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““'Phe” Monileur;. after " anncuncing ihat-France 'in-
tonds- to~ conintain & strict  neatrility. -in. ithe. slruR:
gle now gaiug on’in the: United | States, publish, . se-
veral articies specifying tho measures of neutrality
which French subjects are to.observe. No vessel of
war,or privateer of either of "the belligerent parties
is to eiiter vr remain with prizes in French ports or
roads more than 24 hours, except compelled by stress
of ‘weather. ' No sale of prizes, &e., will be allowed
in. French harbors or roads,” No Frenchman is to
take o commission froni either of the two parties to
fit out vesdels of war, ur 1o receive letters of marque,
or to uid in anj way the equipment of vessels of war,
or privateers, No Freachmun, whether residing in
France or abroad, ia to take service either by Jand
or sea with either party. Ivery ¥Frenchman, whe-
ther residing in France or abrond, i§ to abstain from
every.nct which by the law of nations may be con-
sidered bostile to either party. Any Frenchman
who doea not conform to thuse orders will not have
the protection of his Governwent agaiust suchacts
or, measures us may. be taken by the belligerents.

‘The Moniteur 'anuonnces the seitlement of the
question of, the goversment of the Lebunon, and
gives the following details. in nddition to those al-
ready krown. The Govéruor. of the Lebanon will
bave the rank of Wfuchir, nud will regide at Der-il-
Kamar. Orcder will be mnintained in the mouutains
by mititia recrnited from the inhebitants of the coun-
try. Turkish troops are ounly “to advance into :he
Lebanon ou the reguisition of the governor.

‘A Brusselg paper mentions ar interview tho other
day at Fontsinebleau, between the Emperor Napo-
leon and Count Timerenti, the representative of Vie-
tor Emmanuel. According to this Belgian anthority,
the Emperor is said to have thus addressed the Am-
bagsador of the King of Italy: I was obliged,’ said
the former, ‘a3 v Oatbolic Sovereign, to recall M. de
Talleyrand when your nry invaded the States of
the Sovereign Pontiff. I conld not do ctherwise than
protest ngainst the infraction of the law of natious.
But now that the grave closes agninst Cavour, sad
that great dungers are to be feared from the Ilalian
cause, you may agsure the King of my sympatby,
and tell him that our official refations shall be shortly
renewed.’

Paris, Juns 10.—The Gazetle de France of to-day
publishes n telegram, stating that in the recent fights
between the Turks aud the insurgents in the Herze-
govina the former were defeated. Dervisch Pashs
was marching with 4,000 men against the insurgents,
by whom his vanguard had been beaten. His troops
were discoursged, The Beys or sub-governors of
the provinces bad refused to recognise the conces-
siong made to the Chrigtinns in Omar- Pasha’s pro-
clamation, ns being in opposition to the dogmas of
the Koran. A telegram, dated Goostaatinople yes-
terday, has been received here, aonouncing that the
internstional Conlerence, in its sitting of Friday
last, resolved that the governor of Lebanon should
be appointed for three years, and that be could not
be dismissed without & previous understanding be-
tween the Porte and the great Powers, At the end
of the three yenrs the Porte is to come to a fresh un-
derstanding with the Powers respecting the govern-
ment af the Lebaoon. The Conference unwnimously
resolved that the governor of the Lebunon might be
chosen, without distinction, from among the Chris-
tian subjects of the Sultan in any provjnce of the
empire. . The same telegrau asserts that the settle-
ment of the question is a definitive oue.

The Posi’s Paris correspondent wriles :—* Altho'
the recognitivn of the Kingdor of ltaly by France
has not set become u fuil accompli, it may be consi-
dered as definitely resolved on. It will take place
under certain reservations, so tar as as Rome is cou-
cerned, which, for the present, will not be the capi-
tal of italy, This does oouimply tbal. on the day
when it may snit a Pope "0 concede w_the King of

Ttaly the establishment of the sent -of bis Govern-
ment at Rome, France will oppose such wu arrange-
ment.” } N e

Paurs, June 10.—The real King of Italy is dead!
The man most neceasary to the revolution, the only.
one who could muderate it and regulate it, has slip-
ped nway! liis impossible to calculate the conse-
quences of this event; bul it is evident that it gives

& new turn to matters, and will cause difficulties out
of whicl Napoleon will try 1o make prolit, and to re-
turn 1o evme modified form of ‘the treaty of Villa-
feanca. Such st least is the gemerul opinion, of
which I try to mnke myselt the correct interpreter.
Last week, this Government was on the polnt of re-
coguizing the Kingdow of [taly; the recognition is
pow adjourned, in spite of the remonstirances of thu
Opnion Nulionaic. Thus it -is tbhat God -mocks the
designs of mew, und after making Hig servants feel
theic own impoteuce, stlast comes Lo their aid in
His own time. 1t i3 dificuit to see where Itsly wili
find a second Cavour. Minghecti, Bastogi, Fantj
and other celebrities of new lialy, will try in vain
to stand in his shoes. Ricasoli will stand but a very
short time, in spite of the support of the Tuileriea:
Vietor Emmanuel would have preferred Ratazzi,
who had rendered him certein very important per-
gonal serviges. iu the digtance the man that looms
on my. view is Massari, the youngest Parlismentary
secretary, the only one who seems -endowed with ta-
tents equal to his ambition. They say that the If*]u:!-
peror for the moment has forgolten hig beloved Tri-
‘veme, and occupies himeell in communing with him-
self while taking solilary walks through the Park of
Fontninebleau, He stood in great awe ot Garvour,
and now wanld a man of his own io Italy,and he
knows not who to chaose. The following i8 & proof
that his attitade with regard to the Church is un-
changed. In the provinces lately stolen from the
Holy See there i2 going on s real reaction agninst
Piedmout and its inxation. Mapy gentlemen of the
Marches, and cven of the Legations, have eithei ne-
ver ceased, or hare recowmmenced a cor_ruspondence
with Rome. The Duke of Gramont seized several
letters, nad sent thew to Paris. They were received
there oo Friday eveniug, May 31, and the next day
enclosed to Cavour, who had not strength. l_en to
open ihe letter, big with the fute of some individuals
who had already received wurning of their danger.
Such are the degrading offices which French diplo-
masists are expected 1o falfil. . o

1 have already iaformed you that in Ehe begmumg
of the lialian war Prince Gortschakolf required the

Cabinet of the Tuileries to engage never to wake up
the Polish question. Walewski swore the oath at
the very moment when Pl_on-plon was conspiring
with the principal Polish exiles of Paris. The Em-
peror Alexander has now written a cold lester to
Napoleon, reproaching biln with his want of faith,
and thresteming 1o desert bimin the Italian and

Bastern questions. This sudden'boldnesg of;)Russ._m
is to be explained by her new ailiance - witn Jrussia,
and by the influence of your resident at St. Peters-
burg, & man 6f uo ordinary - capacity, apd, though
- faithful to liberul: principles, no friend of the Poles.
In the matter of minor mews, I must tell you tha;l.
the publisher sud printer of the Duke of Aumale’s
pamphlet have received orders to surrendeg them-
selves priscoers to-day.. We have never witnessed
guch 6 persecution. At Paris, the talk is nlmost
more about Mires thau about Cavour; thia affuir ia
€all of awkwardness for the Government; what-
ever Mires says or writes will now have more publi.
city than Berryer or Montalembert conld count upon
for their grentest efforts of eloquence. In the pro-
vinces, the elections have assumed un .qnexpected
jmportance, One success of the O_ppos:tu_m would
do incalculable damage to the adminiatration. The
trinmph of a single ‘indopendent candidate would
rige.a,-whole ctop . of them.. In .the -meantime, ‘the
members of the'1wo’ Parliamentary- bodies are the’
only men in France whose words are not subject to
judicis! repression ; but they ean no more find peo-
-, ple to publigh their letters than less favored martyrs.
There'is an epigtle of the Senator Segur d’Aguessenu

1 the third, by bis doable-barrelled telegraphic de-

Interjor, biud ordered 1he Frefect of -the High-Pyres
nees to declare to the, Mayors of the Csanton, ak-

15th for the partinl renewat of she Gentral Cuuncil

ment.! As this waa said, vot throngh pride, Lug:
with & full consciviisness of my ednstnatdevation td

the, Emperor,.und of my, eiucere attachwent to ail

your interests, [ repeat it.  AJl the rage of 3. de,
Persigny against Stnatoes and Deputiea who thought |
they might use the new !ibecties so cleverly . ivauga- |
rated by the decree of November 24, will nut pre- !
vent the truth from being trie; and Lrath, us we
have recently seen, has roceived three mortsi blows
in the acts mod. discourses of this Minister. One,
by the publication of his pamphlet, ‘ France, Rome,
and Italy, oltraging the Pope.und. the, French
clergy ; snother by his extravagant enthusiasm for
the revolutionary manifesto of Prince’Napoleon ; and

spateh, which, in combination with the singularly
siniiluf langusge of certain journals of Parisand the
provinces, has deceived France and Europe-about
the attitude, the ideas, aud the all but unanimity of
the Senato with regard to the opinion of the Go-
vernment, und to the subversive policy of that mani-
festo. A simple citizen who dared t attempt sucha
manosiesre, would find himself at the bar of & police !
court for the publication of false news of & natare
calculated to distaro the public peace. Itis tore-
venge bimself on me for the truths [ thonght myaelf
bound to tell him publicly in my letter to my triend |
M. Larcade, that Persigny would eut off, or, better, |
would expel from the General Council of the ng_b-
Pyrenees, the citizen who in /ll circumatances, for
the fagt thirween years, both before nud after the in-
comparabie clection of Dec. 10, in the Legislative
Asserzbly nt the decisive moment of the Coup &' Etat,
in the Senate and out of the Senate, and a8 Vice-
President of tie Council of the Department, has been
ever unchnngeably and heartily in word aod deed
taithful to the Bmperor, and devoted to the national
canse of his dynasty. [ leave it o you, gentlemen,
to appreciate this proceeding. [ have bad tbe honor
to address my respectiui complaint to the Emperor,
but at present [ have recetved uo reply. I shall still
continue 1o fulfil with the same disinterestedpess and
the sawe freedom wy duties a5 goud and loyal
sgnator ; my conscience tells we Lhat my conduct
bas given me o new claim o your regards, and I
think myself more thiun ever worthy of that wosai-
mous election with which you honoured me eighteen
months age. Sull, afier an zequaiutance of nearly
three years, | uw too curdinliy auached to you o
wish by a renewal of my cnnvags :o €xpose you to
the aupoyances of all kinds to which you would be
inevitubly exposed during an election 30 vepgefully
carried o, For my part, | will never bold anything
which i3 ouly held ducing the good pleasure of that
miniater ; and § send by this same post my retire-
ment from the Presidency of the Mutuul Aid Society
of Pouyastnie. Accept, gentiemen, my best wishes
for the prosperity of your delicious Canton, to which
| remain iaviolably sutached, apd the assurance of
my bighest esteem for yourselves.

* % Courg o SEGUR D'AGUESIBAT, Senator.”
Is there any country- in the world, think you,
where the first persons in the State treat one anotber
in this way, or ure so weated by the Government ?—
Correspondent of Weeky Register,
The elections fur the Councils-General began on
the 18th June thronghout the French Empire. With
the exception of Paris and -the newly-anunexed de-
partments, the-result will not be known for some
days; but the fact cannot be passed over that these
clections 3eem to bave sticred up public apirit more
thao any domestic event for & long time buck. We
have geen addresses and circulars of candidates
more anlmated and more precise than formerly ; in-
dependent candidates in greater numnber; men of
note and position once more appeunring, after o si-
lence of years, to solicit- the suffrages of their fel-
low-citizens ; a portion of the nress assuming o tone
which ‘musl surprise tbe Minister of the Intecior,
who spontnaeously invited them all to the contest;
an exceptional importance sattached to these elec-
tions by another portion of the press professing what
are called revolutionary prineiples, which, however,
they manage to reconcile with strictly absolute go-
vernment ; and the impoftance attnched to the con-
test by the Government itself is evideat from the
efforts its agents are making to defeat the can-
didates who call themselves independent. Whatever
the result, all admit that the country seema at last
disposed to wke n waore serious part than hitherto in
its own affairs.
M. Estancelin, who held a diplomatic office for
some time under the Qrleans (overnment, comes
forward ns n candidate for the canton of Bu, in the
deparument of the Seine [nferieure. In his address
to the electora he gives the following reasous for
seeking vheir suffrages :--- .
“ When a domestic calamity falls on you you put
on mourning and you live for some tims jn retire-
ment ; but when tie period of mourcing is over you
return to the live ot conduct required by your posi-
tion in the world. 1 wa3s a repredectative of the
people on the 2d of December (1851 —the date of the
coup f'etat). I wes grievously affected by certain
measures ; but years have pussed by; events bave
succeeded events: [ am a landowner; [ pay my
taxes; I have interests, my own and those of my
farmers, to defend ; I am & man of order, obedient to
the lawa, and I do not see why [ should be & sort of
home refugee while 1 still can be of use to my coun-
ry and to my fellow-citizens, and thus show mygelf
grateful for their good will towards me., I have
given you the reasons why I quitted the Coun-
cil-General ; { have ulso given you the reasons why
1 desire to return to it.”

AUSTRIAN EMPIRE.

Viexya, June 8.—In to-day's sitting of the Lower
House the Minister of Finance declared that the
landed proverty possessed by the National Bank was
ihe property of the State, and never formed part of
‘the provincial Crown domains.

The Minister also stated that the sale of the pro-
perty was to be deferred until the new regulations
of the Bank should have been agreed upon.

The proposals in reference to Ministerial responsi-
bility and the periodical assembling of the Reichs-
rath were adopted.

Viesxa, June 11.—The Polish and Czech members
of the Lower Houso have made a proposal that the
Emperor should prorogue the sittings of the Couneil
of the Empire until s representation of the whole
Mounarchy be obained, and that he shouid immedi-
ately convoke the provincial Diets,

The Emperor has promised to grant an amnesty
to those persons committed for political crimes io
Bohemia whe sbould request His Majeaty’s pardon

RUSSIA.

Tae Exprzon aT Moscow.—A letier from Moscow
of the 4th, in the Nord of to-day gives some interest-
ing details relative to the sojourn of - the imperial fa-
mily in that city.. The following i3 an extract.
Yesterday a touching' manifestation - took place;
8,000 delegntes from the provincial manufacturers,
repreaenting 70,000 men, presented ‘bréad and salt
upon-a dilver pldte to the Emperor. 200 of them
wers introdaced to hisMajesty at the Chateau of Alex-
andria. The senior member of the deputation,an old
peasant, who helongs, or rather did belong, to-Count
Negselrode, commenced by thanking the Emperor for
his benefits. His Majesty, inreplying, exhorted these’
worthy people to work and to'fulfil their duty. The
rest of the deputation being aftérwards ordered to
approach him, did so in a body. The Empéror was
logt in the crowd, which surroanded bhim and

gsembled‘at Lupz/St. Swuveat . for -the wark -of the |
Council ..ot Revisivg, that at the electious. of -Jung |
{iwas no longer to’he the * Goveenment enndidale, |
immedintely said, “I:am very sorry lor the Govern-

| very quies life it Alexandria, and that thig vidit'fo
i Mogtow is in‘ performance of i pious vow made last
! winter, duringithe-illoeas of one,of her children. ...
Adyices from St. Petersburg of the 10th inst.
" state that the Emperor of Rusiia hag appointed Prince

Alexander Gortgchakoff, Minister of Foreigu.Affairs,
- and brother of Gengral Gortschalkoff, who died re-
cently at Warsaw, President of “the Commisaion en-
“trusted with drawing up: the new {aws for the king--
dom of Poland, The Commission will meet on the
1st of, July next st Moscow, and ‘will Temuin there
natil its labours are terminated, o
) . POLAND. T
BrusLav, June 8. —According to ndvices received
from Warpaw, an ordinance has been published thére
enumerating the articles of dress which.the inhabit-
antg are prohibited from wearing--namely, square
caps, Polish tunics, aramanth-coloured waistcodts
and neckties, - coloured boots and shoes; and any
drees of & showy color or unusaal cut. Co
ael i3 expected

It is said that the Grand Duke Mick
at Warsaw. s
‘Tuorx, Juxg 18.—Itis stated that u courier ar-’
rived yesterday at Warsaw, bearer of the Imperial
decrees granting reforms to Poland. . These reforms
are asid- to’ msake satisfactory copcessions to the
country. Their publication ia expected very shortly.
e ITALY.

It is announced from Rome that a consistory will
be held on the 17th June. The Pope will pronounce
an allocution, and appoint, it is said, four American
bisbop, There ig also talk of ‘the promotion of six
cardinals.

The Holy Father, of whose leulth sinister reports
were in circulution !aat week,-hns been complstely
restored to heaith. Recasoli, for the present, is
thrown into the immense breach which the death of
Cavour has ocensgioned. Among the diffienitics of
replaciog the departed statesman, besides the great
improbability of finding an equal intellect, we must
reckon the indisposition of Yictor Emmanuel ever
agaio to submit to such entire and absolate dictation
as the late Count bad come to exercise over him.—
A Turin correspondent of the 3fonde remarks on tha
curious contragt of the extreme journals concerniag
Cavour : —* While the Catholic pupers, the Jrmonia
and the Campanile, only formally register their con-
stant opposition to his principles and policy, but
keartily celebrate the greainess of his endowmeunts,
and bis Chrislinn end, the revolutionary papers, the
Unita Itulicna and the Dirito, publish articles that
are really insuliing to the memory of the man to
whom their party owes its position in [zaly It is
instructive to note the utter silence with which the
Turin correspondent of the Times passes over the
religious pasaages of Cavout’s end, while he dwells
with the greatest complacency upon the political
comwmoa-places and propbecies which the dying
stateamun uttered in his deliriom. The I[talian re-
volutionists seem to be ashamed that their leader
ghould have died a Christian. All that has yet
passed since the siatesman's denth tends to confirm
our view that the Cutbolic prrty will be the one
which will lave most reason to moure his premature
remmoval.— Weekly Register.

ToriN, June 7.—The obaequies of Count Cavour
have been performed with Hoyul pomp. All the
bodies of the State, the authorities, and various de-
putationa joined the procession, which was followed
by the whole population. - During the fuueral cere-
mony frequent discharges of cannon took plage. All
the houses were draped with black. C
Toiy, June 8,—The Neapolitan and Sicilian pro-
vinces are struck with consternation at the death of
Count Cavonr. At Palerimo all ‘the shops were
closed on receipt of the mournful intelligence... The
official Gazefte of to-day confirms that the Kivg hes
ordered the remains ‘of Count Cavour to be interred
in the basilica of Supergo: - The King will receive
Buaron Ricusoli to-day, The Opinione insist that the
new Premier ghounld confine himself to appointing
Ministers for Foreign Affuirs and Marine - and should
carry out the programme of the late Count Cavour.
"Turin, June 9.—The remains of Count Cavour
have been transported to Villa Saurena. It .i8 be-
lieved that they are ouly provisionally deposited
there. " A subacription hus been opeved among the
bankers of Genoa and Tarin, for.erecting s monu-
ment to Count Cavour, The muaijcipslity of Turin
has taken the initiative 1o regard to the erection of
another “'monument. -, It is asserted that. Baron
Ricagoli has accepted the mission of reconstructing’
the Ministry. )
Rarortsd InLrss or GanisaLpi, — Turin, June
8-—The Nationale of to-day states that Garibaldi is
rather seriously 1ll at Caprera.

GaNoa, June 9.—The jouranl Movimento of to-day
gives o moat posstive denial to the statement mande
by the Nationaliles, that Garibaldi ia ill.

Tapiy, June. 10, — The new Ministry haa not yet
been corstitzted. A report is current that Baron
Ricasoli will assume the Presidency and the port-

-folio for Foreign Affuirs, and Signor Monabrea of

the Marine. 1t is said that Signori Fanti, Cassinis,
and Natoli will quit the Ministry, and that the other
Minigters will remain in office.. General Despsar-
viero will, it i3 asserted, accent the portfolio for
War, Bignor Lissoni that ot Justice, and Signor
Sella that of Agriculture. The municipality of |
Florence will erect a mausoleum to Count Cavour at
Santa Croce.

Turiy, Juxe 11—Tus New Moustry.—The Turin
Guzette of to-day asserts that the new Ministry has
been formed as follows :—Baron Ricasoli, Pregident’
of the Council and Minister for Foreign Affairs;
Signor Minghetti, fnterior ; Signor Bastogi, Finance;
Signor Scialoga, Commerce ; General Della Rovere,
War ; General Menabrea, Marine ; Signor Mighetti,
Justice ; Signor Desanctis, Public Tnstruction. We
read in the flalie of Turin:—" We believe we may
snnounce that his Majesty the Emperor of * the
French, after the immense loss which [taly baa ex-
perienced, hastened to express his regret to the
King, assuring him of his friendly intentions, of his
sympathies for Italy, and hias desire that he may sur-
mount the difficulties which such a grave and unex-
pected event must occasion.” The JIndependance
states that M. Thouvennl bas officinlly communicated
to the courts of Viennn and Madrid the ressons
which bave determived the French government to
accept Yictor Emmanuel as the King of Italy.

TuziN, Juoe 12.—The Opinione of to-day says :—
 The list of the Gazetla di Torino ig definitive. The
only modifications that have heen made are the fol-
lowing ~—Baron Ricasoli will direct the Ministry of
War for & period of two months, Signor Cordova
is appointed Minister for Agricuiture, and Signor
Peruzzi Miniater for Public Works. It is believed
that the official announcement of the now Ministry
in the Chambers. is delayed by the nbsence of the
King from Turin. A Council of Ministers was held
yesterday.” '

Rous, June 12.—A subscription has been opened
here for the futnre erection of s monument to Count
Cavour in the Capitol. )

Tory; June 12.—In to-day’s sitting of the Cham-
ber of  Deputies, Baron Ricasoli .announced the for-
mation of the new Ministry, and said that ia accept-
ing so great a burden he and hig colleagues had
yielded to a sentiment of duty, N

Panig, Tuesday, Juno 18.—The Paris papers of
to-dsy publish news from Naples to the 15th instant,
stating-that the towns of San Marco nand Bignano,
baving rigen in ingurrection, had been taken by as-
sault by the Italian troops. - :

: Twenty of the inhabitants were shot for having
burat alive four Piedmontese. ' o

Both towns were afterwardz set on fire, and the'
inbabitants departed into the neighbouring villages,

- SWITZERLAND. S
Berxe, June 18.—The English Minister has pro-

pressed upon him  enthagiastically.  Betore

tested before the Federal Council against the asser-

-will soon be peopled, unless again disttirbed. SirJ,

ey 1;---,~-,;‘ SPAIN~ NERE

.Mapgip, June 8.— An official denial

----- y L ot
has beerr

for ‘securing the fossesaion: of the: Antilles; :
- The:Patrie of June 12, says :— The Spa d;
miral Pinzon bas’ réceived insiructions to the’ effect’
thist if ‘the Eiiperor’ of*Moroceo''shoald not ‘congent |
to exchange:Tetuan for Mogadore, the Spanish squad-

ron is.to take possession of the latter place by force,
and disembdark- there the "troops ‘now encamped on
tbe'coast' of Aiagon. , - .. v

.MapRriD, June 12.—The Spanish squadron, lite]y .
stutioned at Algeiiras, hag sailed "in'the direction of
Palma. Admiral Piuzon hes left for Tangiers with:
.n.rof,vessels. L ‘ _ L

The Maric Gazetle countaing o long account of,
the confinement of 'the Queen, which* has. been: an-
nonnced by.telegraph, and & list, extendiog to seve-
ral columus, of the great dignitaries of State and:
public'functionaries who were present it the palace
op the occnsion,  The Infanta to.whom her, Majesty
gave birth was presented to thess pergonages by H.
R. H. Dot Sebastian. ‘Tclegraphic despatches, an-
nouncing the happy event, were immediately sent to
all the Sovereigns of Europe, and several of them at
once returned congratulatory replies. 'That of the
Emperor of the:French wasg as follows :—

The Empress and myself congratulate your Msjesty
on the happy accouchement .of the Queen ; and we
beg of you to express our sentimonts to her.”

CHINA.

Tur Tawpixes 1% Cuina. — The correspondence
which has been Jaid before Parliament respecting tha
opening of the Yang-tse-kiang river to foreign trade
gives a deplorable account of the Taeping move-
ment or rebellion, and geems fully to justify Vice-
Admiral Sir J. Hope in writing, as be does, that he
can regard it in po other light than that of an or-
ganised band of robbers. Their policy is, atter plan-
dering such towns as they can capture, to conovert
those they hold inlo mere garrisons, excluding  the
general population not essential to their wants, and
to destroy those of which they do not retain posses-
aion, in order to render them useless to the Imperial
Government. -Mr. Parkes says in an account of his
visit to Hwang-chow, which is 50 miles from Han-
kow, on the 22nd of March, that the city was entire-
Iy deserted by the people, and the houses putted by
the rebels. When he wasg there less than a fortnight
before it contained a population of 40,000 ; they had
now all fled. The general appearance of the rebels
was that of a mob. He wes intreduced to the Tae-
ping Prince, Ying-Wang, who described himself ag
charged to relieve Nganking, which was besioged by
the Imperial forces. Mr. Parkes suggested that he
should not move upon Hankow, which he had some
intention of doing, #s it is one of the ports at which
we were established, and would seriously interfere
with our commerce, and in 1bis he readily acquiesced
On the 24th of March Mr. Parkes was &t Nganking,
where he found the rebels had destroyed all but the
few streets necessary to shelter the garrison. He
reached Wao-hoo & few days afterwards, and report-
ed that the site of its extensive suburbs can now only
be traced by brick heaps and the same may almost
be eaid of the city itself; it has been known o3 one
of the principat emporia on the Yang-tee. Taeping,
a place of -some note 20 miles from this, presonts a
like scene; “theé city is obliterated.” The Intely
flourishing port of Soo-chow is quite destroyed, and
miles of country round it will soon be _covered with
jungle. The party who visited it flushed teal in the
city moat, where a year ago it was barely possible
to find & passage, from the immense number of boats.
The banks of the Grand  Canal, along which is &
broad road, are literally white with buman bones;
human remains lie about'in -all directions, but the
water is supposed o cover a still larger number of
victima. The fugitives, however, are now re-
turning to the villages around Naokin, and they

Hope, in his despatch of the 6thof April; says he
considers the only courss to be to endeavour to ob-
tain the recogaition by both partiee of the neutrality
of our copsular ports, which” would then’ become
places of security: in which-the - Chinese merchants
and capitalists could take refuge, ns at Shanghai;
and their ingennity could devise modes by which
the produce of the country could bs brought there
in defiance of every obstacle, This seems the more
feasible from tho circumitance that trade has been
conducted in a gingular way between: Shanghai and
Soo-chow, with the latter in the pogsession of the
rebels ; it appears that there is a society haviog
friends among bothk the contending -parties, and for
a heavy coosideration their boats are allowed to
trade unmolested, to the large nimber of 'nearly
5,000. The men have a regular. gystem of aignals
and passwords, and it is not improbable that fear of
giving provocation to such a large body has more
weight with the Imperial officer than the bribos.

(From the London Tablet)

The Catholic party in the Belgian Parliament and
in the conntry succumbed in 1857, In the months of
May and June, the Catholic majority in the Cham-
bers was overruled by mob law aod street riots, the
proposed * law of charities” was withdrawn, and Par-
liament was prorogued. -

The Catholics were divided and disheartened, and
the Liberals, Infidels, and Freemasons boasted . that
the country was on their side. The communal elec-
tions in October, which had always been decided on
personal and local considerations, were used for the
first time {or a trial of strength between the great
political parties, and the anti-Catholic and anti- Con-
servative renction gained a decisive victory. The
Cabinet of M. Decker and Vilaia XV, resigned, and
s Liberal Ministry agsumed the reins of power, M.
Charles Rogier, being Minister of the Interior, and
M. Frere Orban, Minister of Finnuce. They dissol-
ved the Representative Chamber, and the general
elections on the 10th of December, regulted in the re-
tarn of 70 Liberals againat 46 of the Catholic party,

Since then the Liberal party has governed Belg-
inm, and both religion and liberty have suffered in
consequence. But the vast majority of the popula-
tion are nttached to their Clergy, to their religion,
and to their liberties ; and the Liberal party, on the
whole, has been more anxious to maintain itgelf in
power than, by indulging its snti-social and anti-
Catholic desires, to provoke an opposition that might
be fatal to it.

_ Of late, the Catholic parcy has been regain-

ing sirongth’ nné confidence, and the elections for

the renewal of one half of the Chamber which took

place on the 11th have been watched with intense

interest. The Provinces ‘of Liege, Limbourg, East

Tlanders, and Hainaalt have hnd to choose new re-
presentatives. The Catholic party, which numper-

ed forty-eight votes, calculated on gaining ten seals,

which would. exactly give them half the Chamber.—
-The important oity of Ghent, .which returns seven

membors. o Parliament, was carried by the Liberals
.in 185%; and the "announcement: that .the Conserva-
-tives were- about.to undertake the reconquest-of the
ancient cepital.of Flanders, cansed: men- 1o look for-
-ward with :great interest to. the .elections which
‘have just.taken place. T e

.- The result:is. now knowa, and .though favornble,
.it does not fulfil the. expectations of our friends,—
- The Oatholic Conservatives have succeeded in rotain-
ing:four. of their-candidates at. the head of .the poll
in:Ghent ;. but three: Libarals:have -been re-clected

'there..: On the other hand; the:Liberals have gained.
:oue;geat:at- Alost. . This. reduces.the . Ministerial
mnjority by six votes, from 20 to 14, the numbors
now being 51 Consorvatives to 65 Liberals, instead
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(hat iron-caged frigites” will ‘supertade
s19° a9 Gphting ships;’ and “thay "are
A DEW navy, therefore, ‘as fast ai they can
e Duke  of ‘Someraet "did - fot Pretend:to
3 " rocently ‘Btated in-the Honge'of
ons wae. _"France had' 8o Tasiy “ironsides
ind,-and is making’ such” exertionto completa
‘inem, thatln & yenr's' time ' or'so 'she- will: have'gy
gome six and twenty armour-plated vegsels—
4 forcs equal even in mere numbers to oir! Mediter.
ranesn and Channel squadrons togetheér. The Jigl.
ians t0o, and the'Spaniards are'ench preparing their
iron-cased veesels, and it 'is, of coiirae; possible that
Spain and italy may be ‘inallidnce with France, —
Allthis while we hive only seven‘iron-plated frigates
in hand;. 8o that, “for "the mowent, 'if thess - ves.
‘gels ‘are really such imprégoable-fabrics as they are
said to be, we'are clearly behindhand, and might be
taken at a disadvaotrge, ' That,'in fact," waa the
argument of Sir John Pakington's apeech the'other
‘diy. - He locked at the case from thispoint of view
and urged ouiadmirality to protect” the country by
immedinte 'exertions of ‘some’ kind or other.” That
there wdg something in thé matter, thus conaidered.
is plain from  the intentions which Lord Clarence
‘Paget announced ; but there is also & really strong
case on the other side, and the Duke of Somersers
statement brought it out véry forcibly:

The French, it js trie, ate building nll (hess veg.

sele, but they are building them very indifferently,
Onr Admiralty can see all their mistakes as they go
on. It seems as certain as pozsible that in 12 months
time their models will'be utterly superseded. The
Achilles, for instance, will probably be us far ip
advance of the Gloire as the Gloire was in advance
of nr old sailing frigate. Even with our present
experience we are & long way ahead of tho French
—not, isdeed, in results but inideas, For example,
the Duke observed, that if it should be advisable to
make defensive preparations of zome sort without
logs of time, we conld do so very ensily by finishing
off a8 ironsides some fabrics which bad been com-
menced as wooden two-deckers " Tdo not think,”
continued his Grace, ‘'‘that they will be very efti-
cient; but these ships will be at least as good as the
French.,” In other words, our very makeshifts will
be ag effective as the best productions ofour peigh-
bours ; and this, we dare say, ia true enongh. Not
that the French are incapable of turning out yood
vessels ; they are among the bést shipbuilders in the
world, but they are in such a burry to *¢ reconatrnet”
their fleet, and the true theory of these new vesgels
is 83 yet so imperfectly apprehended, that the re.
gults must from the very nature of things be imper-
fect too. All this is so very clear, and in this re-
spect we are so cempletely on the safe side, that
the only question ia a8 to the security of the country
duriog the “ infancy ” of the new sciencs, What
should we do, for instance, in the event ot war, if
an enemy could meet our half-dozen ironsides with
a fleet three times as strong ? To this it it is briefly
replied that orders have actually been given for the
immedinte completion of five of the makeshift ves-
gels described above, and if these are atleast ag
good as any others afloat, while our six or seven
originals are far better,. we could not be tuken at
any great disadvantage,—Moreover, we could push
that system of conversion toalmost any extent, If
there was any -* pressure,” we could cut down our
three-deckers, plate them with iron, and send them
oitt to keep the seas ull we had got better vessels
built. But the  Duke bad apother argument slso,
apd & most important one it was, .
. We bave assumed throughout that these iron-
cnsed frigates are really or practically invulnerable ;
at any rate, that they are so much less vulnerable
than other ships ag t0 posgess an incontestable supe-
riority. But’ it ‘happens that within the last fow
days this supposed impregnability has been brought
seriously into question. )

“I now fied,” snid the Duke, alluding to very re-
cent experiments, ‘‘that Sir William Armstroeg’s
guns have fired through eight-inch iron with tle
greatest facility.”

In point of fact, an Armstrozg’s bolt of about 110 1b.
weight wag sent through and through a target not
only stronger than the sides of any French ship, bul
stronger than those of the Warrior herself, We
ghould like to know all the conditions of the experi-
ment before founding a conclusion upon it, bat, if
all is true that is reporied, the science of nttack bas
once more become superior to the science of defonce,
and irongides are comparatively, worthiess. Qur
fleet of gunboats, if each vessel carried a 100 Ib.
Armstrong gun, would be a ‘match for all the iron
navies of Europe. Government, indeed, has heen
proceeding upen this calculation, and has been getv-
ing out these tremendoua engines to the ships of our
fleet, so that if for the moment they should be in-
ferior in powers of defence they might be superior in
powers of attack, - : )

All this, however, does really show the extreme
difliculty of the problem, and gues far to justity the
hesitdtion which our Admiralty has shown. The
Duke of Somerset admitted with perfecs candor that
Goveroment got parplexed by its own experiments.
The more they try, the more they are puzazled. Pirst,
it is found that armor plates, if strong encugh to re-
gigt & shot, are too heavy for the vessel to carry.—
Then, when a new ship hasbeen laid down with
flotation enough to carry thicker plates, it i3 found
that plates of Lhe new thickness can be pierced by s
new projectile, and eo are no longer to be relied
upon. In fact, one of nur departments is workiog
against another, and eack guta the upperband in
turn. In the Victoria Dock lies’ the redonbtable
Warrior, on which -all the resources of the Admi-
raliy are concentrated, so that she may take the wa-
ler proof against atteck., Just across the river
stands the Royal Gun Factory, whero all the sei-
exnce sand organisation of master-minds are employed
in menofacturing engines for the destruction of guch
vessels *ag the Warrior' and her lond, A3 soon 83
we have succeeded in one place, wo succeed again in
the other, and the second success destroys the firal.
The French nre ouly carrying out oneides ; we are
claborating two. They are building ironsides as
fust as they can; we are experimenting upon iron
ironsides, and at the same time developing pew
powers of artillory. 11 ia bocause we learn so clearly
what a gun can do that we are puzzled over the ar-
mour by which a gun can be opposed, and at length,
just now, ingtead of precipitately building ironsides,
we fre.gupplying our old ships with new 100-pound-
ers. The Duke of Somersel’s explanation was not
only very interesting, but exceedingly frank, and it
is impoagible to deny, after what ha3a now been said,
that the problem before our suthorities is enough to
perplex them. We can only trust that during this
period of transition they will never allow our actusl
me;l}s of protection to be sunk below a safe standard.
~— Limes.

. A Parliamentary Return has been published this
week, giving an account in detail of the expenditure
for commissloned chaplains in the year ending March
last. Tho allowances to thetroopas of officiating cler-
gymen io the army were ag follows :-—Gréat Britain,
Protestants, £7,161 ! Roman Catholics, £2,025. Ire-
land, Protestants, £2,442 ; Roman Oatholics, £1,491.
Abroad, Protestants, £5,406 ; Roman Catholics £1,-
229 ; making the total sum paid to Protestant clergy-
men, £15,009, and to Romun Catholies, £4,745; The
sum of £1,907. was. spent last year onthe purpose of
12,210 .Bibles ; 13,5671 .Prayerbooks, . 7,753 Roman
- Catholic Testaments and Prayerbooks, 3,628 Presby-
terian Bibles, and the remsninder on miscellaceous
tracks.: The return.states the unmber of Catholic
cheplainsjto be 18; whiletbere are no less than 64 Pro-
testant chaplains. Theigrenter nimber received pay

of 48 Conaer atives to 68 Liberals.

at rates varying from £182 to £292 per annnm, The
highest amount of pay given is £400 a yeur,



