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ROBINSON’'S LECTURES.

LECTURB II.
HISTORICAL VIXW OF ANCIENT THEORiKS.

““Thatdivine philosapher, Plato, said. light
was the shadow ofthe Deity. and trach, his
sunl. “That the wise and good, as they approx-
imated to the sodree of glory and imeligence
were clothed and animated by that heavenly
essence, which he ponred oot from the foun-
tain of his eternal beingt That ime the cop
#ized for the forination of man he potired a
portion of his own divinity ; that this divine
principle, rational and immortal, tesdes inthe
brain, the seat of sublimity and great concep:
tions; but another sond, which dwells in the
breast. formed by the inferior deilies, was mor-
tal and destitute of reason; which contracts
ekil, pain and sorrow, and involves all the waes
of myan, misery and death, and the despair ol
hades! “That the gods not being under the
infleence of this mortal inferior sonl, do good
t8 man withont selfish or interested views}
and man, as he aspires 10 the diviue life, acts
upou the xame principle.

The adinirnble saying of Bias, one of the
seven sages. was greatly esteemed by this phi-
lasophier, ¢ Omunin men mecum porte’—{ carry
with me all iy possessions; bemg wholly oc-
cupied in promoting the public good, and
laying up the treasnres of the mind, of which
neither fute, nor foes, nor death could rob
him, he acconnted every 1hing else as nothing.

Those who devote themselves 1o a new ’
theory—who have to stand alone in defence of }
sn unknown (rath, and to combat alone xheé
trinmphant pride of an established science,
would require a large portion of the sellt
deuying spirit of the Greciun sage. And Dr.
TaoM#oN seems to have been admirably en-
dued with that snpreme devotion to his object,
vehich brings the martyr to the stuke, and the
E:uiot to pour out his blood on the field of

itle. The loss of five thonsand dollars,* to
a poor man with a large family, mprisonment
awd chains, and the tribunal of death, are trials
which might shake the fortitnde of t,e firmest
nerve. L cannot help uniting in his own sen-
tument, that Providence must have presided
over his fabors, with un especial care. for the
goad of society, or he never wonld have
brougiit them to euch a triumphant conclnsion.

- s order to unfold and display the system of
Dr. Tromson more thoroughly, T will take a
review of those thenries which have obtained
in the world, and triumphed in the gchools,
until they met the fate of all terrestrial things.

For the origin of medical science, we are
indebted to Kgypt, that profonnd and uni.
versal school of the ancient world. Their
medical knowledge was famons in the daye of
Moess, and her physicians celebrated in his
histery. The aliment and ablations reéorded
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in her books, so congenial to the health of st
Enstern clime, enforced vn the observance of

faruel, have been ascribed to his kuowledge
of the Exgyptian science of medicine, by those,
who have denied to him the high prerogative
of having acted unuer the inspiration of the
Almighty.

‘I'he invention of medicine is generally
ascribed to Torts, Taavrvs, or the first
Henrwes. He was regent or king of Egypt,
of the second dynasty of MawseTno, and the
tutor of Queen {sis. Jurivs Arricanus and'
Sinckrrts wake him the same as Sypic,
brother to the CaBrxrri. He published six
books on physics the first treated of anmomy.
The name of’ Escvtarius or AscrLereus was
given him, on account of his great skill in
heuling diseases, as the terms import, bemg 8
compound of two Greek words, asclen and
epeos—Merciful healer! and this nume he
richly merited, according to alt the history of
these times. He tanght the healing art to
Queen {sis; who, herself, was the inventor 0
severul edicines, and is therefore called by
the Fgyptians the Goddess of Health, She
tanght medicine to her son Urus or Apolie,
and communicated her knowledge m the
writings of the Caberri.

The distrihntion of medicine into distinct
deparuinents, gave rise 10 a vast nnmber o
physicians in £gypt, and would have been &
source of great nmprovement in the science,
had it not been for the restrictive laws of that
ancient kingdom. Every physi¢ian confined
himsell to the cure of gne disease only. One
had the eyes, another the teeth, the head, the
belly, the lungs. the reins, the viscery, surgerys
anaromy, embalming. Such undivided atten-
hon to one object onty, was defeated in all its
beneficial results. by confining the physicians
10 fixed roles and recipes, set down in theif
sacred registers, collected from experiments
and observations.  Su long as the physician
practised according to those rules, he wus safé,
let the effect of his wedicine on the patient be
what it wonid; but the moment he dared 10
depart. and follow his own judgment, it was
at the hazard of his life; which he most as
surcdly lost, if the patient died.

Physicians had a provision inade them by
law, which required them to practice in the
army. ard on strangers travelling in the coni®
try, without fee or reward. ‘Iheir medicined
were very simple prescriptions, prepared froM
herbs; and were generally evacuents, whiel
they effected by injections, potations, emetich
fasting, and the waters of the Nile. 'T'hes®
they repeated every day, or every third day»
as the case might be, until the patient was ré”
lieved.

‘Fhe physicians, in addition to their sciencé
joined the study of astronomy. magic, an
ritual mysteries; believing that the inflnent®-
of a god, & star or planet, or tutelar demodr.
gave powerful influenco aud efficacy to the
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