> crop production was approximately, ten per cent. less,
wvhilo the return f rom the herds and flocks %vas at least ten
per cent. greater.

"The 6cason just past bas been a striking example of the
rapidity oif g,,row:h known tu be a prominent factor oif 'The
1sland's' agriculture, and due in no small incasure to the re-
sponsiveness tif the soil. The -spring season opened with more
cold, wtt weather than is usually expected and proved to be a
strain on the past winter's supply oif fodder. Seeding was laite
throughout the greater part of the province, but it was fol-
lowcd s0 clusely by warmnth and gr-ow:%h, that the resuit vcan
onty bc expressedi as phenomenal.

"The pastures, although late, were full, but much of.the
hay was termed 'light' or 'lacking bodiy.' On the higher land
where gTtiwth comnsenced tarlier, the hay crop> was reported
as a~verage or over average. The rapid, short season, cape-
ally when it ended ini dry, warm weather, left a part oif the
grain crop, with a short period oif ripening, which bas caused
a lack oif proper filling. Thtis will apply more especially ta
tht omt crop. and will bring home a demand for seed that will
leave a smiller proportion to f111 the export demand that lias
grown to b.e an cstablished trade during lite years.

"The wvheat crop which lias always held a permanent
place in tht rotations of the province, principally for home
consumption lias been increased mnd la provin-g of valuable
assistance in reducing tht demand on tht nation's suppiy.
fTe past seascrn's crop was affected in soine quarters by the
ravages oif tht joint worm, associated with bl'ight. This lias
reduced the yield per acre, but, through the incremsed acreage,
tht full yield bas been well inaintained,

"Root crops in general kmve an average yield, thottgh
reduced in acreage on acourt o! labor shortage. The harvest-
ing seison wvas more acceptable than that -of i9î6, and will
resuit in a 4~etr keeping o! the crop. Putatoes were increascd
in acreaxe f rom 10 tti 20 per cent., devending on the sect1in,
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