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CALENDAR FOR NOVEMBER.

Nov. 1-ALrL SAINTS.
"g 5-23rd Sunday after Trinity.

12-24th Sunîday atller Trinity.
19-25th Sunday aller Trinity.

26-2;th Sunday ater Tirinity. [Sunday
next before ADVENTJ (tiive No.
tice of St. Andrew's Day).

30-ST. ANDREW'S DAY.

AD>VENT 18493.

" Noiw it is high tivne to awake out of sleep: foi
now is our salvation nearer ttaikat wh/ten wve believe<I."

Romans xiii. i1.
WitLi this begins Clth Church year, which

with its four Sundays, makos a proper aind

needed preparation for the Christnas flct and

joy. The nane is of' Latin dérivation, and is
employod to designate the Twvo Coings of Christ
"in grotL humility," eighteen centuries ago,
To Save; and His coming hereafter TO Judye.
Advent sotnds thuis a bugle note of vigilance

and preparation, urging us ail in the langtiage
of lie Collect, "l To cast away the works of

dirkiness and put upoi us the armor of light,
now in the timo of this mortal life." And so iL

stretches on through the Christias festival, the

Epiiphany evidences of oui Lord's Diviiity, the
Lentenl sorrî'ow l'or sin, the sliad[ow of the Cross,
tlie glooit of tle grave, the Easter triumph. t lie

tlie Glory of Olivot, tie Pentecostal el'tsioni of'

Holy Gh(osti, t establishment of the Churci

as tit histori and p etti orgazat ion on

carth, lthe l'stival of Trinily and thlie iecessa ry
Triniitiaria n ceoIceptiol of i1 ru1 Ciristianity, ift-

self lollowed by the long mes.onl boeiring Ithis
name and devoted tc pratetal teachings in the

d utios of ve ry-day religioin. 1ii this tannuotal

round, iow truc it is, that-

As irisolerg notch itheir gitlly -sticlk,

And wat t i io IlLr.< Il dity,
se, ,,ark't silo ,hiiîyt, oil iiiotiLlits,:tutti ye'urs,

T ponder andt to pray:

A titi year ty year begnttmnig ilow
H Ier tthfu tatit ask subitmie.

flow lovilugly sheo multth lt.,
Eachl portion Iin asi tlime."

i wmai, i upon the thouglt of Advent :s a

great reality. IL is an article of the Creed. 1t

is a truth that was once imost itimiînately con-

iected with that corner-stone of primlitive

preaching - the Resurrection. Now it lias
ainost disappeared fron Christian thought, and

certaiity is nover heardi in may pulpits. Yet
il one will take tho troubla to exItminie lte
epistlos of the New Testamiiett it vill b sur-
prising te see the prominene or that tetchitg
of the Liord's returti. It will be un iistrietive
stidy to note how very iiarkedly Our Lord
dwelt uponi the samena iii Ilis parables anti dis-
our'sas. Out of thi ty pt rables at. icast toit are

mtore or- less ctceri ed wi li hlie idea of Advent,
and these are : mon. the itmost noted oues. of
tio selt discour os il. which the tonchiug is most

direct and positive, there are not a few. Yet
this doctrine has been pushed te one side, ex-
plained avay, even denied in publie teachings,
without seemingly a suspicion that it belongs
to the very essence of New Testament Serip-
turc, Of course, scientific rationalism denies
it. Javing disposed of the beginning of the
world, to be consistent it must drop all belief in
the ending of the sanc.-Selected.

Ftt-o.u time to ime obscure and evanescent
sects, founded by illiterate men, much bewil-
dered fromn pouring over the prophecies, revive
the thought of Advent, only to fall into the
special error the Lord warnied against-viz..
the fixing of the day and hour. This,no doubt,
lias led to the distaste with which some, who
shotuld know better, view the idea of Advent.
But errors of ail sorts should not bc suffered to
obscure any vital truth of Revelation. WC bid
ouhr renders strive l'or themselves to see what
God's Word declares, and to clear that away
from all speculations of meif Por the Lord's
own soleinii and affectionate Word bids his
choscn te "l Vatch !"; "Lest cotintg suddenly
[le find thei sleepinig."

'J'iE colning in of cach Advent season vit-
tesses lt soe great ant-d dec'ided advance to-

wards the second cohming, in Ris glory, of the
mail Christ Jesus. The religious observer cai-
ntoL fail to recoignize this progress year by year,
thouglh to the purely secular mind it may nlot
he evidoni. ThatL ci kiingdom of God cometh
ntot with observation is aL truth t hat, is chnforcetd
bty the fatilure of' every attemtL that has bee
mtatîde to predict lte Limes and lte seatsons of'
the comintg of' the Judge; and yet nothing is
ttmore evident than tha fact that lis wty is pre
paring, and that eacli year iarks more
fully somte progress delfinitely and clearly
made in that work of' preparation. Tte
note of preparation is ntot always what the
world calls ia raligious one--it is often
indeed gtnertlly, what is regarded as entirely
secular. Every advance in civilizvtion, avery
step towards Lth betternent of the humian race,
whether in i kiiowleidge, in material welfare, or
i ut spiritual advanceint, is a sigi of' fthe Coi-
ing Lord, and that the promise of' His Corning
i sure.

'l'ie day of Christ's appearance is not to b
deteriimned by tlie fiiinciftil interprétation of
detaclied texts of' Sciipture. lie limîîself' has
said tiat it is nlot for hu uin-t i ii uds to kiiow the
tintes and the seasons, whicl the Father lias
put in lis own power. The fultilment of pro-
phecy is nlot a thing that cain b forced by any
snih proceeding as was recently socni in the for-
itation of a railroad Company with lthe design
of iastening lte fulfilment ot' a prophecy which
the projectors chose te interpret as declaring
that a railioad siould run through Palestine.
But, in lte evenîts of the worid's historv ean be
seei eacl year iov surely and steadily God 'is
bringing on the day of the cotingt of the Son
of Mi. Even in the vent of a short time
since, when the A merican world wvitnessed the
establishment of' a utiftormn standard of tite,
though apparently a thorotgbly secular event,
and à0evised er theo benetit 'of purely contmer-
eial interests, iiî'kead tnil cra in the listor'v of
lta hiunan race tIhat will oie day b recogntized

as having at important bearing oi the prepara-
tioi of ta w'ord te ncet the Lord at His
coininig.

Tie world does nove, and it novas onward
in thatt one direction, thotigh ilon iay think
luit little of it. 'Tie Chureh of Christ is the
gret iustru tality whi lit e las ordained
lr the brinîging in of lis kitiguou, and yet the
greatest triumhls of that Church are notalways

those that are most patent to human sight.
The Holy Spirit prepared the way for the fiit
Advent of the Savipur in a manner that the
devout student of history can easily recognize
now. but of which the nations of the carth,
seeking only their own material advancement,
were absolutely unconscious. And when the
fulh.ess of the time was come, the Anointed One
gppeared, te be the Saviour of the world. And
se it is te day. The Holy Spirit is doing the
same work; in the Church sanctifying the peo.
ple of God, and uniting them with Christ; and
in the world preparing the way for that Church,
" the Saints of the Most H1igh God," to take
the kingdom, and go forth te meet the Kinîg
wlhen lie shall coie gtiii.

Tite Advent thought is full of hie tO the
Christian. even when ho ooks upon the worll
as it now is, There is no advance, no reaIl for-
ward step in the history of' mankind, that is
purely secular and without its important bear
ing upon the advancement of Cbrist's kingdom.
The Holy Ghost has His active objective work
ii the world as vell as in the Church and Ho is
performing it. The progress of thought, the
advance of physical science, the great strides
that civilization is making througiout the
worid through the levelling instrumentality ot
commerce, and the wonderful developmets of'
humait intellect and intelligence, are as nuch
His work as the great progress which the
Church of Cnrist is making in the world. And
it is for the same end, the preparation of the
world for the Coming of its -Lord.

It is the hopefnl mind, looking eagerly for
the Master's approach, that is quick to discerti
the evidence that He gives of ils drawing nigh.
i t ivas in the darkest days of persecution that
the aged Apostie saw the glory of the coming
Saviour, and uttered that hopoftil prayer,
I Event so, comio Lord Jesus." There is no

cause for doubt or fear in the mind of the
Church's children to-day. On every side is
seei " the promise of His coming. "--The
Chutrchmnan.

PROPORTION OF THE FAITH.

The beginning of a new Christian year bringi

with iL the inquiry whether any one of the

great facts concerning the Christ arc lest sight

of. The Christian religion is historical as niuelt

as il is doctrinal. The two great creeds are

alnost wholly occupied vith statements of his-

turical ficts. It is on those facts that men's

fai thi mnay dpe t. IL is on the riglt holding of'

those fiats that a right faith depends. No

one of themn muust ble, l hld to the exclusion of

another.
Theroini lies a great coinfort. Facts romain.

They cannot be misunderstood. Doctrines may
be pervorted. The language of doctrinal stat-
ments miay change its meaning, and so their
mieaning may be changed. But no man need
aver forget events, or misunderstand them.

So the Church has handed down through ail
ier centuries the fates of 'the Saviour's birth
and life and deatit, His resurrection and ascen-
sion, His sitting at the right hand of the
Father, and the assertion of His coming again,
in future ime.

Thtese great facts do not contradiet aci
other. They fill Up and round out the Gospel
of salvation. They are all, too, essential, and
if any one loses siglit of a single ote ofl thent
all, his fhith becomes disproportioned.

Now, very many seemu to have lost sight of'
the great article of beliefwitli which the Chris-
tiai year opens. As certain and sure as any
other article of the Christian story epitonized
in the creCds is t assertion regarding the
Christ tat Ho now disittoth on the righit- hand

of the Father, and He shall corne again with

glory to judge both the quick and the dead."


