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ULIVER TWlST AND THE PlCKPUCKET

BY BOZ.

" For eight or ten days Oliver remnined in the Jew's
ruo:n, picking the warks out of the pocket-handkerchicfs,
(of which a great number were brought home,) and some-
tuues takmn part in the game alreudy described, which
e two buys und the Jew pluyed regularly every day.
At length he began to lsnguish for the fresh air, and fook
wany occusions of carnestly eutreating the old gunlc-
man to sllow hin to g0 out to work with his two cop-
panions.

Oliver wae renered the more anxious to be actively
employed by what he hud seen of the.stern wortality of
he old gentlewan's characies.  Whenever the Dodger
or Charlay Bates came bome at night empty-handed, he
\\uuld expatiate with great vehemence on the misery of
ille aud lazy hubits, und enforce apon them the necessity
,,r an active life by scuding them supperless to bed : upon
a ue occasiun he even vent so fur 08 to knock them both
cown a flight of stairs ; but this wils carrying out his vir-
lugus procepts to an unusual extert.

At lenglh onc morning Oliver obtained the permission
e lnd.poq.erl) sought. There had been no handker-
checfs to work upon, for two or three days, and the din-
nerd had been mther m'ogre Perbups these were rea-
soas fur the o!d gooﬂomun s giving Lis assent ; but, whe-
ther they were or aot, he told Oliver he might go, and

= placad bim yuder thuyam‘,guardmudw of (.hnrlc Y. Bw%’d

: andhuu'rwod the Dodger

'Php dbese beys sallied ont ; the Dodger wuh his coet-
!‘00“& tucked ap and hig bat socked as usunl, Master
Bates aunicring along with " Yiis hands in his pockets, and
Oliver between them, wondering where'they were going,
md nlml branch of manufacture he \sould be mstrucled in
st _

‘The pace at which they went was such a very lazy,
lll—iookm" saunter, that Oliver .soon began to think his

' enmpamous were going to deccive the old gen!lemnn, by

Bot geing to work ut ull.  The Dodger had a viciots pro-
penmy, too, ofpullmg the caps fuom the heads of small
boya and losomg lhomoo‘om\ areas ; while Charley Bates
nhxbuu.l some very loone notions concerning the rights of
pmperty, by pilfering divers apples and onions fmm the
salls at the kennel sides, and thrushng them into pockets
~which wero so surprisingly capacious, that tlley seemed
W undermine his wholo suit of clothes in e¥éry direction.
These things fooked 50 bad, that; Oliver wis on the point
of declaring his intention of seeking his way back in the
best way he could, when his thoughts were suddenly: di-
- &ted into another channel by a very mysterious change of

béhaviour on'the part of the Dodger.’
‘They were just emerging from n narrosr court ot far
the open'square ia Clerkenweli, which is called, by

m
;&e strange perversion of terms, “ The Green,”® when

ile Dodgoer made a sudden stop, and laying his finger on
8 lip,~ drew hxs companions back ngnm mth the greatest
mnion and ‘circamspection. -
ol What’s i’ wmatter 2" - demanded- Ohver

l Hiish npheﬁ the Dodger. Do you see. that old

wveiat the book-stall 2> + -
m“"' old gehﬁemnn ovor the my M lmd leven' "1 es,
1“0 n‘m " ‘ . .

{oorners, rousing up the deges and<stonishing the"

them, nnd not knowmu wlxether to advance or reme,
stood looking on in mlent amazement,

The old geutleman was a very respectable lookmg per-|.
sonage, with a powdered headand gold spectacles ; dress-
ed m a bottle-grcen coat with a black velvet. collar, and
white trousers, with a smart bamboo cane under his arm..
lle had taken up a book from the. stall, and there he stood,
treading away as hard as ifhe were in his elbow-chair in his
own study. It .was very possible that he fancied bimself
there, indeed ; for it was plain, from Lis utter abstraction,
that he saw not the book-stall, nor thestreet, nor the boys,
nor, in short, anything but the book itself, which he was
reading straight throogh, turning over the leaves when he
got to the bottom of a pzge, begiiming at the top line of
the next one, and going regularly on with the greatest in-
erest and eagerness. '

What was Qliver’s horror and alarm as he stooda few
paces ofl, looking on with his eye-lids a8 ‘wide open as
they would possibly go, to sea the Dodzer plunge his hand
jnto this old gentleman’s pocket, and draw from thence
i handkerchief, which he handed to 'Charlcy Bates, and
with which they both ran away round the corner at fult:
speed ! !

In one instant the w ho'le mystery of the hﬂuddﬂl'c}ll(.ra,
and the watches, aud the j jewels; and the Jew, rushed up-
ou the boy’s mind.  [le stood for a moment with' the blood
tingling so through all his veins from terror, that he felt as|
il he were ina burning fire ; then, confus ! and frighten-

*he gook to his heels, agd,’ not K Qwjig what he did,
de oﬂ” as f" st iis ‘he couiﬁs hib foet to: , around. ‘:'

This-wag all donem a minute’s space, and ‘the very in-
staut tbnt Oliver bcgon Hbrun, Lhe old gentlemnn; pnmnw
his hund te hia pocket, and missing his bandi(erchxef torn-
ed gbarp round. Seeing the boy scadding a'.vn) at such a

ma

i’ushmg thron
_{the ery, « Stop thief ! atop thief !

ing something deeply implanted in the human breast.,
OnP wretched, breathless child, panting. w,y,th exhn.usqu,{
terror in his looks, ‘agony in hxs eye,. :
spiration streaming down his face, strai

track, and gain upon him every inatant

.

, BW ell the shout and lend fresh vwom: 10

“¢ Stop thief ! stop thief *’ There is apasmon for hunt—

=}

.drops.of per -
,,'yery nerze to,
muke head upon his pursuers ; and as 1hey follow on hur“
ey ‘hail his de~
creasing strength with still louder sho :md whoop and’
scream with joy *Stop thxef "’—Ay, stop him. for God’m‘
sake, were it only inmierey ! . -
‘Stopped at last. A clever blow hats. ,_He sdown upon
the pavement, and the crowd eag gathea' round him ; 3,
each new comer JOat]lng and strug ‘g ‘with_ the .otbers to
catch a glimpse. ¢ Stand as:d., —:¢ Give hlm a htt]e
air I"’—Nonseose ! he don’t déserve it.”’ —t Whore’g 1he -
gentleman 2’ —* Here he is, commg down the itlféef"

«« Make room there for. the nent emnan ! e In thm tho o
boy, sir } 37— Yes. '
Ofiver lay covered with mud and dust, and bleedmgf
from the mouth, looking wildly .round the.heap of faces.
that surrounded hitn, when the old gentleman wns ofti-,
ciously dragzed aud pushed .into’ the circle by tﬁe foremost
of the pursuers, and made this rep]} to tbeu' ;mnons m—

5

quirieg.

am; afrmd e e on
: ‘“A T”ﬂ’wumuréa the crowd “Tﬁat agood un._ .
% Poor fellow """ ‘said the’ gentleman, T he has hurt
hxmself b )

+1did that, sur,” &ud a crent lubberfy fefloiv sste;xpm-t
forward ;. “and preclonsl) I cnt my Lnuckle agm hu
mouth 1 stopped him, sir.’> o

rapid pace, he very. natumlly conclud\.d bim to be the
depredator, and, houtmv ¢ qlop th.cf ” wnhall Lis might,
made off after him, book j in hand. .

But the old gentleman was not the only person who
raised the hue and ¢ry.  The Dodcrer and Master Bates,
anwilling to attract pubuc attention by runping down the
open street, had merel) retirod into the very first door-
way round the corner. "They no sooner heard the cry, and
saw Oliver running, than, goessing exactly how the matter
stood, they issued forth with greal proqpmude, and,
shouting **Stop thief I”* too, joined in the parsuit like good
citizens. S

Although Oliver had been brought up by philosophers,
he was not theoretically acquainted with - their beautiful
axiom that self-preservation is the first Jaw of nature If

be had been, perhaps he would have been’ prepured for, .

this. Not being prepared, however, it alarmed bim- the
more ; so away he went like the wind, withithe old. gen-
tleman and the two boys rouring and shouts ,‘behwd him.

¢t Stop thief I' stopthief !> Thereis a ﬁmgao in the

sound. The tradesman leaves his connten,}ﬂnd e par-
man his wagon; the butcher throws ! dowm_‘_u_a tray, the

his parcels, - the schoolboy his marbles, the’ piviour his’
pick-nxe, the child his battiedore : away: 1, 1pell=}
mell, helter-skelter, . slap-dash, tearing,. y&ll‘ug-, ‘and
screaming; knocking down the passengers as’ tien iR the’

~ {aud looking round “ they are here sop

‘baker his basket, the milkk-man his pail, the errand-boy |

The fellow tonched his hat with a gnn, expectmgsome-
thing for his paiss; but the old gentleman, eyeing ]'um wuh
an expressicn of disgust, looked anxxously round, as’ xf -
he contempluted running away hxmself ;5 which it 1s very
possible he might have nttempted to do, and thus affarded '
another chase, had not a police ofticer (who.i is always the .
last person to arrive in such cases,. at ‘that moment made
h\ls way through the crowd, and se;zed Oliver by thagpol-

“ Come, get up,’” said the man' roughly £ .
“It wasn’'t me indeed, sir. “Indeed, mdeed, it wastwo
other beys,” said Oliver, c]nnpmg his hands passmna.tel} >

lar.

ewhere,>
¢¢ Oh no, the) aint,”’ s:nd the oﬂice:. %omep,nt thlszto

-
be u-omoa.l but it was true besxdes, To; the Dodgceli and ‘

- ™

lhey came to. 3-—“ Come, getup.”” : _
¢« Don’ t hort hnn,” suid the old cent‘leman compﬁssxon— 5
ately. - o

< Ohno, I wont hurt hnm,” rephed the ox‘ﬁcer, !earmg
his jacket half ‘off bis back in proof thereof e Come 1 .
know you ; it wontdo. Vhll you - stand upon\onr legc, .
you young “devil 27’ : Cif
- Oliver,. who could hardly stand madeashnft to rm:v 1
hlm;elf upon his feet, and was at once. lu ged along the .
streets by the Jacket collar at a rapid pace. . The gent!e—
man \vn]l\ed .on with them by the officer’s Slde > and AT
many of 1he trowd a8 cou.ld, got a hltle a—,hoz}d 'uu]_k g
stared baok at Ohver from time to txme The boya -shout- :

~

and stréets, quates, and courts re-echo willitlre"soi éd m mnm'p"h and on they went.-Benlley 5 .Mzscellanj '

.+ Stop thief ! stop thief 1" ' The ory is taken’ up bya) ' | e
hundred voices, qud the crowd acopmilute ot 5"""3 tard- ;\ Tbere is ne lxvmg creatare that oﬁ‘es us’s&%h ﬁn héa Pt
‘ng Away llle.Y ﬂ.Y’ SPXQSlm’Ig thmugh the-ylnd and mt\ happ‘mS a’ n,.b"-d a5 it Sklmé on’ ]lgbt w]ng ‘l!]ﬁ ..... “'e 4 :.

i Hetl db ;' uxd the Dndger.

‘ "n.l i)rl‘n'M y flhtr,"’ o'!norvod Charlay Bates. :

4 xﬁr Ionﬁed fiom. one  to the other with- the: greatest]
{ Prise, Bt was ' not periilted to- make any inguiries, for

\.. -\:\-. e

—h- ire

tling.along the pavemenis ; nngxmgwmglawh. eat.ranthe ] sther, nlishte ambiy flowery: shirfubs; or tipoi: {58 snﬁiu‘v:*"'
peoples . onward beay ,the mob:.a .wholo‘gudm;oe desert boﬂghvof*atldﬂy &ie, orﬂre”he‘s"m 'pﬁma’g%ﬁ'f*m-toﬂﬂﬁnﬁt"‘ |

P""‘*‘”""’“ very thickest . o7 she 2‘05. Mdiwm tbe H'*E’“ SR -

Eﬂ"vio Hoyc walkéd :tuldnly ‘a¢ross the-road, and slunk'
ﬂ!ﬁlw'ﬁn ol petittenah towards whom - his otten-
“‘w Wﬁsmm Oﬁvo:’ﬁlked‘tfew pices ofter
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