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ATURAL HISTORY. .

CEPL aTee,

N

GAPTURE OF AN ALLIGATOR. .

In Silliman’s Journal of Scicnce and the Arts, is
the following very interesting account of the cap-
ture and deatb of a large alligator, at Manilla, in
the island of Luconia, one of the Philippiacs, the
details of which coifirm severalof the astounding
stories velated of this stupendous creature.
sohe course of the year 1831, the proprietpr
of Halahala, at Manilla, in the islapd of Luconix,
. joformed me that he freguently lost horses and
cows on @ remote part of his plantation, and that
the natives assured him they wete taken by an
enormous alligater, who frequented one of the
streams which min into the lake, Their deserip-
tions were so highly wrought, that they were at-
tributed to the fonduess for exaggerationto which
the inhabitants of that country are perculiarly ad-
dicted, and very liftle credit was given 1o thelrre.
deated rclations, )

All doubls as tp the existence of the animal
were at last dispelled by the destruction of an {n-
dian, who attempted tp ford the ;igrer op horge-
Jbpale;-although eptreated to desist by hig compa-
Fions, who crpssed a¢ a shallpw place higher up.
wle reached the centre gf the stream, and ivas
dapghing at the pthers for their prudence, when
«the alligator came upop hip, Hislzqth encoup-

.dered the saddle, which he tore from the horue,
avhile the rider tugbled op the otherside into the
water and made for the. shgre. " The horse, too
Asrrified to move, stood tremblipg.when the attack
was made. The alligator, digregardipg him, pur-

sued.the man, who safely seached the bank,which:
" he could easily have asce'nded-,‘l;%’t, repdered fool~
himself bohind a

hardy by his escape, he placed
tree y\vl{’ich had fmen p;‘\)rgl‘v

drawing his heavy knife, le $
and, on the approach of.bis enemy, struck him on
the nose.. The animal repeated his assanit, and
the Tndian his blows, natil the former exasperated

into the water, and

at the resistance, rushed on the may, and seizipg’

. bim-by. the middle of the body, which was atpp
enclosed and crushed in his capacious jaws, swam
-fnlo the lake.

while the poor wretch, writhiug and shrieking in

+his agony, with his knife uplifted in his clasped

hands, seemed, as the others expressed it, ¢ held
out as‘'a man would carry a torch.”

£lone on the surfage; apd calmly basking in the
sun, zave to the horror-sricken spectators the

© fullest confirmation of the death and burial of their

_somrade.

A short time after this cvent, [ made a visit to

Halahala, and expressirg a strong desire to cap-
.tare or destroy the alligator, my%ost readily of-
fered his assistapce.

few days before, with'his head and one of his fore

fect resting .on the bapk, and bis eyes following
the motion of some eows whigh were grazing near.
.Our informer likened 'his appearapce.to that of a
_eat watching a mouse,and in the attitude to spring
<apon his prey, when it should come within his

.xeach. ‘

" Hearing that.the alligatpr ;had killed a:horse,
we proceeded to the place, about five miles from
(heglouse. 1t was a tranquil spot, and one of
singular beayly, evenin that land. -fhe gtream,
.which a few hundred feet from'the lake, nacrow-

* ed.to a brook, with its green hapks fringed with
.the graceful bambgp, and the alternate glory of:
lade and forest, spreading far and wide, secmed
.tted for plher purposes thap the familiar haunt of
the huge creatyre that had appropriated-ittochim-
few cane hyts were sijnated a short dis-
Jtance from the river, gpd we procnred 4rom them
what menthey confaimed, who were ready to as-
Jgistin freeing themselyes from their dapgerous
JBeighbour. . Havipg regson to believe thatthe al-
Jigator was in the rivet, we commenced opera--
-tiops by sinking nets, upright, across its nioully,
. three,fect doep, at intervals of several {eet. The
. .nets, which were of great strength, and inténded’
for the capture of the wild buffale, were fastened
+t0-trees.on the banks, makinga complete fénce

A

self,

-to the.communication with the lake, -

My companion and ibys'c]f,ghccd ourselves

the stream, while
felt for thé ani~
to be disturbed,
.and we began to fcar that he was not within our
“limits, when'a spiralindtion of the water undes

. .with pur guns on cither side of
.the.Indians, with lonz bamboos,
mal. For some time he refu_sgti

aned over the tree,

His friends hasiened to the res-

.cue; but the alligator slowly left the shore,

> His suffer~
ings were not long continued, for the monster
sank.to the boitom, and spon after re-appearing

he animal had been a

the spot where I was standing, led me to direct

- [ the nalives to it, and the creature slowly moved

on the bottom towards the nets, which he no soon-
er touched, than he quietly turned Back, and pro-
ceeded up the stream.. ‘F'his movement was se-
veral times repeated, till, having no rest in the
enclosure, he attempted fo climb up .the bapk.—

-On teceivipg a ball in the body, he nttered a grow!:

like that of an angry . dpg, apd plypged ipto thel
waler, crazsed to the gther side, where he was re-

<eived with a similac salutation, discharged di-

rectly into his mouth. Finding himselt auackcd_:
on every side, he renewed his attempts to ascend

) the banks, but whatever part of him appeared was

bored with bullets, and fecling that he was hunt-
ed, he forgot his own formidable means of attack,
and souﬁht only safety fiom the troubles which
surrounded him,

To bs conlinued.

“Tue LioN DoING 10MAGE to ¢ Peack Parn-
cirLes.—A man belonging to Mr. Schmelen’s
congrezation at Bethany, returning homewards
from a vigit to his frepds; togk a qircuit.ous coprse,!
in qrier to pasg a small *fountain, or rather,pqul
where he hoped to kill an antelope to carry home
1o his family. The sun had risép to some height
by ihe yme-he reached the spot, and secing noj
game he lail _h‘ gun dpwp ‘op a ghelwinglow
rozk, the Qpc,!(,pau.o‘f ‘which was coyered aver
with a species of dwarf thorn-hushes. He went
to the water,.togk a hearty drink, and returned
to the reck,'smaked his pipe, and being a little
tired, felt ‘aslecp. Ina short time the heat re-
flectbd from theé rock awoke him, and, opening
hig 'eyeg, Re-saw a large lion crouching hefore
him, yith '\E;wes glaring in his face, and within
litile more than a yard of his {eet, He sat motion-
less for some minutes, till he had recovered his
presence of mind ; then eyeing his gun, moved
lowly towards it ; &be Jiop seeipg him, raised his
head and gave a tremendous roar ; he made anp-
het and anggher atteppl; byt the gup being fac
beyond his reash, he gaye it up, as the lign sdem-
ed well aware of his object, and was epmgéd
whenever he atlempted to move )ijs hapd, ’

¢ Kis sitpation now became paspfyl in the ex-
tremns; the rock on” which he satbecame go hot,
that he cp“ldgc;}rcql{y bear his waked feét to touch
it, and kept mpvingthem, alternately placing one
above the other. The day passed, and the night
also, but the lionnever moved from the spol 5 the
sun rose again, and its intense heat soon rendered
his feet past fceling. At noon the lion rose, and
walked to-the water, only a few yards distant
lookting behind as he went, lest the man should
move ; and, seeing him stretch out his hand to
take his gun, turned in a rage, and was at the
point of springing upon him. The animal.wentip
the water, drank, and returning, lay down at the
edge of the rock. Another night passed. "The
man, in describing it, said, he knew not whether
he slept, but if he did; it must have been with his
;{cs open, for he always saw.ibe.lion at his feet.

ext

to the water, and while there, he Pste_.ncd 1o spme
noise, apparéntly Irom an opposite quarter, apd
disappeared in the bushes. ‘The man now made
another effort, and seized bis gun; but, on at-
tempting 1o rise, he,fsll, his anklcs being withept
power. \With his gun in his hand, he grept to-
wards.the water, and drank, but looking at Lis
feet, he saw, asbe expressed it, his ¢ toes roasted’
and the skin torp off with ,the grass. There he
sat asfew moments, expecting the lion’s return,
when' he resolved (o send the contents of the gan
through his head ; byt a3t did not appear, lying
his gun.lo his back,.the poor man made ihe best
of his way on bis handsapd knees, to the nearest

th, hoping seme solitary. indiyjdual might pass.
Y;'e £pphd go po fartber, when, providéntially, a
person came,up. who.igok him to a place ofsafe-
ty. from whence he obtained help, theygh he lost
bis toeé and was a cripple for Jifest? "

: , e .

FossiL Rzuuxfo‘r THE MAsTAPON.—Th> ske-
Teton of onc’of thesé monisters has been found by some
minegs who were digging for lead arc near Elnsinewa
Maaund in the north of.lowa, % the depth of sixty fect
in the earth 4 the ename! q( the tusks was as perfect
s¢ when the huga animel roamed the earth, though the
skeleton had probably been imbedded in fhe  rock and
clay forages. The skeleton was fouird in a erevice,
and the. Hywkeye says, ¢ the pasition of the bones
woulil stem to indicdte a precipjtoua pitch heod down-
wards of this moister, by sbige sudden openiog of the

it HaCide i

ay, in Lthe forenoon, the animal went again |
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THE FAMILY CJRCLE.

MARRIAGE AND DEATH,

EMILY and Jane were the daughters of a-landed gec.-
tleman, the possessor of @ small but valuable estats
in the north of Scotland., He and their mother bohy
themsclves decidudly Lious, had trained up their daugh-
ters in the fear of God fromn their earlicst years, and
the exertigns they had made for that purpoie waors
amff,l’y.r_epaid by the success altending them. Their
children were both pious and dutiful. ‘Their mother
haying In early Jife enjoyed the advantage of a very
superior educption in onc ¢f our lurger towns,
and having no chilirgabut onc son, the oldest of “the:
(amily, and themsclves, was both qualified to be fheir
teacher and had leisure to attend to the pnproveny,nt
of their minds ; and under her carcful (uition they

rew up not only amiiable but accomplished young:la-
ﬁlu. L is one incident counccted with the listory of
this family we are now about to relate, as told 10 we
many yearseazo by him who once ministered to them
in holy thinge.

Jane, the youngest, had reached her seventeenth
year. Though rather under the middle sige, she was
finely proportioned—bright hair fowed in gracclul
curls over a fyir and noble forchead, and the leadirg
expression of her countenance was sweetness.  Emi-
ly wag in her nigetecnth year ; talfer than‘the gine-
ralily of fier e, 3 Z8rille berd marked” the contour
of her figure, which scemed 1o remind thie atlentive be-
HoliJer of the yiclding of ‘a"beauteous, but fragile Bov -
er; dark eye-lastics shaded her deepblue eyes,” and
ber countenance wag expvessively beautiful,  The
affection of Iffe sisters towards each dther was prover-
bialin tie country side. Their tethpers were gentle,
their tastes similar, and both, as we have said, werse
truly pious ; hut there was something still mqre su-
blime in the religious feclings of Emily than in those g
Jane ; she seemed to breathe much of the air of hea-
ven while yet she trod the green carth—sensibly felu
hersel continuelly in the presence of QGod-——received
every thing as a gift from him, and she was happy.

Such, said pur aged informant, was Emily, when
¥ réceivefl a'hint from her mother that ere long my
gerviges wouldl be required to officiate at her wedding.

¢ goraips of the adjaccit viljage had for some time
sonjectured thyl'syidy ap bvent was'at-hand ; and in-
deed there were' circumstances occurring’ gbout hir
father’s house which gave ample probability’td {hetr
surmises. Large parcels had been known to arrive
from the neighbouring borough town—1the indubtriosy
scampstress was busy there, and it waa noticed, ‘tha't
some of Lhe articles on which she was employed were
quickly hid from the view of neighbours when they
unexpeetedly entered—hid, from that Jelicate fecling
of inmate modesty which leads our Scottsh maidess
%0 often to wish the concealmicnt of spproaching mat-
viage (il the proclamation of Lanng teil 10 all the time
i' .l hund. e A3 4 R} . L3 .

Her intended husband, Robert K———, wag an a-
miable young man, comfortable as to his world'y cir-
custances, and residing about tivo miles from her fa-~
ther’s house. He was the proprietor of about forty
actes of valuable land ; his parcnts were both dead,
angd for come years hie'had been carefully improving
his property.  ‘On his patcrnal inheritance stocd 2
neat cottozd : ft'was imdeed straw-roofed, but h'.’
wills wére coveycd in scme parts with vy, and in
ofhers with variots kinds of climbing planta, through
whigh incthqirlni.:i_sovi,'!ﬁigh! be conspicuonsly scrn

?bl‘fgbt ogangescoloyyed flowers of the Irdign crerr,
efore the cottnge there was a beautital sloping fi Id,
art of which, ilamediately in front of the diwelling,
ad Becit pariioned off with ncatly dressed privet
hedges to form a parden, laid ‘out with gravelld
waﬁu, box cdgidz, and flower borders; while a fiw
clumps of ofnamental trees. tasiofully disposcd ovrr
e remainder, rendered the appedrance of the whole
beautifully picturesque, in w‘f-auvcr direction it jras
viewed. * Sudh wﬁp?&c marricd residenee of Emily.

In due time the marriagé ook place; the simpie
but impressive presbyterian cerzmony was performed
in the hoesé of,ber parents by her own minster, who
loved her as a daughter, ind 1o whom she had been o
frequent visitor : for though he -h3d long known tl.:
bitterness of sorrow,” and sorrows of,frequent srevr-
rencée &et‘iﬁll’hc could pdrijcipate.by sympathy in the
Joy qf he young of his flock, and loved to bave them
frequently with him. . Hegrifelt-Indecd were his wishi »
for the happiness of the newly married pair, for both
were much and descivedly estcemed by him,  As thcy
thought gheir own:gp.q;msgda the proper place wherein
'to spend the eavliér, as they haped to do the remain—
ing, days of their married life, thither, accompanied
by .o few friends, they repaired in the eveping, sl
‘Emily. was duly received-anite mistress, Hoppy wea
she s she entered i*, ard doubted not of passing
#iany happy days within it. But-the falrest carthly.
prosjects are often deceit ul, and those of this young
marricd pair proved themscelves to be.

Four short weeks had but barc:i usm\ when tha
fair young wife waslaidon ¢ eick bed. Her ecm-
plaint was at first deemed a colil, thcogh attendrd
with a alight degree of fever ; a rostless night was

o_a@_i. :

passed ; ou the moryow sbe ‘was worse, at.d the me..
N - NU oasie rw s kG .



