" Edewentary Difeipline of Youth

for' adhering, during a'few of the firft
months of infiru@ion, 10 the old eflablith-
ed mcthod. - :- N
. A-fenfible and well.educated mother'is;
in every refpe@, beft qualificd to inftru& a
child, till hiccan readjwdd! enough'to'eénter
on the Latin grammar. '
ways found thofc boys the beftreaders, on
their entranée on Latin, who -had' been
prepated by maternal care.” Neither let
this office be confidcred as- degrading.
Boys thus inftru&ed have feldom’ had vul.
gar tones,t but have read with unufual
cafle and clegance. . But even they who
hiave been taught to read by the more illi-
terate, by nurfes, and by aged matrons;
and have acquired- difagreeable-accents;
‘have foon loft tlizm again on receiving bet.

ter inltru@ion, and on hearing better ex.

amples. And thele early proficients in
reading” have always made a mcre rapid
progrefs in their grammar, and in-all claf-
fical fearning, ‘than boys who-‘were kept
back by fanciful par¢nts, left they thould
ke injured by-too early application, or
catch the inelegant enunciation of an illi-
terate woman. P R
Levehen the child be taught to read, as
foon as theinfant facuities begin to exhibit

fymptoms of improveable expanfion ;3§ his

attention, aive in the extreme, muft fix
on a varicty 6f obje@s: Let his'book be
one of thofe objels, though by no means

-the only one. 'Let no' long confinement,

and no {everity of reprimand or correétion
attend the leffon. A little will be learned
at the earlicft age, and with' the caficit
difcipline. ' That little will infallibly ‘lead
to farther improvement ; and the boy will
foon, and with little painto himfelf or
others, ‘lcarn to' read’y an-’acquifition,
confidered in'its difficulty and in” its' con.
fequences.>truly great. He, on the’ other
handy who is retarded, by the theoretical

wifdomof his friends, till he is’ feven or

cight f#irs old, has this’ burdenfome’ tatk

to ‘begin; when: habits' of idlenefs have

‘been contra@led, and when he oughtto be
Jaying the foundation fof claffical - khow-
ledge. = -
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_is_not to confider as playy will:

and che earlicr the'mind learas to bear.
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It" is much to--be Jaménted, that w2 -
thars ‘in the higher ranks of life; who are
ufually beft qaalified for the talk, * feldomsi
have time or inclination! to take an 'aQive -
part in the elementary education of“their
own'childrén. ‘I'bie Happieft confequen.
ces (hould flow from. their immediate iz -
terpofition.. But it-muf: hé confeded, *
that the employment, though' maternal
tenderpefs and“a fenfe of duty ‘may rendec
it tolcrable, is by no’means pleafurableéy -
unlefs, indeed, under the ‘particulsr gicd,
cumftances'of a%remarkablé docilityinthe- -

- pupil, and an ‘amiable difpifition.- Ttmay

not, however,” pe'irkfome: “to’ fuperintend
the ‘child’s improvement’ dnder -the, §o<. -

- vernely or fervant of whatcver denominaa .

tioA, . . S
To facilitate the ‘acquifition of the art
of reading- vaixius contrivances have
been. invented, and the whole bufinefs
of learning to read has been converted in.

‘toa gameatplay. The idea- Iy, pleafing -

and plaufible ; but 1 never yet (faw any

great fuccefs atiend the attempt. - Looks
letters aut outinivory, aré ‘apt to be’ine

verted, and to. puazie’-the child by 'the

different appearance they make ‘in diffe-

rent  pofitions. * Reéading, if it'was’ a

game, was Rill fuch a gardey- ai;the child |
liked lefs -than® his other “'diverfions. = It -

‘was, indeed, a'gameat which hé would .

- mever play if he coald:helpit: ‘T am. _.l‘iypt

quite fure, that it is right: to ‘give: hima -
notion that"he has nothing todo’but-¢o
play. 'Let himknow, that . he hiasiibufi-
nefs of a ferious kind ; and, by ittending
to it periodically;. let him - contradia:hix’
bit of application,” ‘A temporar
on to fomething hy 6o means -
labdrious, but' which at the

icif

diverfion miore- agreeable. . Indeed

- tude is neceffary to reader diverfions pleas’
_Ging. “They. become -painful - b (
‘when continued without variety.” ‘We all

“ﬁ““‘t

come into- the world ‘to- perform'-many:

-----

duties, and.to undergo many- difficulties 3
ite.
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® The Gracchi were educated,.

“imitands conibitur’y nok affuefcar ergo, ne di

| 1% Nojy'fiy( Roufeau, ¢ keep hi

make wife mién, unlefs you can. make boys idigandwild,> e T e

“This fingulsr man tells us with an ait of wifdos; :thar nclther fables,

*- " fory, geography, chronology, gedmetcy, nor any’of the Rudiésin which boys
Initiated i all ages by thie greatell méry

‘Such doftrines do imoder fages advdh

v ufually

_ : fon tam in gremio guam in fcrmone matsi
in the lap;as in thé converfation of A mother, =~ -~ [N
+ Arié omnia ne ﬁr"vigiofn:_ﬁrné,,p}tglia'bgg 3 bas primumqudi:t.pnc’r," barum werba
infans efly [ermoni qui dtdif(endm“g/i.'jf S
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