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TO OUR SUBSCRIBERS.

Our readers are aware that our terms are
cash, and that we have the right to exact
from each subscriver 84.50, when his sub-
scription is not paid in advance. The end
of the year is uapproaching and a large
mumber have not yet fulfilled their obliga-
tions toward us, . But we are willing to

_afford them another opportunity, and if
they will pay up without further delay
and save us the expense of sending out a
collector, -we will accept the 3400,  We
make this proposition with the view of
avoiding any further inconvenience, and
subseribers will give us credit for this
timely notice. ;

We have done everything in our power
to “make - the. paper  worthy of public
patronage, -but it must be remembered that
our expenses are three times those of any
other paper. The News is an illustrated
journal-—the ouly one of iis class 'in the
Dominion, and our subscribers cannot fail
w understand that we must necessarily
depend on them for adequate support in
the shape of prompt and regular pay-
ment. o

THE OPENING OF PARLIAMENT.

The ceremontes attending the opening
of Parliament last Thursday were the same
as have before been described  in . our
columns, the old forms which time -has
honoured, being observed.  But this time
the Royal Stanidard did not float from the
tower of the Parliament building, and the
absence of ithe Princess necessarily made
a-great blank, as compared with the éclat
of former oceasions.  The weather too was
very cold, the cold wave, which had been
sweeping from the Rocky Mountains, hav-
ing ‘that day struck. . This was a little
severe on the volunteer soldiers, but the
(overnor-General’s: Foot Guards and the
Princess Louize Dragoons, did their teve-
ral- duties well. There was a large con-
course of  people, and the royal salute was
fired at-a quarter to three, the Governor-
. General, accompanied by Col. DypE, Aide-

~ de-Camp to the Queen,and Capt. CHATER,
being a quarter'of an hour in'advance of
time. ~People. said - the clocks must not
-~ have agreed. . His Excellency was met by

. 8ir Au. CawepeLh and Mr. AtgiNg, Sir
oux ‘MacpoNaLD, 'who has not been well,

. former occasions, he has gone, hat off, to
he carriage, but he manifestly could not
is n There: were many brilliant
88 nd these with the scarlet
robes of the Judges of the Sapreme Court,
“and the brilliant uniforms of ‘the officers,
made a very fine effect }

anis baving been obiained by a

ot leaving his geat in the House. . On:

reserved gallory. Lord ‘Lors read the
Speech . from the Throne- in ‘the English

ness and ‘purity ‘of accent in both,

" "'The Spooch explnined why Parliament
had been called  so' early 5 it plunged at
once into the reasons, in wards which’ had
evidently been very carefully considered.
In fact, the opening words made rather-a
difficult position for the Opposition, if
they have any intention of opposing the
principle of the arrangement of Ministers
with a company to build the Pacific Rail-
way. His Lxcelleney -
sion of the journey.of the Ministers to

moved by an attempt to carry out the
already declared intention of TParlinment.
That intention was first declared when Sir
Joux  MacnonaLn was  previously First
Minister, and again with great distinetness
while Mr. Mackexzig was Promisr.  The
poliey of endeavouring to obtain the ser-
vices of an incorporated company for this
areat work of construction may, therefore,
be said to be a sottled one, and we do not
see how amy question can come, except
with respect to details. But thers may be
a very wide open door in these, and in
fact, the gossips are busily saying that
some ten o1 twelve of the ordinary Minis-
terial supporters will bolt, while some five
or six of the Opposition will support the
resolutions.  The magnitude of the pecu-
niary interest” will probably give ride to
very lively discussion.

The Speech further stated that, subject
to the approval of Parliament, the Minis-
ters had entered into a contraet with capi-
talists, in Canada, Europe and the United
States, of high financial standing, for the
speedy construction and permanent work-
ing of this great national enterprise. ~The
‘papers and contract were promised to be
submitted without delay. And in point
of fact the contractiwas published, at length,
in the morning papers. = But it is a. docu-
ment of such importance that we will take
a little time before writing any notice of it.

The announcement next in importance
in the Speech was the allegation that the
new tariff-had not” only promoted manu-
facturing industry, but that it had pro-
duced a revenue in excess of the expendi-

session that such would not be the caso

foolish' it is for men when they become
piqued-and excited to venture upon- pro-
phecy. e

Another measure of importance relating
to the immigration of Germans is promised,
viz.; the placing of their naturalization on
a more satisfactory, footing. . 'Weare afraid
that some difficulties will be found in con-
nection with this. But, perhaps, it will
be best to wait for the production of the
promised measure before entering - upon
discussion of the question, although there
are several important points plainly on the
surface.. - : iy

“The remainder of the Speach is taken

up in recital. - We are told the harvest iz
good, and that progress is being made with-

the portions of the Pacific Railway already
under. contract, two additional sections
having been opened up for traffic, one

the other from: Cross -Lake to Keewatin,
making 264 miles in operation. - The ex:
penses of working the I[ntercolonial and
Prince Edward Island R.R. are stated to
have heen so far reduced, that the revenue
from them will this year equal the expen-
diture, a result which will bo very satis-

heen kept up. . We are told that Her Ma-
Jesty’s Government ‘have generously pre-
sented the steam corvette  Charybdis,”
which has just returned froni the Chinese
seas, o the Canadian. Government, for a
training ship. - Further that a_report of
the Civil Service. Commissioners will he
laid before Parlinment. - That 4. measure

. but there was xo |
on the fldor—a relief under: recent |

daries of Manitoba and :that a failure of

‘and French languages, with great distinét- |'on

said that the ocea-

England - to make the arrangement, was.

ture. “The positive vaticinations of Ilast

have, therefore not been verified ; and this
iz ~another - instance which ‘shows how .

from Winnipeg to Portuge La Prairie, and

factory, if the milways themselves have

‘will be submitted for enlarging the boun:|

very ssimple.

ducements,
success, -~ The

befare
“ {mmediately
carried.”
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Ministers.

Toronto.

in‘generalities.

sidor; and gl_so?’ the ‘redson  for
has boan thus early catlod, is tha |
of  parmnowint, overwhelming “importance, |

the construction of tho -1 7
If‘any Ministry could undertake this, with'
the same:assurance of continuity of - life
and freedom from chan n
litical considerations, and “with_also-the
| same application of “ businass principles,
based on commercial instinets, and froedom
from politicsl.influences, as an incorporat:
&l company, then the argument watld be
“The country shonld have
the advantage.
tions arc impossible, under our system,
then the highest pnblic intorests are those
which would make the success of the rail-
way and the settlemens of the eountry, the
commarcial considerations of a ‘rich and
powerful company. _
terest. moreover, that such company shonld
be offered u good -bargain and good in-
The presence of these means

A. P Cawos, Quebec County ;
F. ‘Scorr, Selkirk .and My,
WueeLER, North Ontario. :
Ministerial, except Mr. Wiggter; and sli
were iniroduced-to the House exeept My,
Scotr, who had not then arrived. This is
‘cortainly a favourable exhibit for . the
The tendency at thix stawe of
a Parliament is generally the other way,
There was a
part-of the Opposition, at the Superannus-
tion ‘of Mr. Patrick, the Clerk ‘of  the
House, to which the Speaker answered
that that step had become expedient-in
view of My Parrick’s growing infirmitics,
We helieve that he has been a Civil Ser
vice officer for half a century.. .~ 7
Business then promptly commanced.
On - Friday the Address in reply to ‘the
Speech was moved and ecarried the ‘same
duy.” ‘The motion * was made by Mr.
Bearry; the newly elected  member for
‘made. a creditable delut,
Mr. Vaxasse, of Yamusks, seconded the
Address. Mr.
opened the ball on the side of the (ppo-
sition..He spoke with eloquence; but diffu-
siveness.. He took a very wide scope in
‘his attack on the Government, and opened
himself to the retort of the First Minister
that it was not well at that stage to deal

He:

136 arising from po-

As, however, these condi-

It is in the publicin-

ahsence of them means

failure, and the fact of failure would not
promote the suceess of settloment, which
means wealth to the country ; or atford any
cuarantee that the work would be ultima-
tely constructed without much greater ex-
pense to the country.
means prosperity ;. failure, disaster.

In the House, Mr. Brake asked when
the contracts and papers would be laid
mewmbers.

In a word, suceess

Sir Joux - answerad,
after the Address has been

No papers are ever laid before
the House, or any business done: before
the Address is' eatried.
has given notice that he will move for
papers and correspondence respecting the
visit to England.
Throne promises papers on- this subject.

Six members wero elocted ‘during the
recess, viz.,  Mr.,  Jaxes

Mro Magxexzie

The Speech from the

Jeatty, West
DL AL Maxsox, Brome s

Mouvsseav, Bagot ;- Hon.
Mr.
(YEORGE

All these nrv

little- fault finding on - the

Braxg, the ‘new leader,

He demanded that there

should be. full time allowed for the con-
sideration of the Pacifie contract, contend-
ing that, in view of .the groat importance
of that measure; forall : time, it would
be proper to submit it {0 the people at the
polls.. This is-a . view which: has been
urgod by a Toronto magazine, and there is
a.rimonr in the lobbies at Ottawa that 11
iz favoured by Lord Lo
thit there may come a res

in the hope
nfavourable

B,

M. Pope and

tha ,qifdﬂhib\uf ‘

Pacitic “Railway..

o | Frou,”

Aantand dying *f Fron=Fron ™ at ones compels
“our pity-and-our love

f

old o onucus on Fri.
storialists on’ Saturday, -
a sign-of unsettled feoling,
and is @ very naturl vesult of the situa.

tion, especially in" view_ of the rumours
with:which the air is filled. =

M DA ME SA-RAI{ ,BERNHARD T,
S Our readers will donbtieay: be -plensed to road -
the following charming appreciation of the great
artist who is to visit this city, professionally next
week. -~ The veview is from” the: giftwl peny of
George Augustus Sala. "0 70

“Mry John Hollingshead, “inanuger of - the
Gialety Thestre, has happil¥not come ty the
'dolaful‘complt;xinn of the Good Man nirugqling
with adversity.  Still, it would be unjust 1,
withhold from” this expericuced and energeic
dramaie dincetor a certain meed of sympathy, for
the teinporary, and it"is to be hoped tritine
mischance which has befallen him, and the roy.
srquent disappaintmont of the subseribers 1o the
series of French performances at the Cajety
throngh the churlish refusal of the committen o
the Comddie Franpaise to allow M. Coquelin to
fulfil ‘bis engagement with Mr. Hollingshend,
and collaborate with the wonderful talent o
Madame Sarah Bernbardt in parts which be bas
made essentially his own.  Subseribers are dit-
cult peopie to deal with, They ave apt te tunk
that they have vot had enough for their mons, R
to stand upon their rights, and, on aceasions,
demaud the return of their subseription ; and .
portion of Mr. Hollingshead's abomnds may 10
dirsatistied becauss b forve saafzure has hitherto
preciuded Madame -Bernbardt. from appearin;
o -more -than three characters — Frou-Frou,
Adrienne Lecouvreur, and Phidre.

But to the genersl art-leving pablie—th.
public which goes night after night, season aftor
season, to see such consummate artists ay M.
Henry Irving aud Miss Ellen Terry in the sau,.
parts—the three réles ap to this time so waga.
ficently  interpmeted by  Madame  Beruhand
should ‘be awply aflicient” pabalum, |n
tonching play of MM. Meilhac and Halivy, iy
the wimirably constructed snd  nobly write
drama of MM, Seribe and  Legouve, and i
Racine's grand tragedy, Madame Bernhard: oy
hibits and portrays te intense admiration thye.
distinee: phases of human passion, and ealls u.
three distinet kinds of ewotion from those whe
study  her extrsonlinary  fmpersopations, iy
Phidre she ecarries out’ provisely that sh;
Racine thought was his master Furipides’ eap.
ceptian of the charactar of the wrotched win. of
Theseus.  Shé  poweswes the qualities whik
Aristotle demiandec in .the  hemines of
tragedy o the properties of exeiting, in au v

the
i

degree, compassion and  terrar. - 8She iz
altogether guilty, not altogether innowent.  Wa

shudder at her {renzied confessivn of otimn
we cannot withhold © commiseration  frow,
nohappy crealurs whom merciless fate has
demued. to cherish .an unholy passion. ,
abave all others, is appalled by the endrunits o
her sin, o She exhansta every vifort to beat down
the demon_ under foot 1 she woald sooner dic
thian reveal “the secret: whivh - s rending hoer
bosons 3 and, when ahe 18 foread to diseloss thie
awful truth, her shume, her eonfession, hier o
worse clitint Tor her some degree of pity as
wlose erring is due rather ta the anger of the
gods than to any act of her own velition. Un
the peonr creature’s  white: forehead there might
well bé stamped’ the terrible word axa :
necessity, constimint, destiny o~-the word on
which” Victor Hugo declarel that he duged the
entire fabric of Notre Dame de Paris.

I **Frou-Frou '’ another-order of sympa.
thies s awakened by the most - emir 3
symuathetic adtress of the age.  Phidre, for ail
her monstrous sin, I8 every inch a Queen, bt
for lier misérable abermtion her woes would e
majestic as those of Dido. Buat it iy imposible
‘to feel any venerdtion, or, indeed, any very great
amount of ' fespeet, for’ the poor lsdy.in the
rusthing silk dress,  Sha ix, at the best, a {riva-
ous, gildy, volatile, anil inconsrquentisl person-
nge . At the outset she is & decidid coquette,
Wostnded vanity and feminine petalanes seem
to have had quite ns much to do with her disres
gard for her matrimonial obligatians as any
sentiments of aifection for her bygone and pecu-
liarly worthless Yaver conld have had. - Her von-
duct’ innbandouning. her . busbund -and child
seems to English judges ntterly iadefensibie ;
and, if East Lynne had not been written, Engiish
compassion might have been -but charily}r»‘\‘-f
tended  to this very pecenut laidy, whose tariily
awakenad conscience impels her to return tothe
liome whigh she had deserted. and made desolate
-t sk forgivenasy, and to die. o )
An ordinary ¢ Frou. Frou ” wight fail to move
tig: very deeply-——even by the tearlullest of vowes
and the most skilfuf simulation of the aymptom<
of “advanieed” pulmonary disease.” Bat Madame
Saral Bernhardt iy -not. ‘an ordinary * Frow
ithe” thoughtless” and caprinious
ahie miy not entirely satisly those who
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