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EGE]LESIASTIOAL CALENDAR.
AvgUsT~—1869

{ Friday, 37—8L. Joseph Qalascantius, O,
Satardsy, 28 —St Augustus, B, D.
Sunday, 29 —Fifteenth after Pentecost,
Monday, 30 —St. Roga of Lima, V.
Taeaday, 31 —~St. Raymund Nonatus, O.

ERPTEMBER — 1869

Wednesday, 1 —Behesding of St. John, Baptiat.
Thursday, 2—St. Sgepben, 0.

NEWS OF THE WEEK.

The Englsh Govercment has, 1t appears
countermanded the order of an ironclad to Cuba
10 engurre into the matter of the detention of
British vessels by the Cuban authorities, The
crops throughout all parts of England promise
well, and with the exception of wheat, an aver-
age yield is anticipated.

The Morning Standard w a3 editorial on
Canadian matters, says: ¢ There are probabilities
of a change in the relations between Canada and
Great Britain which would be disiasteful to a
majonity of the inhabitants of the Dominion 1f
they were consulted. 1f there 13 any dissatisfac"
tion with the existiog state of affairs 1t is only by
feelings that we can safely make wtelhgible to
those soath of the frontier. Al that can pos-
sibly be done under the existing Goveroment 13
to repudiate the notion that a withdrawal of the
troops implies a desire to shufile out of the re-
sponsibilities cast on Great Britaiu, by the pre-
sence of a flag in a Colonial terntory, which
means military administration. England is now
in the baads of those who fail to appreciate the
Canadian guesticn. _

An Imperial decree has been published” i the
Journal appointing Liebeuf Minister of War n-
stead of Marsbal Niel lately deceased. The
French officials bave arrested five more Carlist
Chiefs on the Spanish frootier, thereby showing
1be determination of the French Goverament to
enforce neutrality. Tt is asserted on relable
avthority at Madrid tbat the prehminaries of a
Treaty for the cession”of Cuba lo the United
States bave been signed.

Well, The Trish Church Disestablishment Bill
1 at last the law of the land ; and in its worst
jorm, Protestant Ascendancy bas been ihereby
abolished. Much still remains to be done before
religious equality be estabhished m Irefand. The
Ecclesiastical Tutles Bill must be repealed ; and
»t must be left as free to the Catbolic Bisbop to
assume and use the ternitorial title of Diocess, as
16 the Protestant mimster of the sect 1 com-
muaion with the Established Church of England.
If the State permit the assumption of such titles
by the one, and recognise their use, it must deal
in the same manper with the other. Even the
religious questioz of Ireland 18 not yet disposed
ot

Apd the great question, that is to say the
Land Question, 1s as far from a solution as ever,
Mr. Gladstone, it appears, is bent upon grappling
with this great question at an early season ; that
de will do so successfully, that is to say, 5o as to
satisfy the expectations of the 'Trish pon-land
svesers, without revolutionising the soceal system
of the Empire, is very doubtful.

For underlying the question 1s the question—
To whom does the land belong? Is the claim
of the so-called landlord, that the land 1s his, a
asurpation, a theft? or 1w it a legitimate claim?
Or is the theory that the lacd belongs, aot to the
individual landlords, but to the State or com-
mupity, tie true theory? In a word, the issue
lies betwixt Individualism, and Communism,

Every loyal British subject must hope that
Mr. Gladstone may fiod some means of solving
1his momentous problem —problem the most -
portant that ever statesman was called upon to
deal with. Should he succeed m conciliating
Ireland s services as a statesman will surpass
those of a Chatham or a Pitt. ¢

The great difference betwixt the Church

| Statuts

tion is the reverse, ' .The:thing-to he.done isto;
create; to build up ‘a ‘neéw social system’, and 1t
is far.easier to cestroy, than to create.

" ‘The grievances of the Insh-teaant proceed
rather from the want of a law, than from
tbe operation of any positive law on the
te Roolk, whose repesl would suffice to
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| redress the evil complained of. The sin of

the legislator of the present day cousists, 10
the eyes of the Irish temant, in his 1saction,
in lis leaving the relatiops betwixt landlord,
and tenant, to the patural operation of the laws
of supply and demand; thus leaving it to the
landlord to demand what rent he pleases for his
land, and t5 the tepant to refuse or accept these
terms. But the supply ot farms being hmited,
and ths demand for them being great, the land.
lord bas it in his imwer to exact a rent, which,
so the tenaat says, the farm 1s not worth, Now
po Land Law which shall leave 1t in the power
of the Landlord to ask what be pleases for his
land, and shall allow the rents to be determined
by the ratio betmxt supply and demand, can

-| remedy the ewil complamed of. Some poattive

enactment, ot the repeal of any iniguitous law
now standiog 1n the Statate Book,is what is
requured-; what 18 needed 15 a law which sball
oblige the landlord to let tis land, and to let it
on conditions more favorable than the would-be
tenant could obtamn were prices left to the opera-
tion of the so-called laws of political economy.

Thust the tenant, after years of labor, and the
experditure of bis capital on bis bolding, should
be liable to have his rent raised, or to be ejected
at a few month’s ootice, and should be unable to
enforce from the landlord payment for the addi-
tional value which he, the outgoing tenant, by
his sweat and ‘by his mopey, has given to the
farms, 15 a great grievance, and iovolves a
monstrous ijustice. But why take a farm, it is
asked, on terms which leave 1t in the landlord’s
power to nflict such wrong? Because, and here 1s
the answer, the competition for farms is so keen,
and the supply so limited, that the holder of the
goodscan exact any price he pleases for that which
he bas to dispose of. The tenant is thus at the
mercy of the landlord ; and it is to reverse this
state of things, to enable the would«be fenent to
treat on lerms of equahty with the man who has
Jand to let, that positive legislation 13 now called
for.

Free Trade principles will ot do here. In-
deed the bane of Ireland in the social order, is
the application of Free Trade principles to land.
T4e tenant demands Protection from the Lieg.s.
lature ; he wants a law which shall make it im.
possible for the landlord to raise the rent from
year to year, just a3 bakers raise the price of their
bread when the state of the flour market seems
to authorise them in so doing. In fact all de-
pends on this, For no law which shall leave 1t
in the power of the landlord to raise s rents,
can give the tenant any secunity for the capital
which in the shape of labor or of its representa=
tive, cash, he may iavest in his farm.

In a word Mr. Gladstone bas so te legislate
as to enforce the duties of property as well as 1ts
rights : God grant that he may succeed.

As bas generally bappened to prominent poh-
ticians raised from the position of democrats and
popular agitators, to that of courtiers and re-
sponstble statesmen, Mr. Bright must find bis
official path strewed with many thorns. Hs
great aud umversally admitted talents, oaturally
porated him out to Mr. Gladstone as an 1mpor-
tant accession to the strength of the Cabinet,
and the party of which he was the head; but by
accepting office Mr. Bright bas lost more than
half bis power. He is a demagogue and an
agitator, or he 18 nothing; and it is impossible
even for a man, even of the talents of Mr.
Bright, to reconctle such contradictory functions.

Nor 18 this all, Mr. Bright, if he be a Mims-
ter to-day, 1s so as a Free Trader. 1t was in
conjunction with the late Mr. Cobden that be
rose to notoriety as the apostle of Free Trade;
and with the success ard permarence of that
principle of pohtical economy he, as a minister,
must stand or fall,

But at the same time Mr. Bright is, or at all
eveats 18, behieved to -be, the most advanced
amongst English politicians of the advocates of
the popular Irish view of the Land Question.—
Now, unforlupately for s consistency, the prin-
ctple of Free Trade, and the principle which
underlies the Imsh Land agitation, are irrecon-
cilably antagonistic.

Free Trade, if 1t means anything, means what
French Socialistic writers call the ¢ laisser
faire” the absolute non-interference of govero-
ment 1o all matters of trade, business, buyinz and
selling, leasing and hiring. Free Trade has for
its axioms that the State or Government has,in
these matters, no right to interfere directly or
indirectly, whether for the benefit of the buyer
or of the seller, of him who leases or of Inm who
hires, of bim who lends, or of hum who sells. [ts

question and the Land question, that which-
makes the settlement of the first so easy in com-
panson. with {he settlement of the latter is to be
found in this: That to settle the first the State
d&d but to uads its cwa work, to repeal its own

functions, its sole legitimate functions, are, not to
prescribe the terms of any contract, but to en-
force the observance of those terms upon both
the contracting parties, until, by mutual agree-
ment they release one ancther from the obliga-

laws, to pull down its own creation. But in the

tions thereby contracted.
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settlement. of the'Irish Liasd: question, the onera-..

or lent, whether it be a barrel of flour or a ton
of coals, a house or an acre of land, or whether it
be money that is loaned, is determined by the
relation hetween sunnle end demasd, and, that
oo legisiative interference can make the scarce
article cheap, or the abuadant article dear, the
demand remaming the same—these are the axioms
of F'ree Trade ; and if in any one particular, or on
any pretence whatsoever, any one of these fun-
damentzl axioms be violated, Free Trade is bat
an idle dream, a mockery, a delusion, and a
spare.

Now the direct contradictory of these so-
called Free Trade axioms are by the popular
party in Ireland assumed as axiomatic and self-
evidert, They assume as incontrovertible, that
the State 1s bound in the execution of 1ts proper
functions to interfere betwixt the landowner and
the non-land ewner who wiskes to hire a farm,—
to protect the latter against the ewil of a very
himted supply of an article o great demand;
‘that its duty is to determige the conditions on
which the holler of the article shall for a time
make it over to the would-be tenant ; and the
Free Trade axiom that a thing, say a farm is
worth what it will briog in open market, is
branded as a dampable social heresy which lies
at the very roots of rack renting acd all the
abuses or grievances of the present Irish Land
sysfem.

In a word, the Irish Land question is a vigor-
ous, almost a natiopal protest agamst Free Trade
n Laod.

Now how is Mr. Bright to reconcile bis poli-
tical antecedents as a Free Trader with his
quasé promises as an Irish popular reformer? 1s
the problem which the President of the Board of
Trade—at the risk of for ever losing bis reputa-
tion for iolelligence and honesty, is called upon to
solve. Lvidently, by its very terms, the problem
iz insoluble. If Mr. Bright attempts to realize
the expectations that be has led the 1rish tenasts
te form, be pronounces the condemnation of those
Free Trade principles by the advocacy of which
be won bis potoriety and his popularitv. It on
the contrary he remains faithfol to bis first love,
and to lis origmal prioeiples, he must come to
an open rupture with his Irisk friends zpd sup-
porters,

Nor is this all. The democracy of England,
indeed we may say, the democracy everywhere,
are the enemtes of Free Trade. They look upon
it as their enemy ; and whenever 1t js in therr
power so to do, they make their enmity felt
Even  the U, States where, from its peculiar
material conditions, one would naturally expect
to fiad the so called laws of political economy
cheerfully submitted to, we find the operatives i
open revolt against the principle of Free Trade
as applied to the labor market, They demand
that the article which they owa— (labor)—be
protected by the State; and they compel the
Leguslature to enact laws, determimng the bours
of labor, and intended o reality to determine by
Statate the price of labor. Every Trades
Udion n England 15 a standing protest against
Free Trade, or the principle that every man has
the right to sell bis labor for what he can get for
it; and wdeed . underlying, vivifying the demo-
cratic agitation that to-day, throughout the world,
1s sgitating the surface of seciety is the popular
revolt agamst Free Trade and its prineipleg
¢ Communism, Socealism™ are the names ap-
plied to this revolt ; and be must be a very su-
perficial observer mdeed who fails to see that i

-every country of the globe, the people, as distin-

guished from the bowrgeoisze, or caputalists, are
heart and soul ant1 Free Traders.

Therefore again Mr. Bright will soon find
himself called upon to make ancther selection ;
to elect whetber be shall remain faithful to Free
Trade doctrines, and thereby break with demo-
cracy, to which he owes his polhtical existence,
his iouence, and his seat in tbe Cabiset; or
whether Le shall abandon Free Trade, and hence-
forward look to an anti-Free Trade democracy
for support,

We believe that Mr. Bright will not be long in
making s choice. He 13 a democrat, and owes
all that he bas to democracy. He was a Free

Trader, becanse Free Trade, not as an abstract!

principle, but as applied to the trade income,
suited his pecuniary interests as a manufacturer,
and furmshed him with an appropriate text for
denouaring bereditary lauded aristocracy, and
the coustry gentlemen of Eogland. So far Mr,
Bright was, and we dare say stili is, a Free
Trader ; but when the day shall arrive, as arrive
it must, when the advocacy of ¢ kree Trade
principles shall be unpopular, we believe that Mr.
Bright will, without a scruple, discard them.
We find these views confirmed to a certam
extent in the lact number of the Edinburgh
Reveew —an organ of the old aati- Coru Law and
Free Trade party. ~ Speaking of the favor that
the principle of Protettion meets with in the
Australian Colonies the Reviewer says:—

" This hoarty devotion to the principles of mono-
poly confirma the suspicion that in Eagland, the
labouring clesses were snligred in the cause of Free
Trade, not throogh lcve of ite doatrine, but through

"0 by 1 the cheapest market, to sell 1 the
.dearest, is the golden rule of the Free Trader;
'That-a thiog is worth what it will ‘briog in open

g _ "Edinburgh’ Review, pp. 238,239,
market ; -that the price of .the thing sold, leased’

Not a doubt of it.: Free Trade;:whfch lmﬁlies :

-gives respecting marriage.

they oblain the,control. of - the Legislature, they will.
reimpoge & Protective duty in bekalf ‘of themselves.”

unhmited competition, means cheap labor, and
the democracy waot to make labor dear. The
democracy therefore bates and fears Free Trade,
though to the capitalisf it nc doubt offers the
fairest prospects of making profitable investments,
But Mr. Bright, when be shall cease to be a de-
mocrat, or the representative man of English
democracy, will cease to be of any consequence
in the political order ; so that when the day o
trial comes, we expect to see him renouncing
and indeed denounciog all ais old Free Trade
principles, by the advocacy of which he first be-
came a power 1o the political world,

Protestants are fast beginning to complain of
the evils to eociety that bave tbeir source 1o the
low and mere worldly views that Protestantism
Thus in a paragraph
in the Wiiness, we read that at a recent meet-
ing of Anglcan muisters at Toronto, the Bishop
of that sect “spoke of the lax views, in refes-
ence to the sacredness of the marriage tie, now
becoming so prevalent, espectally io the neigh-
boring republic, as evidenced by the frequency
of divorces.”

The Protestant Bishop should, however, bave
added that it is was to Protestantism, to the re-
volt against the Catholic Church and her doc-
trine that marriage is a sacrameni, and indisso—
tuble, that these lax views are owng ; that the
doctrine that marniage 13 a * mere civil contract”
1s essentially a Protestant doetrine, from wiich
logically Bow all the evils complaiced of, and the
“ trequent divorces” which be deplored, Either
marriage 13 2 sacrament, the parties to which are
bound together by (od wm indissoluble bonds
over which man and man’s laws have no control ;
oritisa mere civil contract, which, like any
other civil contract, whether for the delivery of
a specified quantity of pork, or the construction
of a hme of rairoad, may be dwssolved by,and
with the mutual consent of, the contracting
parties. No intermediate position betwixt the
rigid sacrameptal doctrine of the Catbolic
Church, ard the views advocaled by the * Free
Lovists,” 1s iogically tenable: for if God has
determized the pature and conditions of the
sexual unions of His creatures, man has no power
to set aside, or to modify God’s laws ; and if 1Ie
bas not so determined thosc conditions, then has
He lft every mao, and every womapn, free to
determine them for hmself or herself, and man
bas po right to abridge the liberty that God lias
seen fit to accord to them. In short, all human
legislation on marriage itself — we-.speak not of
the civil accidents thence necessarily accrumg,
such as the right of succession to property, &c.
—is of two things, one : — Either sacrilegious
trampliog under foot of the Divine Law, ora
monstrous and tyrannical interference with the
righ's of man. Catholics who isist that mar-
riage is a sacrament, that the parties thereunto
are jomed together by God, and cannot, there-
fore, upon any pretext whatsoever, be put asuo-
der by man, occupy aa wtelligible, a defensible
position. So do the “ Free Lovists” who
maintain that, as God has prescribed oo condi-
trons for the sexual unions of His creatures, so
man has no right to abridge or restrict the liberty
that He has endowed them with. But the posi-
tion of the party iatermediate betwixt Catholicss
and the Free Lovists, who twaddle decorously
about irreligious views of marriage, and who yet
dare not speak out boldly and assert that mar-
riage i3 essentially a religious, ratber than a
“mere civil contract,” who, though Protestants
themselves, cry out against the lax views which
therr system naturally generates, 1s so absurd
that it 1s impossible altogether to suppress a feel-
ing of contempt for the intellect of these who
occupy it. Were we not Catholics, we should
wost certainly hold, advocate, and do our best to
dissemiate the principles and practices of the
Free Lovists, who, of all Protesting sectaries,
are, on the question of the union and relation of
the sexes, the most logical, the most strictly in
barmony with Protestant principles, and, there-
fore, the most anti Christian, and the most dan-
gerous to socrety. We do not say immoral;
because morahty implies a divine law, without
whichall acts would be morally indifferent.—
Now the Profestant theory that marmage 1s a
mere civil coniract, and the subject of human
legislation, implies that" God has uot legslated
thereupon ; that He has not determined the coni-
ditions of the sexual umons of His creatures, or
how they shall be put together; and that He
does not bind or join the contracting parties to-
gether, or otherwise man could not put them
asunder : — therefore, as God, according to the
Protestant theory, bas not legislated upon the
subject, there is no moral superiority 1n one kiud
of sexual union over another. Man’ law may
favor the one at the expense of the other; but
if the Catholic doctrine be false, and the Pro-
testant doctrise be true, though there may be a
legal, there can be no moral, difference betwixt-
what 15 called marriage, and what 15 branded as
concubinage. ' o

Remittances in cur next.
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antagonigm 10 the-equiresrchy.; and that, if ever| -

| contagct with bim.

. (Communicated.) . . .

'DEATH OF THE REV. ‘MR, KeDONALD.

" We heve to annoiince the death of the much
regretted Rev. Mr. McDonald, a young priest
who died of Yellow Fever, at the 1stand of Key.
West, Florida, on the night of the 21st Jul,
Here are a few delails respecting his last gig..
ments, which we insert with much pleasure, a9
they show in what great esteem he was jeld by
the remdents of that far disiant land ; what 5.
terests were taken in his sad lot, the moment 4o
was known to be sick,and with what veneration we
surround our Canadian Missionaries m the langd
of the stranger.

Here follows a letter of the Lady Superior of -
the- Sisters of Jesus and Mary, (Convent of
Hocbelaga), to M. I’Abbe Allard, at this mo-
ment in Capada ;—~

“ My dear Father,—Scarcely had you left Key
West half an hour—I could still see the ateamer
that was bearing you away—when they came to
aonounce the sudden illoess of our lknd Father
McDooald, «ho bad fainted in the Sacrsty,
whilst robiog bimself to say Mass, and who had
been taken ill of yellow fever. To fell you how
I felt is impossible ; I had thought of such
a misfortune several times before your departure,
but I did not expect it would take place so soop,

% My resolation was soon taken, which was to
reach bis bedside, sccompanied by one of the
Sisters, and to remain by him so long as the
fever lasted. Bat, my God, what objections the
good people of Key West brought to bear
against us, fearing for our welfare, and that we
might take the fever ; they did all they cout 1o
convince us that it would be better for us not tg
go out of our convent. Message upon message
came tc forbid us to come into town ; everybody
takes part in the matter, particularly tbe doctor ;
buman prudence exhausts itself in vain reason.
ings.

% Charity and the duties of the heart carried us
towards our good sick Father; at suo down we
weut to the Presbytery—Sister Octavia and my -
sell ; our patient was 1 the greatest suffering
from a violent fever, but calm and resigned. Hig
unalterable patience was the edification of every
body ; I need, however, oot tell you so, for you
kaow the virtues which characterizes tbe Rev.
Mr. McDosald. He 15 an angel of piety,
whether 12 health or sickoess; all in him bears
towards God.

# This mornng, at half-past four,we went agam
to see our dear patient, and to join with bim in our
worsing prayers. The fever bad much abated ;
we remained oaly a quarter of an hoar with him 1
be appeared to suffer much less. The doctor came®
to the convent at 8 a.m. ; he was very desponding.
He said the good Father McDonald was a little
more feverish, but did not loose hopes of ulti.
mately saviog bim, although he was very feeble;
be objected to our returning to town, My God,
my God, have mercy oo us! They telegraphed
to Havana last evening lor a Jesurt Priest ; they
bope he will be here to morrow evening. IHeaver
grant he may! We are all very anxious that the
good Fatker McDonald may not die ; for this
good hope we all pray, Yes, we pray (hat
Gecd in His aofisite merey may apare him
to us. Next week I will write you, —
I have the sweet bope that he 1s out of danger.
All the Sisters are as well as whea you left tkem,
as (o bealth, but we are plunged into the deepest
griel, as are all the Catholics in the Island. The
good Father McDonald receives the best atten-
tion from every body who surround him—no-
thiog 1s spared to cure lum on their part. 1 will
wrile you again next week, and in the meantime
pray for us. |

“ Sr. M E. Sur.
% Coovent of Mary Immaculate.

% Key West, Fiorida, 19th July, 1869.

“ PS.—We are just arrived from the Presay-
tery. Father McDonald 1s very bad, the doctor
ways he 1s in danger; we are m desparr —
—~—we hope aganst hope. Death alone will cons
vince us that he is not to remam with us ; God 18
too good, be will grant our prayer.”

Such are the detals of tie death of this mis-
sionary, fallen a martyr so yousg and so far from
his friends ; but whose virtues had elready ren-
dered so dear to the flock he was so much at-

tached to. ¢ Beati qui m Domino monuatur !”

Goop News.—~My dear Friends,—It is with
feelings of joy that I announce to you the joyful
tidings which I received a tew days ago and will
I am certam alleviate you of your long felt sor«
row about the sorrowiul news which was gomwg
around for some months past, that the Rev. Ber-
nar¢ McFeely whilst returning to Ireland was
drowned. I received a letter a few days age
from one of lis friends apnouncing his safe ar-
nval on the green shores of Ireland alter ess
countering many severe storms, and can ooly at-
tribute his safe landiog to the all powerlul pro-
tecting band of God, No doubt his many friends-
will be glad to hear of ths, especially. those
around Fitzroy and Pakeaham where he labored .
zealously farseveral years discharging the works of
bis boly mission and eudeared .to himself the love,
respect and veneration of all classes™coming i0
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