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Trade and Commerce, with improvement in the classifi-
cation scheme and in other details.

(d) Transportation.—The reorganization of canal
statistics. The creation of statistics of coastal trade.

(e) Labor.—Tht creation of wages and consumption
statistics.

(f) Emigration.—The perfecting of methods of re-
cording departures.

(g) Miscellaneous.—Improvements in statistics of
insurance and the development of price statistics.

(h) Publications.—The enlargement ‘of the Canada
Year Book. The co-ordination of other publications.

(2) Provincial
The co-ordination of statistics on the following sub-
jects in the light of matter set forth in the report: Births,
marriages and deaths; public health; education; agri-
culture; local and municipal governments; industrial
accidents; various phases of production; finance; public
lands; public works; and hospitals and charities.

III. The appointment of all officials engaged in
statistical work on grounds of character and capacity.

While the commissioners’ recommendation might
be extended considerably, it is unreasonable to expect
a longer programme as a beginning. Indeed, Canada is
so lamentably lagging in statistical organization and
records that it would be impossible to amend the omis-
sions of the past in a single effort of reform. The re-
commendations are excellent, and will afford sufficient
work to keep a competent statistical staff busy for some
time to come. It is to be hoped that the government

and the public will give all assistance possible with a

view to placing into effect the recommendations of the
commissioners. Their report represents a vast amount
of labor, and will be regarded as the real foundation
stone of Canada’s statistical structure.

CLOSE OF THE BANK CASE

More extended reports respecting Judge Leet’s de-
cision in La Banque Internationale case are now avail-
able. The evidence taken prior to the public hearing,
we are told, will be found in the record under the same
conditions as if it had been taken after the issue of a
warrant. That disposes of the plea of The Monetary
Times for the publication of all the evidence.

Mr. J. T. Knight, secretary of the Bankers’ Asso-
ciation, stated at the hearing last week that he had in-
vestigated the matter of complaint, and after the exami-
nation declined to bring the subject to the attention of
the executive committee of the Bankers’ Association,
as there was not enough, in his opinion, to warrant
action. Mr. J. D. Muir, chief accountant of the Mer-
chants Bank, with lengthy experience in making bank
returns to the government, stated that in his opinion a
banker making a statement could not have treated the
current note in question other than the general manager
of the French bank had done. That disposes of the
charge that a false return had been made to the govern-
ment. It also clears Mr. Godfrey Bird, the general man-
ager of the bank, and who will continue his banking
career with the Home Bank.

Judge Leet stated that he was approached by the
representatives of both the prosecution and defence and
asked to hold his judgment until the negotiations for the
transfer of the business of the bank were further ad-
vanced. He could not see that a delay would prejudice
either the accused or the public interest. While it may
not have prejudiced, it certainly has not worked to gen-
eral advantage. Much unpleasant publicity might have
been avoided had the whole matter been allowed to take
what might be termed the usual course. The hearing
of plaintiffs’ evidence in camera and ‘evidence for the
defence in public is, we submit, undesirable.
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