
NOTES ON IIISTORY.

ani important, it is evident, inightl becomse doit'
gerous in tlie handso funskilfuil or desigiiing per-
sons ; but tlh comiosition of ic court was such,
thait thley swere ainost iiivariably swielded wvith.
sisdoi, justice, andi moderntion. The Areopa-
gos beenmse a sort of conservative potwer and

sfe rin te state, u nd was looked up to by
tli Atlienoits sitlit hie utmost veneration and
confidence, iotillisittiiiig Ita, in lie exercise
of its power of reviewoiig lie poptlar decreos, it

did noto iesitate tu auil and disallowv somse of
those tmost oagerly supporled by the multitude.

Stperior to all considerations of party or po-

piir fatvour, tie Areopngis also endeavoured to
sceure tiemîselves front ail prejiudice, cf whatso-

eer kind, in the iidividual cases îronght before
tlîei, and L forti thiir jiidgentl on te plin
unîîvaîrnîisied iierits of tlie questio for this

pitrpose, their sittings, in creiminal cases, were
helti nI itiglt, tlit tc siglt of the prisoier to lie

tried miglt nîeither nove tein lo comnpassion nior
i dislie ; tc picadorson either nide were re-

strailied froin ail eloquent periods and irrelevaiit
Iliglts of tfaicy, cotîfined ici a simple stIteinentl of
facîs aid forbiddon to excite the feelings of their
audience by either exordiumîîî or peroration. The
court twas iekl it tit open space on lite summit of
lie hill, dlistant froin any tbde,.ndtîl retiied
rom ail distracting souns. In the celtre woere

piced tle prisonier anid noîere, iri seats of solid,
siÑer» arountîd thte, pli benches cut from th
liviîig rocl, sat tic 'jiîigds.- Àsevere stillness,
uited tt thc acilonsist and tL hour, reigned anie

ilieir raîis, ai none opened his lips, saving ce-
casionialiy it lie close of li plendinîgs, to Pro-
noucee his soleinnî und deliberte judgment.
i[ore generally, hovever,' the same silence wsn
preserved even in delivering iteir suilriges. Tii

a corner of the creit were pliced tweo tînts-otie
of Wood, catlled tile " Urni of domîpassion"-tihe
other of bross, k snown ns the "l Urn of Death."

ach menber of tlie court ias furnisied illi a
small flint, tlhicli he deposited in cie or other of;
liese vases, ani juîlgioent sîtîs prtiimcsîiee t.e-

cording e flite numbîîiîer fotnd in eteli. If il in-
ieeil at itsy timse that bothi enntainled an equal

number of votes, .'flitt soas iroppe into elit

Urnof dOmpassioli," lit lite Inie of Mtinçrvn, I
flite tutelary deity of Alhens,-and lie prisoier
w salts ncquîilt.td Diring tlie reign cf -the'ltirty

ratsin Athes, hl Atcs, they chaniged te tmode of
voting in lte Areopagus, to cnable tliin to gatler
lite individaiî opiniorî of cach nietmber on any.

politicl itsltion lirotîglt before themît. Instend
tf slipping hie Ulits secreily'ite fl tic-rnas iL

iefore, lite Areopatgits scere obliged to teposit

lti if toinve bet presenteil le lite triuiailby ires

iltit t openly on two tables, in lie centre of the
assembly, one called uic "Table of Life"-tlie
othier, lite " Table of ieatli."

Manîy of their dlerees have beei preserveil by
ancient thliors, along swiîit lie (Oses swhich gave
rise to then ; and of these te present a few :

Chlou was icetîsel cf not lnving preservel in
ier attire tlie ligiiicile plaimess anl siinplicity
worthy of an Atheilni date. Tihis was lier
sentence : "Let lier name be strktelu out frein the
register of tîtatrons, and lnscribeîl ii tiat of lie
eotirtesans."

Lastenia, jeious of lier loer, and atnxiots to
il his waoering tlectionis, procureîl tL love potion

und administered iL te iim. I provel a moral
poison, anid tlie distraedoîl girl wvas br cuglit before
lte Aroopagîs oii a charge of tmîrtler. " 'site-
nita is acquittedi !'" wst the atard ''she is less
giilty than ftil nte.

Oe of their ovne.ntnber, Aristoniis, wsontc-
eused of rielty. Wiilst syniniîîg ini lite fields. a.

linîet, pursîted ly ip:row-itwk souglit, refuge

E flite besomi of the Aropaigite, ho, instead o
anhlrding lit protection this iriisingly elniimel,

visted lite ieoec 6. fite: poor bird. h'lie court
gave its ieeision ts foloes "A rtiel horI is
totaly imtIfil for lie ities cf aî citizet • let Aris-
tornus be oxpelleil frot lie recopngis, and roît-
derel incapable of ever holding any oiice in thfie

sbate."
Tiev cn(leisd a chilt Lt be put tl deatl,'

snys ]lilii, "f naking il is pastinmoe ptL
cuLt the eyes of iuils conceiving lhiesnuiry
inclimation sî the iaikl of t very ticlced disposi-
lion, ivhich iniglt cite day prove fital to na1:y, if
il ere snlibred to grows .op with iitiy."

A sonan wts brouglît before Dolaiella, Pro-
constîl of Asia, nîeeîîsed of havinîg poisoned lier
rusband and lier soit. SIte nditited the faet, but
spoa e us follows, in lier defencet : " ito i
iny first iusbnd l soit whoi I tenderly loved,

and whose virtLs rendered his svworly of iiy
atiection. My secoîtd huîsbîtmdu, atd tlie soit soituim
I bare t hi, iurdered imly favoirite chilil. I
thouiglît itVott liavsbeen u njust iti have snileredl
tEhose twe monsters of barbanrity tu lise. If yU
think, sir, that I lînve committed a crime, it is
youîr province to punish it: I certainly shall
never repeti of it." There seas in this a sort of
rude justice, si mîici in neenilitewiifith cltitn-

eniightened. spirit of L te times; ns toeinarratss

lte jitgment of ic l'roconsul ii lie remitted

tlie case tl %ilons, for lite decision of lthe Areo-
pugts, a patient examoitinaiofi of lie case.
hit court. iinîkiniîg tait site iîl received sucht
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