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Mission Field.

THE “QUARTERLY REVIEW"
ON CITURCIT OF ENGLAND
MISSTONS,

[From the 8, P.G-. Mission Field for
April]

Tn the Quarterly Review for Janu-
ary there is an article on © The Pro-
gress and Prospeets of Church Mis-
sions,”" which no doubt not w few of
onr readers have alveady scen. It
gives o trathful summary of the;
facts, and o yet. more valuable indi-
eation of their significance.  DBegin-
ning by quating the command of our
Blessed Tord, the writer shows how
in fullilling it o ““grent variety of
sectlar consequences aro involved,

such s are of the deepest practical
interest tothe statesman and philan-
thenpist, and which toneh at almost
every puint the highest moral and
intellectnal ideals,”

An arruiment, of this Kind is of
great value, Tomay suflice for those
of wswho wre helping the missionary
ciatise nt homo to know that we are
acting in obedience to our Lord) and
to bo impelled by desira for His
honor, and (e the completion of 1is
onrthly Kingdom, Atthe =ume tine,
reasoning such an thix articlo offors
necessary i the number of the
helpers of Foreign Missions is o
grow,

For what can expluin the extraor
dinary apathy of many in this mat-
ter?  How can wo account for the
negleet of a command ko plain, no
itpressive in the cireumstanees of
its uterance, so essentindly conneeted
with every principle and every as
peel. of Christianity ¥ 1L wero o
terrible suswer o say that the res-
son s to be found in tho spivitual
deadness of those who do not help
the enuseat Poreign Missions,

In how grent degroe sueh reason
wotkl be trie wo refrain from inguir-
ing. Tho reason e be expressaed
no less fupeilidy it wo simply state the
indisputable taet that tor the Chris-
fianity of all of ws there is the dan-
cor of being maimed and dwarfed,
inconsistent and wnrensonable, short-
sighted and seltishe 1t s possible
for a man todgnore a thing that all
his  Bible reading, the prayers he
wtters, and cach of hix commuanions
should make him feol in hoart and
wind and soal; and yet to bo devout
in his personal religion, a3 woll as
oarnest in holping the eause of the
tthureh in his own parish, his own
dincese, and his own land, To the
rest he shuts his heart,  Ho loavos
that to “missionary enthusinsts,”

in

or
to those who happen to * take an
interest in PForeign Misstons,”” To
the intimate relation botween this
work and the [nearnation and the
Atonemeoent, and to the faet that the
winning of the wholo world for Christ
is preeminontiy the work tor which
tho Chaureh was foundod and exists,
he manages to blind himself, e
thinks Foreign Missions are rather
sentimental,  Ho hears somewhove
that they are failures, and that it s
a hopoless sort of business altogothor,

and that there is much more practi-

-cal work to be done,

To such o man the following pas-
sage should be wholesome reading :

“There is hardly n branch of hu-
man study, as there is no exercise of
lofty and relf-denying cffort, which
has not found ample scope on the

i Misgion field, or has not been en-

riched in the pursuit of missionary
work, Philology, geography, and
ethnography, our recent scienco of
comparative religions, our extended
knowledge of the world's surfuce, our
clearer comprehension of the primi-
tive state of man, have all been widely
indebted to tho labors of thoso who
have gono forth tocarry the Master's
message into the depths of continents
hitherto untrodden by Buropeans, or
who have been nerved to penotrate
into territories where death would
probably be the portion of the in-
trnder, Nor have the material ad.
vantages of missionary work heen
less conspicuous.  The extension of
Christianity moans the extension of
a civilisntion which brings new ideas
in its tramn, before which the walls of
tho mostinveterate exclusiveness are
falling, which opons out new markets
for the world’s products, and which,
by the introduction of’ more humane
and progressive principles into the
govornment of savage and stationary
races, nmcliorates the condition and
augments the happiness of a large
proportion of mankind.  Such bless-
ingn inovitably follow in the track of
Misxions, and it would seem therefore
to be the height of folly to sneer at
missionary offort, and the mark of
culpuble ignoranco not to know what
i doing in this noblo field of human
enterpriso. 1t is too late to speakof
efforts ax futile or fanatie which have
literally girdled the globe with a
chain of missjionary stations, and
those who now spenk scornfully of
Missions are simply men behind their
nee.

(7o be Continued.)
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* We meet here all the well-known chiaracteristies of his writings. The style is stralght-
forward and vigorous, Tlhereis never any doubt abeut his meaning. His remarksarealwayy
puluted, and the arrangement of nls material is excellent.'—tuardian,

* We should think that it would be difficult to find anywhere such a real help for preacher

. .« Such depth ot spirltual teaching 1s seldom to ve found.~Ruck
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