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’ ,“aml unportunf, itis ct tdcnt mmhc bccomc d«m-v
! gerous in the hands of uusl\llfular designing per-

sons ; butthe composxlmn of tlic court was such,
‘thnt they were alnost invariably wielded with.
‘Wisdom, justice, and moderation. . The Areopa~
zus beeame o sort of couservalive power and
safeguard in the state, and was looked up to by
the Atheninus with the utmest veneration and

confidence, notwithstunding that, in the exercise’

of its power of reviewing tlie popular deerees, it
id no¢_hesitate to nnnut and disallow some of
those most eagerly supported b) the multitude.
Supcrmr to all considerations of party or po-
ular favour, the Arcopagus also endeavoured to
secure themselves from il prejudice, of whatso-
aver kind, in the individual enses bronght before
them, and to form their judgment on the plain
unvarnished merits of the- question. = ¥or this
purpose, their sittings, it criminal cases; were
held at uight, that the sight of the prisoner to be
tried might neither move Lhel'ri' to compussion nor
© 10 distike ; the ple‘lde s.on ¢ither side ‘were re--
- strained from all eluquan per iods and irrelevant
» Hlights of fuicy, conhncd to'a simple smtcment of
fucls, and forbidden to excite the feclxn"s of their
andience by, either exordinm or peroration.  The,
court was held in an open space an. the summit of
the hill, distant from any abode, and -retired
from all distvacting sounds, = In the centre were,
plucod the prisoner and 1cmmcr in seats of solid,
- gilver® 3 “around them, on benchcs cut ‘from tho:
: huug rock, snt, thc ]udrrc ,
- suited to the oL(.'\ ot and the l\our,
their ranks, and uonc opencd his lips, <mmﬂ' o¢-
casionally nt the close of- the plendings, to pro-
nounce -his solemn and  defiberate _]llll"mcl'lt.
More generally, however, the sarae silence was
preserved even in delivering their suffrages. In
a corner of the area were-placed two urns—one
. of .wood, ealled tho. * Urn of Compassion”—the
other of bruss, known gs the “ Urn of. Death.”
Each member of the comrt was fi urnished with a
small-flint, which he deposited in one of other of
these vases, and julgioent was pronounced .ne-
cording to the number found in each. 1f it hap-
pened nt uny mne. that both eontained an equal
number _of votes, u ﬂmt was_dropped into the
“ Urn'of Campassion,” in the’ name of Minerva,
the tutelnry dmt_) of Alhens,—-nnd the prisoner
7 was neqmucd During the reign ‘of- the'thirty”
: 1) rants, in “Athens, t.ho; changed the mode of,
" voting in the Arcopwns, to mmblc them to gather
the individun! opinion’ of ench member on any.
. political question livought before them. Inslcnd
of slipping the flints sm.lelly into’ lhu urns, us’
hcfmc, the l\lC(ill.l"llC< were obhged Lo dc-pom

id Lo have been presenteil (o the tribunal by Ores.

- other, the _‘"lu.blc of Denth,” - i

‘courtesans,”

guve its du.x:lon s follows :

‘never repent of 1t.”
.rude luauce‘
,cnhr-htcned hpmt of the times; a5 to vnbarr
'the‘]ud"mcnt of the 1'roconsul 3 nml he vemitted
ithe case to Athens, for the decision ‘of the Areo

them npenly on o mblcs. in thc centre of the
assembly, one cu]lcd the “T'able of Lifw’ "—the o

Many of, their decrees have been preserved by
ancient anthiors, along with the eusds which gave
vise to them ; and of these we present n few :

Chloe was aceused of not having preserved in
her attire the dignified plainness and simplicity
worthy of an Athenirn dame. This was her
sentence : ¢ Let her nume be struek ot from the-
register of atrons, nnd inseribed in that of the”

Tastenin, jealous of ler Iover, and anxious to
fix his wavering afivetions, procured u love potion .
und administered it to him. 1t proved o 'mortul -
poison, and the distracted girl was brought before -
tlluAruopnvlis on n cherge of murder, . “Taste
niu is acyuitted 17 was the u\\md 5 *she is less
guilty than unfortunate.” )

One of their own number , Aristonius, was ne-
cused of cruelty, Wlulal. wi Iun" in’the fields, 1,
lmm.r, pursued byn s'pnro“- m\\l 'son"hL refuge’
in the Lbosom of the. Alcopun-ltc, who, instead of
.nlor(hn" the proteutmn ‘thus: lrusunglj claimed,
twisted the ‘neck of the; : wor. bivd. The court :
< A ernel heart § is
totally unfit for the dutics of @ citizen : Jos Aris- *
tonius be'expelled from the Areopagus, and ren- - -

dered mcupub‘le of ever holding any olhcu in the

ing it his piistimo o put:
out the (-_‘,cs of fuails ;. ﬂm.m\ ng thissanguin:
mchnutlon s the matk of n very wicked dl;pusn-
tion, W ‘hieh H’Il"’llt oue (h) prove futal to m.m), i
it were suﬁcrcd tosgrow «p with itnpunity.”

A womnn was brought Lefore Dolabells, 1’ro-
consul -of Asin, 1 of having | 1 her
husband and her son.  Sheadmitted the faet, but
spoke us follows, in her defencet : “ L Imd to
wy first hnsband o son whom I tenderly loved,
and whose virtues rendered him worthy of ‘my
atfection. My seeond husbund, and the son whom
1 bare to him, murdered my favourite child, 1
thought it would havebeen unjust to fwve suffered
those two monsters of barbarity 1o Jive. 1 you
think, sir, thet'I have committed n erime, it is
yaur - province to punish it: I cevtninly shall
There wus in'this n sort of
much in m.Lnrdunce “with the -

pugs. M'r,cr « patient examination of the case, -
that courx. thinkinz that she hal received such

-® Bonk x, chap. 1. . B
+ ,\ulluq(-ellius.“ quulcd in l.m:u.lop- dm l:rlluunlu-

i verbo. , . S



