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TUE PRECIOUS BLOOD. 4

This being the month of the Holy
Angels,_as well as that of the Holy
Rosary, and having referred last week to
each of these devotions, we think it wellr
to write a few lines, in this issue, upona
the subj ect of the Precious Blood. It lst
a subject that i~.of.perpetual interest to
Catholic, and should equally be one of
moment to non-Catholics. Every Chris-
tian knows that the seal of his redemp'
tion is the Blood of Christ; but ail doa
not equally acknowledge the debt due to
that sacred flood ; nor do all seek to leaved
their troubles in its waves. lu the open-9
ing of a little volume, issued by the
Sieters of the Precious Blood, at St.
Hyacinthe, and entitled, "Devotion to=
St. Michael the Archangel and to then
Holy Angels," there are a few lines, theS
most touchingly beautiful of their kindb
that we have ever read; they contain ai
whole sermon in themselves:--d
SL'ange, au ciel, eoloul de ta glnire Ineffable,p
T'adore et te bealt, Sang trois fois adorable;
11 te d.It sa beaute, son eclat immortel
Qui le fait resplendir comme un astre au ciel.

Il sait bien quel tresor nous cachent tes mer-
veilles,

Et, decouvrant son Dieu sous tes gouttes ver-
meilles,

Il emprunte aux-elus leur chant toujours nou-
veau;

'onneur, louange, amour, a toi, Bang de
l'Agneau.'"

iVe will not attempt a literal transla-
tion of these lines, but we will seize upon
the sense of them, and ask our readers
to grasp it. The angel in beaven, the
pure spirit that came from the hand of
God in all its perfection, le dazzled by0
the unspeakable glory of the thrice
blessed Blood, and at once adores and
praises that source of so much happinesa.
From that Blood does the ange] draw the
brilliancy and grandeur that cause it to
glitter, as a star, in the firmament of
Gud's glory. Knowing ail the riches that
are hidden in that Stream of divine
bounty, and beholding God Himself in
each of its crimson drops, the spirit
teaches the elet to uncessingly repeat
that undying canticle, "Honor, praise,
love, to Tbee, Blood of the Lamb."

What a glori, us conception was that of
Father Faber ; a prccession in which we
be.hold hlie BlItd of Christ cming forth
from the eternal thoughtoi Gad, circu.
lating through ail time, and re-vscending
to heaven, after baving, in its passage,
taken up or absorbed each creature of
the Almighty that owes its beauty and
perfection to Him

In the physical order is it not the
blood, circulating freely through the sys-
tem, that imparts life and sustains the
human frame? So lait in the spiritual
ordar ; the Blood cf Christ gushing
througb te 'oui koeps alivo that ani-
miating portiuza of ouri being snd gives to
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it all the beauty, grandeur, strength and
glory that itpossesses. 'roi the hour
of the circnmcision to that of the agony
in the garden, from Pilate's scourging
pillar to Calvary's crose-crowned summit,
the Blood of Christ was shed, in one way
or another, for the redemption of man-
And on the top of Golgotha it not only
trickled down the croes, bedewed the
soil and stained the implements of death,
but it gushed forth over the world,
washed the centuries to come, penetrated
every artery of humanity, rusbed thruugh
every system that the ages were to know.
4nd imparted an eternal vitality, or im
mortality to the race of man. It surged
around the base of the Roman Empire,
and soon flîoded the palaces of pagan
power, obliterating the might of the
Coiars, even as the waters of the deluge
effaced the mountain ranges of the
world. IL arose, as a barrier, against the
tide of barbariem that swept down upon
Christendom, and turned back the biL
Iows of destruction even in the hour of
its greatest strength. It leaped in crim-
son glory down the hill-slopes of time,
and kept expanding, fructifying, invigor-
ating, and saving the soil of generatione.
In the wake of the pilgrim'a veassael it
reddened the seas; on the path of the mis.
sionary it assumed the form of a pillar
to guide his footsteps; over the ruina of
the past it glowedlin triumph; upon the
highway of the future it shone in splen-
dor. And, to-day, all over the great
Catholic world, from thousanda of sacred
altars, does.it ascend to its source, carry-
ing with it the needs of humanity and
depositing them before the throne of all
graces.

Not only is that Blood universal in its
workings, but italsopermeates each par-
ticular soul on earth. Countless are the
miracles performed by that mighty in-
strument of redemption, and unnum-
bered are the favors received through its
medium. Knowing, then, how much is
due to that fountain of happiness, it is no
wonder that the Catholic Church-which
owes its origin and atrength to the Blood
of Christ-should call upon the faithful
to practise a special devotion in honor of
that Precious Blood. While, during the
month of October, special honor is paid
to the Angela who sing God's unending
Glorias, and special attention is paid to

the prayere of the Holy Rosary, it must
not be forgotten that the Precioue Blood
is the source of the Angels' beauty and
of the Rosary's power. Let your barque
of life float out upon that mighty crim-
son atream of Divine bounty, and it will
be wafted, infallibly, into the great ocean
of eternal happinese. Let the sunset of
your life-come when it may-be red-
dened with theL inges imparted from
that source, and it will surely be the
forerunner of a day-dawn of glory.

RE&DING CIROLES.

We understand that in a couple of
sections of Montreal serious steps bave
been taken to establiah Reading Circles.
Notbing could be more praiseworthy
and profitable. All over the United
States to-day have the Catholics com-
menced to thus bind them selves together
hy literary and refining links, and the
immense chain of Reading Circles that
is gradually extending over the Republie
has for ite central point the grand insti-
tution of the Catbolic Summer School
We have not space, this week, to say
much upoh this subject; but we would
like to fling out a few hints for the
benefit of all interested.

The firet advantage of a Reading Circle
is tbat it bringe persons of congenial
taste together and affords an opportunity
cf s conetr.nt interchange cf idoes In
the next place, iL is a source cf amnsing
instruçtion; IL aida in developing a taste

for higher literature and serves te estab-
lish mutual educational facilities. Then
the members of the Circle enjoy the
benefits of each others reading; the
commente made upon chosen authore,
the essaya written and read for the
circle, the criticism-of a friendly and
emulating nature-all go to add intereet
to the beneficial asspmblies. Then,
again, the Reading Circle will fan into
activity the latent ambitions of the cul
tured and of tbose who seek a greater
culture than they yet enjoy. As a rule,
a library-small as¯it may be, but select
-is the natural cutcome of those re-
unions. And what is richer and more
profitable than a choice library ; be it
ever se humble l In one of bis admir-
able essaye, in the colmums of the Dublin
Nation, Thomas Davis thus speaks en-
thusiastically of libraries. And of course
he means libraries for use, not for orna-
ment:

" Beside a library, how poor are all the
other great deeds of man-his constitu-
tion, brigade, factory, man-of-war,--how
poor are all miracles in comparison I
Look at that wall of motley calfskin,
open those slips of inked ragi-who
would fancy thEm as valuable as the
rows of stamped cloth in a warehouse ?
Yet Alladin's lamp was a child's kaliedo-
scope in comparison. There the
thoughtesand deeds of the most efficient
men during three thousand years are
accumulated, and every one who will
learn a few conventional signs-24
(magic) letters-can pass at pleasure
from Plato te Napoleon, from the Argo-
nauts to the Affghans, from the woven
mathematics of La Place te the .y-
thology of Egypt and the lyrics of
Burns. Young readerl pause steadily
and look at this fact till it blaze before
you; look till your imagination summon
up even the few actesand thoughts
named in the last sentence; and when
thee visions-from the Greek pirate to
the fiery-eyed Scotchman-have begun
te dim, solemnly resolve te use these
glorious opportunities, as one whoae
breast bas been sobbing at the far sight
of a mountain, resolves te climb it, and
already strains and exulte in the pur-
posed toil."

This simple quotation should inspire
the organizors and proposed members of
our Reading Circle tc go into the work
with a heart and an ambition. There is
one thing above all to which attention
should be paid, and that is te the selec-
tion and purchase of books. Next week
we will drop a few hints upon this sub-
ject, and they may prove of use to all
who are ambitions of establishing this
splendid meau of self improvement.
Meanwhile we wish every imaginable
succesa to the Reading Circles, be they
on a larger or smaller scale. Keep them
up and all will benefit ultimately-both
the members of the circles and the
whole community.

IT WILL be seen by our columus that
the number and importance of our ad-
vertisements are considerably augment-
ed. We desire to thank, individually
ard collectively, ail our friends who seek
the medium of TEE fTuE WITNESs tO
make known their business to the publia.
And we particularly ask of our readers
and subscribera in general to assist us by
encouraging the people who encourage
this paper. Read our coluns carefully
and you will find that almost every
branch of business is advertised in them.
We can go further and say that we are
in a position to heartily and conscienti-
ously recommend all whose establish-
ments are noticed in our pages. We
trust that the old saying, "one good turn
deserves unethor," will find an illustra-
Lion lu tha patxonagaet ouêave4iers
shall receive.

THE CZAR.

The rumor ie abroad, sud is strongly
confirmed, that the Rider of Rassis ie
iying under his death-stroke. In any
case it le not probable that the present
Czar can see many more days of power
or life. The event of hie death muet be
considered as of great importance both
te Russis and te Europe. The peaceful
disposition of the present Autocrat of all
the Rusuia as served to keep away the
Enropean war-clond that bas so often
lonmed upon the hnrizon during the past
ton yoareor more. Mtny a serions corn-
pl-cation bei been obviated by the suifer.
ing monarch, and it hais been botter se.
There la conesiderable press speculation
regarding the probable attitude that the
Czarwich will assume when the moment
cornes that power shall fall into hie
banda. It le well known that h le inot
of as peaceful and tame a disposition as
his father, yet it je questionable whether
ho would find it advisable to precipitate a
great conflict. Taking it for granted that
the days of the Czar are numbered, we
cannot afford to jump te any conclusion
regarding hie successor.

As far as the Czarwichis concerned
there are many things to be taken into
coneideration. As a raie the Russian
potentates have been more or les ciri
cumscribed in their actions and limited
ln their experience of the world. Be-
tween the duties of a Czar's high post,
that necessitate an almost constant at-
tention on hie part, and the continuous
fear of violence in which ho lives, and
on account of which he is hedged in
from hie subjects te a great extent, he
has little opportunity of taking perseonal
cognizance of affaira going on around
him. He rules according t traditional
practice, more thaun through observation.
He hears of the systems in other lande,
of the freedon. enjoyed by subjects or
citizens, of the power of the voz populi,
and he reflects upon all, learns in this
indirect manner just as one would reflect
upon a novel-but never with the idea of
putting into practice what the fiction
or the story containe. Provided
Nihiliste eau ho kept down, bombe cap1

tured and the personal afety of the
ruler secured, it mattera little how the
great mass of the Russian population
may get along, or how the world abroad
may bo governed. Of course aIl this i
due te that spirit of barbariem that clings
ever te the skirts of Russian civilizition.
It le true-as the conquering Coraican
said-" if you scratch a Rusian you wîll
find a Tartar."

But the century draws te a close, civil.
ization la advancing with glatit atrides,
invention and progress are revolutioniz.
ing the earth, and the means of inter-
national communication are becoming
daily more perfect; Rassis, no more
than any other nation, can afford to
keep outaide the ever growing circle of
modern influence, of democratic senti-
ment. Conaidering all these facts we
muat alseo remember that the future
Czar, although yet a young man, has
seen a great deal of the world. Besides
the very liberal education which hlie hs
received, ho has sojourned in almost
every civilized land. With hie deep in.
terest in the eubject of statescraft, and hie
natural abi;ity, he muet have had hie
eyes opened and hie mind considerably
enlarged, when passing through mon-
archies, republics and constitutionally
governed countries of almost every kind.
Hie has seen, and felt, and experienced
what freedom means; h lis aise had
ample opportunity of judging of the
effects of the different systeme of govern-
ment. Taking all these circumstances
into coneideratien, iL migbt not lie im-
probable that, on assuming the, heim cf
eAste, tho yoiing Czar, insteasd of LunAizn


