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TO CORRESLPONDENTS.

We want o eontinnance of original commun-
ieations relative to Canadian Naturnl History,
and results from the nse of the Rod and Gua,
which are always welcome 3 but it is necess-
ary that manuseripts shonld be in our
possession hefore The beginning of each month.

COOPER’S HAWK.
(decipiter  Conperi)

An adolt femade of the above was sent. to us
hy Mr. Woodward, U8, Viee-Conzul at Coali-
eock, P.Q. On dizeeetion, a full developed
oft-egryr was found in the ovarinm. It appenrs
that the bird was cangh( by a man who bronght
it to him in a rmall wire ecage.  From these
facts we may safely recond this hawk as
nesting in April in the Provinee of Quebiee.

BROAD-WINGED HAWRK.
Buteo Pennsyleanions

Mr. Woorldward, of Coaficouk, sent us a
fomale of this species Intely; it, also, indi-
cated that it Iaid its cgws in April, and
doubtless nests in the Provinee of Quelee.
The egg of this Hawk ix soll {o collectors,
from §1.00 {0 $1.25,

A YOUNG WEASEL,

On the 18ih instant, n small Wensel was
bronght to me, which was canght while
being carried in the mouth of the parent, as a
eat is secn to carry its kitten. This fact is
~new to me, but it way, however, have leen
©noticed by others. The body of this yonng
one is only four inches in length; il, two
inches, ad the fur is mueh finer than in the
adult, The dress is in accordance with the
adult in summer~C,
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HOW TO LLOOK FOR COCOONS OF OUR
LARGE MOTHS,

There are some beautiful lurge silk spinning
moths fonnd in Canada, the eaterpillurs of
which feed on varions forest and cultivated
trees. By obtaining cocoons of these moths,
the perfect insects will be procured if the
chrysalides are living. Abont the end of April
T collected ten fresh cocoons of probably three

species within o space of four acres on Monnt
Royal. The most common coeoon is vhlong,
generally spun within o leaf, and they are
found atinched to twigr abont a foot or two
above the grownd. 'I‘T)cy are covered with
snow in winter, hut by careful renrch they may
be easily scen in April or the early purt of
May. | have foand several cocoons of this
species destroyen by mice this winter. I is
called the Polyphemus moth (Telea polyphe-
mus),  The most productive localities to find
these cocoons are in genttered  nnderbrnsh
partinlly shaded by lerge trees,  Another
oblong cocoon, that of the most beautifnl of
onr Jarge wmoths (Aetins lnn), is generally
found in the spring on the ground wnder
butternut trees.  The caterpillar of this moth
fails to wmake o {irm attachment to the tree,
therefore the cocoons drop to the gronnd with
tha fall of the leaf. Althongh butternut. trees
are abmudant on the Tsland of Montreal, the
{una math is uncommon.  I'he next eocoon is
u large one, generally found on trees at varions
distnnces from the gronnd. It produces the
lnrgest of our wocturnal moths (/'fulysumin
cervopin. There is also anotheralimost similar
cocoon rarely found in the vicinity of’ Montrenl,
whieh prodnees an allied forin called ( Plely-
samine. Colwmbine),  These species ave all worth
looking after, ae they are magnificent insecls
and the blending ot their colours would charm
the eye of any artist or lover ol nature.  The
last rare one ocenrring near Montreal is the
Prometheus moth  (Cillosamia - promelhen,)
whose cuterpillar reems 1o be a rowd nrchiteet,
as the cocoon is firmly attached hy a strong
sitken Land to the (wigs of trees, from which
they are pendunt.  When they are discovered
it will be necessary to climb the tree to pro-
cure them.~C.



