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THE DOMESTIC DIFFICULTY.
L 1.
“ While Tom brars logs into the hall.
« And mitk ovmes frozen haue la parl,
& When bioud is aipped, and wags be toul,
* Then nightly sinys tha Jcreeching Owl

¢+ Tu whit. Tu Woo.’ a merry note,

“ Whilst greasy Joaa doth keel the pot.

The # Tom " of our days wants an assistant and charges$ia
cord for two saws and & split; and ¢ greasy Joan” wants her
evenings out, leaving her pots unkeeled 1

Times you see are changed. How are we as a community
to advance with them, and to re-adapt onr houscholds to the
scarcity of domestic labour which we mustall admit? Taar
1s tas qrsstion! Withont attempting to solve ail the pro-
blems at once, we present a few suggestions which may here
and there be at once adopted, and others which we may as a
community gradually work up to.

No. I.—Tr= Fps. Dirnicoury,

This iz one of the greatest bugbears of the dumestic servant
in small families.

The coal is perhaps purchased on the wharf and sent up in
little carts, drawa by little horses, and driven by inhuwan if
pot infernal little carters, who ingeniously “dump” the coal
on the spot best adapted to increass the labour of its storage,
and to create the greatest possible amoant ot incoaveaieace
in the meantime to passers by. If possible, the weather
chosen is wet, and the time, fowards dust; and the two men
with large shovels, who demand the job of putting in your
coal, leave you no option bui to pay them whatever they
choose to demand, rather thaa allow the coal to lie in the
street all night.

Or, you order s load of kindling wood, and pay $3 for it,
including del cery —after a few days you find a quantity of long,
rough Loards ¢ flopped” dowan in the street opposite your
door, and you are compelled to go 6ut and seek 8 man or two
to haul them into the  wood shed.” A'snow storm is usually
selected for this kind of dclivery, because it is essential that
your wood should be dry for “ kindiing purposes.”

Now, “Pateriamiliag," do you really reckon every year
how much voar fuel costs you, and how large in proportion is
the cost of the labour whick you put upon it?

Are any of these “wood yards" situated across an open
yard whence Biddy is expected to trail to and fro dsy by day
for her wood ?

Are there any families in Montreal, where Biddy is ex-
pected to bring in her blocks at night, and pile them up
round the kitchen fire, and chop ber ** kindling ™ and pat it
in the oven at bed-time, to get it dry for lighting the fire in
the morning? Is it a comely, comfortadle, safe, or necessary
practice ?

In metropolitan citics, it is always necessary to lighten
labour, and ip this city if our fuel associationg, homes of in-
dustey and retail tradesmen will take the hint, we venture to
predict that ap overwhelming success would foliow the in-
troduction of Eunropean convenieaces, in the delivery of fuel
to the consumers. Coal should be delivered in sacks after the
London usage, and coal cellars should b: provided before
every house, opened to the footwalk by grids, 60 as to ensure
delivery from the street in a few minutes. Wood should be
delivered and stacked within the premises in small convenient
blocks, sawn and split by steam power at the yard—a very
small percentage on the value would cover the cost of the
labour thus applied. Kiadling wood should be prepared in
small bundles, enough for one fire, with one rosined stick and
string so placed as o ensure combastion of the whole.

If it is said that this is already the prastice of a few, then
we reply— ' let the exception prove ths rule” and be placed
withia the reach of all.

But the improvements of the future in our city life chsuld
go_far beyond auch conveniencer, which after all would only briug
Montreal, as a rising meotropolitaa city, up to the level of the
present age. In the future we see results whick were regarded
as “ Utopian™ whea it-was proposed to convey gas into pri-
vate houses, and to tax & whole community for a water sup-
ply.  Prejuadices melt more slowly, bat oot lesssarely, than
thow ; aud the time may come, amd we may live to see it,
when hot watzr pipzd, 83 well a3 gad pipes, will be demanded
of every laoidlord. Hot water is an cascntial ia civilized
life,

It is an expensive luxary when each family has to botl its
own kettle, but it would bz oaly a little dearec than cold
water, tf thi: gonsumption were 88 gencral and the mode of
distrivntion as nniversal.  What would be the saving of
labour? An officicat fice brigade would, at cach of its priu-
cipal siations, have a great stationary cuging, capable of ven-
tilating scwers, heating dwellings, running small machinery,
aud heading fires, with & power and economy yet unknowan,
or if known, yet undeveloped—with a gain to the Corporation
and a-tenfold gain to the commuaity. In Liverpool, Eog-
land, bydraulic engines may be purchased from- the Corpora-
tibn, and watcf-powerk is on the bill of fare of the Water

Committse. Let us not forget-that in some of the devices
and contrivances of civilized life Montreal is bebind the age,
We are ready on the fusl question—area coal cellnrs—sawn
and stacked wood—kindling bundles—only ad interim ; then
our City Curporation will supply us with hot as well as cold
water : . :

Next to fuel {s the important question of
L R roop, . -’
our next:

" which will be the subject of E.

QUEBEC.
(By @ Qorrespondent ¢f The Queen.)

If the readers of The Queen could but obtala the magnificent
view of the St, Lawrence which I eujoy from wmy window in
the third story of the St. Louis Hotel, they would nelthersigh
for the dreamy waters of Venice nor the beautiful reaches of
the Rhine, The river is grand, beyond my powers of deserip-
tion ; it is a fitting inlet for all the ships of the world ; a suit-
able outlet for the great feesh.water seas of ths interior of

- America, The rivers of England arc stroamlets of reasonable

size to How iato it on elther side; but none of them would
rank with its principal tributaries,

The October weather takes mu wholly by surprise; it be-
longs to sunny Italy rather thau to & land famed like Canada
for ice and snow. - A beautiful haze over the water softens tho
otherwise too rugged aspect of the opposite shore, and 1 can
just catch the dreawmy outline of the mountains in the dis-
tance. I know nuthing of New York, Boston, or the other
great seaports of America; but T am not sorry that [ have
entered the New World Ly the portals of 3t, Lawrence,  The
evidence of all my scuses contradicts the appellation 4 New
World.” Aun antiquarian might demonstrate that our abbeys
and cathedrals are centuries older than any buildings of Que-
bec ; but there is a something in the quaint appearance of this
town which tells one that it {s far more ancient than any-
thing that we have at home. 1 have seon Chester, but it is
comparatively modern, and its wall was built a fuw years ago.
1f the blank white chalk clitfs of Dover could be made to beac
the grey and veaerable appesrance of the heights of Abrmham;
if that city were much larger, and built at the bottom and
top and in every accessible portion of the face of the clitfs; if
the houses were of all outlaadish styles of architecture, if they
faced all points of the compass; if the streets had all sorts of
tucns and twists and zig-zagy, it they inclined at all possible
angles with the horizon ; if all short cuts were by long Hights
of ateps, the laborious asceat of which is like climbiog from
a lower into an upper world ; if it had its mountains, its go-
vernor's palace and gardens, its handsome French and ftsuely
Eaglish catbhedral, and with all this the beautiful autanmnal
foliage of the Canadian frees—it would be suwmething like
Quebec,

The houses generally bave double windows for protection
against the cold in winter. There is a movable paue in the
outer one, which can be opened for the purpose of ventilation
when the weather will permit.  The rooms are heated by
means of stoves, which can be placed inavy part of the room.
This m=thod is the same as that used in France, auid I think
it far preferable to that we have in Englaud, as, in the Iatter
case, the heat aearly all gors up the chimacey, while {n the
former the whole of it i3 utilized, and an equable temperature
is difused throughout the room. The Eaglish method would
be well nigh impossible ia the depth of the Canadian winter,
not ouly because of the enormous waste of fuel, but becauss
no house could be made thoroughly wirm, With the coals at
the present prices, it would be well for our Eaglish house-
keepers o take & loaf out of the Canadian book  Certainly,
with proper attention. one-half of the amount of fuel will
produce double the effect that we obtain at home, The Can-
adians, however, think anthracite, a species of huard coal prin.
cipsally from the United States, the best coal. It burns with-
out smoke, and, by a self-feeding acrangement of the stove,
the fire continuws day and night from one moath's end to
another.  Many Canadian houses are heated in every room by
hot air or water pipes from a furnace or boiler in the bases
ment ;. but this is only in very superior establishments.

The strects are unpaved nnd maddy, aad tuey are {requently
crossed by gullers or sewers, protected by a fow planks. The
footpaths are covered with planks laid lengthwise, except in
those places where the declivity is 5o great that steps are ro-
quired. Some of these are immense staircases, aad all that [
have seen are built of wood. Some of the houses have one or
more of the outer walls of stone, and the others of wowl: a
mode of constructiou I have observed nowhere else. The roofs
are also a povelty to me; some of them seem to be small
picces of sheet fron placed like tiles, overlapping vach othar,
and altogether unprotectsd from the waather by paint or any
other substance. They are black and somewhat rosty, but
exposure to the atmasphere doey not seem 1o deteriorate them
very rapidly. Other hoases are covered with small plates of
tinned irou, placed in the same maoner, These preserve their
bright apprarance to 4 remackable extent, su that the roof of
fuch & honse appears as if made of sheets of siivered glasy
The French cathedral is covered in this maoner, and 8o are
many of the principal buildings. Our Loodon atmosphers
would tarnish these unprotected tin plates in a fortnight, and
yet they here maintain a very considerable degree of brillinney
for years. )

Two-tnirds of the inhabitants of Quubac are Frenche—not
the French of to-day, but puople who speak, and apeak well,
the language of one buvdred and Gifty years ago. Thers are
many who understand English, bat they evidently entertain
much greater reapect fur the Btranger who mddresses them in
theic own tongue.  They ate very vconomical iu their Labita,
and will live ou less than half the amount thatan Eagtish-
man of the wame cluss conisidurs necursary.  Tuey ure polite,
obliying, aod Rindly-hewrted § theie warking people are coa-
scicativus but slow workers, and carnless than nverage WAgrA.
They iollow the lead of the Eoglish-speaking inhabitants w
that extent that there i3 A saying among the latter that every
“live man” hik to carry a Froachnan an bis back. It is very
sirange that under such citvnmatioces they have preserved
ro-perfectly theiv Feeach tongue of forinae days, and theic
Freoch custom« which amotat to o law of the lund, nnd even,
to A great extent, among conatey peaple, costumes that wers
French fashions before General Wolf sealed the heights of
Abrabam. - Their arket is conseqiently o very picturesqus
sight; they come to it from all quarters on foot, an i in various
outlandish sorts of vehicles, some of which, I haveb.en grave-
1y assured; are not less than one huudred years old. - Of thy
English-speaking inkabitants more than one-half are Irish,
and they are said to be by no means over loyal to the Crown.

The Canadinn ladies are foreed to do their own housework
to a great extent, bucause of the extreme difficulty of gotting
servants; or-hieips, as they are called.. Although 1 believe the
troubles of my connteywomen Lo be great (o this reapect, |
cannot but think that they have ruason to congratulate tliem-
sclves on belng more favourably  situsted than 8o many
others, » : : :

Bervants' wages are not sy high hero as further weat, but
even here they are not only unearly doubls our bome prices.

but the 1 helps ™ have to be tronted with: fur groater consider.
ation than is generally given them in Eogland,

The hotel accommeodation {8 very good. : A round sum per
day 1s chargud, including - attendance, bod-room, moals a g4
carte, and overy ‘necessary. Wines are, of courss, extra; aud
80 8ry private deawing-rooms, if one requires them, The p’rlcns
arc somewhat logy than for the satne olass of accommodation
in Kngland, but not so much less as [ should judge that the
differcuce in the cost of provisions would fairly warrant. Th,
muals are taken in a large public reom fitled with tablus, eac,
capnble of accommodating six persons, The bill of rn'm in-
cludes dishes never seen in Eogland ; besides the variction of
bread which we have, there is one of Indian corn which
tigures for breakfast, It ia light, sweet, and delicious, any
though alwayy eaten hot, it {8 very digestible, 'Amon.z'othr-;
vegotables at dinner, green Indian corn takes a prominuxit
place; it ia served up in the eacs, each about the 8izo of a hslf.
plat bottle, and haviag a “ cob” about one inch in dinm sty
runuing leugthwise through the contre. Each guest rubs h'is
hot corn over with butter, peppers and salts it, then taking it
by the extremities between the thumbs aod fingors of boty
hands, he bites the corn frowm the cob.  There secmy to be no
other reasonable way to dispose of the delicacy, but, whatever
the skilful and fastidious management of the eator, ho weemy
very much in the unligoifisd position of a dog holding a largé
bone in his paws and picking it with his teeth: but the pecu-
liar aweet taste of the sneculent food is not altogether a baj
paymeaut for a little necessary losd of dignity in the weuner
of eating it.  Another dolicacy unkuown to us at howms is th
pumpkin pie. Tho hacd part of the pumpkia is pacsd and
boiled to a thick paste, then properly seasonzd and tavoue-d
and prepared for the table as an open jam tact, 1t is served
up with pure whipped cream. I would command this disk to
tho special attontivn of any of wy countrywomsn who may
be induced to travel in the Dominion of Canaia.

The street vehicles of Quebse seem to e of two kinds, Une
sort, called the waggon, is a high-mounted, flat-bodied, covered
four-wheeled trap; and excepting that it s difficals W elimy
into, it is passably coavenivat. The other, catled & caldshe
cousists of a very narrow covered body, slung by le«,\u...n;
straps to n framework, the {ront porlion of which forms the
shafts, the rear portion being atta:h ol to tha two hizh wheels
on which the rickety thing progresses, Itszemsto we so top-
beavy, and especinily on tho streets of Quabec av ¢ ram.
shacklety ” and dangeroos, that 1T bave never ventured o
engage one for fear of an uypset, and A most undigoiticd and
rapid progression by short cuts towards the river bauk,

Our st

afions,
“ THE FAIB CORNESFONDENT.”

Like mast of Sant's compositions the subjeet of this juctyre
is taken from the ranks of the Eaglish upper class.s, [t is a
fair, fresh Eaglish gicl, in the evening costume io vosie be.
fure chignon monstrusities and naked stoulders cams to iy
rignenr.  In all probability the face is & portrait, Lo
the artist’s fancy to reprodoce i his pictures the bineas
of those with whom he camy tn cuntact—or at least of such
of them a4 had atiractive faces. The froshriess of the youanyg
face, the gracefulnnss of the pose, and the madast simplicity
of the costume contrast favourably with the 5734 nir, and the
hideous, often oatrageoud toilettes which too ferequontly chas
acterizs the drawing-room belle of the prosent day.,

PORT MOUTOX OR NMATOON

is a broad shallow bay making in from the Atlantic aod dote
ted with tslands | it is siated to bave derived its name froma
sheep falling overboasd from one of DeMon 8 ancivnt cdippers
The country surrounding {4 by no moans {uvitiog, althouch
long settied.  Its inbabitants are few and far between, and
composed chiefly of fishermen, the taud being too moky and
aterile for proftable farming., One of the most noticzable
featares of Port Montan is the exten<dve sand beackes on ite
southern stde. The sand is extromely Sue and very whige |
from a distance it appears as if the districs over which it ex-
tends had been strock with hoary winter and covered with
its usud silvery crystal carpating, The sand was blown wome
distancy inland | the trees appear plaated in it which adids
very much to ita wintry aspect.  In the rear of these sand
hilla are the foundations of numernus dwellings vxten ling
far into the woods proviag tat an extensive colony must
have at one time existed hore, of which history epeaks ot a
word,  Beneath this spow.white beach are the mortal o
mains of hundreds of buman beings.  The ruck of & wagenen
whenl or the shovel of those who ocossionally visit tiis
locality for a cargo of sand discloses the mortal remains of
v Someboidy's dadling” - Whether thix spot was used se s
cemetery oy the French, or whether these bodies wers washed
ashore by some terribile shipwreck, is not determined,  Spec.
tacle [sland close by was clearir & burial place, and is beld
fn much superstition by the fisheninen rRod inhahitants of the
neighbouriag matnland—very few would have the hved:hoed
to xtay thnre after dark.,  Headless waeriors and grim goblics,
of various stripes, are said to  make night hideons” on Spec-
tacle Tsland. )

The sketch is taken from the head of the bay, with the
famous sand hills on the right, and Spectacle lsland—a anrt
of donble ialand connrcted by & narrow fsthmus, henee its
nams from its aimilitnde th & palr of Wspecs™—to the left,
The lvmediate foregronnd is nconpisd by a very characteris.
tic Nuva deotian sen-shore onnbinatiop——s smmall store where
way be found all things frotm a ¢ needle Lo an anchor,” The
storekeepar chicfly # trades” fur the riches of the surroandiong
sen<, giviag his teas and tobacco for fish, osl, nad fat herring;
his medicines (quack of cours:) for macketel, and his cottons
for codfish —or anything out of which he can sewo a posaibility
of doubling hix money— good careful soul ™ that he is,  Hix
fiah flakes, fish house, and fishing flect areall in view, Within
a hundred yards of ‘our gketch is a ship-yard aud s fine vessel
of four hundred tons.on the stocks nearly ready for launching,
_which will add another unit to the ¢normous fluet now owned
by Nova Scotin. It is in just such out of the way little apots
ns Port Matoon that contribute 8o mugh to wwell the fshing
and shipping interests of that Peovincn,

There are hundreds of small ports, bays, and inlets on the
const of Nova Hcotin inhabited by o bard-working and {ntel-
Higent race of people, who are not only comfortable but com-
paratively rich’; who mannge to build, own and sail vessels
from ten to one thousand tons; who can talk timber or sugsr
freights with the most tearned on such matters in Londou ot




