Obfervatza;.; on ”Je m ‘m‘"“l H /?07)’ 0f tbe C.tc(aa. s

’ai‘chcd all the eggs but onc, whach thh,._
all the yobng ones, cxcept the cuckoo,
Wy tur&fd out of ‘the wedtl TThg young'}
birds, cdlitking of five, were'found upon
a. rifter thay proje@ed from under the
'hntch, and with them was the egg, nol.
in the leaflt injured. On examining the I
5y 1 found the young wagtail it contained
quite pzrieft, and jutin ruch a Rate as
birds avewhed ready to,be difengaged from
thz fh=ll. “'hetuckoo was reared by the
wagtails til} it was nesrly capable of fly.
'mg, when it Wy killed by an accident.

E xample 1 15

A hedg: Tparrow built her nef in a
- _hawthorn buth in a timber. yard ; afier fhe
“had laid two ezgs, a cuckoo dropoed ina
third, ‘I he fparrow continued laying as
if notlring had happened, till the had lajd-
five, her ufual number, and thien-fat.
une 20, 1788, - On infpe@ing the neft
I\ sund, that t‘hc bitd had hatched this
marning, and- that gvery “thing bot -the
young cucboos was thrown out.  Under
. the pelt | found.one of the Kedge. fparrovs
dead, and onc £gg by the fide of the neft -
entangled with the coarfe woody materials
that formed its outfide covering. -On cx-
* amining the egg, 1| found. one chd of the
the.tiell a e cracked, and could fee”
that the [parrow it contained was yet alive,
It was then reflored .to the neft, butin a
few minutes. was thrown out:  Theegg
being again (ufpended by thc outfide of the
neil, was (aved a fecond yime from break.
ing, To fee what would happen if theé
cuckoo was removed, ) took out the cue-
Koo, and placed. the ezg contammg the
Bedge. (parrow in the neft in its (tead.
“The old birds, during rhis time, fAcw a.
beut: the fpot, thewing figns of great
anxiety; but when ¢ withdrew, they’ quickly
‘came to the neft agsin.  On looking ino
‘it in a quarter ofwan llour afterward, |
- found the yeungone completely h:uch:d
warm ind lively The hedge. fparmws'
~were fufféred to rémain und-l{urbcd with'
their.new charge for three hours (during
~ehich tinie they paxd every attention toit)
when the'cuckoo was again put into the
nett.  The pld fparrows had been fa much -
difturbed by thefc inttufions, that for fome, .
time they hewed an ug)wllmgncf.. to come’
toit: however, at leigth ihey came,tand’
and on examining the ncl\ again ina few
“miputes, | found the.young (pm oW was
tumbled out. It whs afecond Linic refto.
-.xed, butdéxperienced the fame fate,
[‘rom thefe cxpc.nmc:nts and fuppefing,
. froar the’ feetle uppearance of ‘thz young
“cuckoo juft diféngig-d from the thell, that
it was utierly incapabic eithér of removing
‘hc ‘&'b or :hc young (parron, fwas indu- I
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| ced to bchcvc, thac thé old fparrows were

“the only agents‘in this fecming unnatu/al.
“bufinefs;barafiervards clculy“pcrcewad—w-“

the clufe of'this ftrange phznomenon, by -

d:ﬁvcrmg the young cuckoo in the aft of. -
difplacing its fellow neﬂhnga, as the fols |
lowmg relation will'evince, - ’
June 18, 1787, 1'éxaminéd tlie. ncﬂ efa
hedge.fparrow,” which then- contained-a” |
cuckoo's and three hedge fparrow's egigs. *
On infpedirgit the dayiotlowing, | found
the bird had hatched, butihatthe ncﬁnr:w
contained only a young cuckcd and one:
yourg hedge-fparrovw, - The neft was plas ' + .
“¢ced fo near thecxuremity of a'h:dgc, that -
| could diftinclly fee what way going for-
wardin ity ard, to my-aftoaithment, faw

* the young cu:koo, though {o newly hatcha-. .

ed, in the alt of tummg out the yoirig*
hedge-fparrow,,

‘The mode of nccomphﬂnng lhas was ves
ry curious. The littie! animal, with the
affiftance of its rump ind w; ngs,comnved
to .get the bird up n its back, and making -
a lodgnterit for the burden hy clevating its.
clbown, clambercd ‘backward *with it up .
-the fide of the neft il it reached the tepy -
where refting for a momcnt, it -threw: off.
its load with a ]crk. and qune dn‘eﬂgagul
it from the neft. . Itremained in this frez’
aticn a fhort time, Icchng abaut-with'the::
extremities of its wings, as if to be'cons
vinced whether the butinefs was: proocrly -
executed, and then dropped into tht neft)
again, - With thefe (the extremities of ltlr‘
wings) I have often fern it examine a3 it
were; an cgg and ‘neftling before” it-began
its operationj. and the ‘nice fenlibility
- which thife parti appeared o pifiefs fevin -
- td fufficientiy to compenfate the want of -
fight, which as yet it'was deftitute of, T -
afterwards putin an egg, and this, by a fi
“milar procs(s, wasccnveyced to the e ge of
the neft, and thrown out.. Thefe etp‘ :
nlents 1 have fince repeatéd fzveral times.
in different nefts, and have ahways found
the ‘young . cuckoo - difpofed to ad in th:
‘fame manner,- In climbing up the nrﬁ it
fometimes diops its. burden, and-thus is
failed in'tts Lndc:wourﬁ- but, after a lxt-«- ,
tle refpite, the work i rcl‘umcd and’ go.s :
on almoft inceMantly till it is eff‘c&ed It
_is wonderful to fe: the cxtraordmary cxer- _'
tions of the younz cuckco, when itis two
or three day: oid, if a-bird-he put intothe .’
neil with it that is 100 weighey foriit to -
“lifeout. - In (liis fate it {eems ever rcﬁH‘s
and. uneafy. - But this difpofition for terna
ing out.its- compamona begins to dc_'c!
fromthe time it is tivo or thrcc till
about_twelve days old, wHhER, asf ;
have.hitherio feen,, it ccafes. hdecd lﬁ
difpofition for tlirowing ouL.thc egg
paars to teafe a few days foenery 01
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