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CALENDAR FOR NOYEMBER.

Nov, 1—ALL SaInrs. :

“  5—23rd Sunday after Trinity,

«  12—24th Sunday after Trinity.

“ 19—25th Sunduy aftor Trinity.

«  96—26Gth Sunday after Trinity. [Sunday
noxt beforo Abvenr,] (Give No-
tice of St. Andrew’s Day).

“ 30—ST. ANDREW'S DAy,

ADVIENT I=O3.

“ Now it is high time to wwake out of sleep : for
not is our saloalion nearer than when e believed.”
Romans xiii, 11.

With this beging the Church yenr, which
with its four Sundnys, mnkes a proper and
needed proparation for the Christmas fact and
joy. The name is of Lalin derivation, and is
omployed to designato the Two Comings of Christ
“in grent humility,” eighteen conturies ago,
Ty Save ; and Iis coming hercalter Lo Judye.
Advont sounds thus a bugle note of vigilance
and propavation, urging us all in the language
of the Collect, “To cust away tho works of
darkness and put upon us the armor of light,
now in tho timo of this mortal life.”  And so it
strotches on through the Christmas festival, the
Kpiphany evidencoes of our Lord’s Divinity, the
Lenten sorrow for sin, the shadow of the Cross,
tho gloom of the grave, the Kuster triumph, the

the Glory of Olivet, the Pentecostal effusion of

Holy Ghost, the establishment of the Church
as an historie and porpetual organization on
ourth, the fostival of Trinity and the nocessary
Prinitarinn concoption ol true Christianity, it-
goll followed by the long reason boaring this
name and devoted to pracueal teachings in the
dutios of every-dny religion. In this annual
vound, how true it is, that—

As prisoners noteh thelr tally stlek,
And walt the far-cf day,

So marks she days, and months, and yeurs,
Ta ponder nud to priy ¢

w And year by yenr beginniug now
Her (uithful task subllme.
How luvingly she muteth vut,
Kugh portion in its time.”
—Parish Guide.

Dwern upon tho thought of Advent as a
groat reality. 1t is an articlo of the Creed. It
is n truth that was once most intimately con-
nocted  with that corner-stone of primitive
prouching — the  Resurrcction. Now it has
almost disappeared from Christian thought, and
cortninly is nover heard in many pulpits,  Yet
it ono will tako the trouble to exaumine the
cpistlos of the Now Testamont it will bo sur-
prising to sce the prominenco of that teaching
of the Yiord's veturn. It will be an instructive
study to note how very markedly our Lord
dwelt upon the same in Iis parables and dis-
coursus,  Out of thirty parabies at least ton are
jote or loss concor od with the idea of Advent,
and theso are : mony: the wost noted ones.  Of
tho set discour osi. whicl the tenching is most

direct and positive, there are not a few. Yet
this doctrine has been pushed to one side, ex-
pluined away, even denied in public teachings,
without seemingly a suspicion that it belongs
to the very essence of New Testamont Serip-
ture, Of course, scientific rationalism denies
it. Having disposed of the beginning of the
world, to be consistent it must drop all belief in
the ending of the sume.—Selected.

Frox time to time obscuve and evanescent
sects, founded by illiterate men, much bewil-
dered from pouring over the prophecies, Tevive
the thought of Advent, only to fall into the
specinl error the Lord warned against—rviz,
the fixing of the day and hour. This, no doubt,
has led to the distaste with which some, who
should know better, view the idea of Advent.
But errors of all sorts should not be suffered to
obscure any vital truth of Rovelation, Weo bid
our readers strive for themselves to sec what
(tod’s Word declares, and to clear that away
from all speculations of men  For the Lord’s
own solemn and affectionate Word bids his
chosen to ““ Watceh "3 “Tiest coming suddenly
ILe find them sleeping.”

ThE coming in of cneh Advent soason wil-
nesres to some great and decided advance to-
wards the second coming, in His glory, of the
man Christ Jesus. The religious observer can-
not fuil to recognize this progress yoar by year,
though to tho purely secular mind it may not
be evident,  Thai che kingdom of God cometh
not with observation is a truth that is enforeed
by the failure ol every attempt that has been
made to predict the times and the scasons of
the coming of the Judge; and yet nothing is
more evident than the fact thut His way is pre
paring, and that each year marks more
fully some progress definitely and clearly
made in that work of prepuration. The
note of preparation is not always whal the
world calls a  roligious one—it is often
indeed gonerally, what is regurded ax entirely
socular.  BEvery advance in civilizution, every
stop towards the botterment of the human race,
whether in knowledge, in matorinl welfure, or
in spiritual advancoment, is a sign ot the Com-
ing Lord, and that the promise of Iis Coming
iy sure.

The day of Christ's appearance is not to be
determined by the fanciful intorpretation of
detached texts of Seripture, He Himsell has
snid that it is not for human minds to know the
times and tho seasons, which the Father has
put in His own power. The tulilment of pro-
phecy is not a thing that can be forced by any
such proceeding as was recently seen in the for-
mation of a railroad company with the design
of hastening the fulfilment ot a prophecy which
the projectors chose to intorprot as declaring
that n railroad should run through Palestine.
But in the events of the worid’s history can be
scen each year how surely and stoadily God s
bringing on the day of the coming ot the Son
of Man. Even in the event of a short time
since, when the American world witnessed the
establishment of a unitorm standard of time,
though apparently u thoroughly secular event,
and dovised for tho benetit of “purely commer-
cial interests, marked an era in the history of
the human race that will one day be recognized
as having an tmportant boaring on the prepara-
tion of the world to meet the Lord at His
coming,

The world does move, and it moves onward
in that ono direction, though men may think
but little of it. The Church of Christ is the
groat instrumeutality which lle has ordained
for the bringing in of Ilis kingdom, and yet the
groatost triumphs of that Church are notalways

those that are most patont to human sight,
The Holy Spirit prepared tho way for the first
Advent of the Savipur in a manner that the
devout student of history can easily recognize
now, but of which the nations of the earth,
seeking only their own material advancement,
wore absolutely unconscious. And when the
fuln.ess of the time was come, the Anointed One
appeared, to be the Saviour of the world, And
50 it 18 to day. The Holy Spirit is doing the
same work ; in the Church sanctifying the peo-
ple of God, and uniting them with Christ; and
in the world preparing the way for that Church,
*“ tho Saints of the Most High God,” to tuke
the kingdom, and go forth to meet the King
when He shall come again,

The Advent thought is full of hope to the
Christian, even when he looks upon the world
as it now is, There is no advance, no real for-
ward step in the history of mankind, that ix
purely secular and without its important bear-
ing upon the advancemont of Cbrist’s kingdom.
The Holy Ghost has His active objective work
in the world as wellas in the Church and He is
performing it, The progress of thought, the
advance of physical scienze, the great strides
that civilization is making throughout the
world through the levelling instrumentality of
commerce, and the wonderful developments of
human intellect and intelligence, are as much
His work as the great progress which the
Church of Cnrist is making in the world. And
it is for the same ond, the preparation of the
world for the Coming of its Lord,

It is the hopefnl mind, looking cagerly for
the Master's approach, that is quick to discern
tho evidence that He gives of His drawing nigh.
It was in the durkest days of persecution thal
the aged Apostle saw the glory of the coming
Suviour, and uttered that hopoful prayer,
“ lven so, come Tword Jesus,” There i3 no
cause for doubt or fenr in the mind of the
Church’s children to-day. On every side is
seon ‘“the promise of Mis coming.”—The
Churchman.

PROPORTION OF THE FAITH.

The beginning of u new Christian yeur brings
with it the inquiry whether any onc of the
great facts concerning the Christ are lost sight
of. The Christian religion is historical as much
as it i3 doctrinal, The two great creeds arc
almost wholly occupied with statements of his-
torical facts. Itis on those facts that men’s
faith may depewl.  Ltis on the right holding of
those facts that a right faith depends. No
one of them must be held to the exclusion of

another.

Therein lies & great comfort, Faets remain.
They cannot be misunderstood. Doctrines may
be perverted. The language of doctrinal state-
ments may change its meaning, and so their
meaning may be changed. But no man nced
ever forget events, or misunderstand them.

So the Church has handed down through all
her centuries the fucts of -the Saviour’s birth
and life and death, His resurrection and ascen-
sion, His sitting at the right hand of the
Father, and the assertion of His coming again,
in fature time,

These great facts do not contradict each
other. They fill up and round out the Gospel
of salvation,” They are all, too, essential, and
i any one loscs sight of a single one of them
all, his faith becomes disproportioned. ‘

Now, very many seom to have lost sight of
the great article of belief with which the Chris-
tian year opens, As cerlain and sure as any
other article of the Christinn story epitomized
in tho crceds is the assortion rogarding the
Christ that He now ‘sittoth on the right hand
of tho Father, and Ho shall come again with
glory 10 judge both the quick and the dead.



