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quer, or even attain equal power, or at least become
a great rival, is of coursv a matter of much time.
And yot, taking all things into account, wo must
cenclude on the wholo that Ohristianity will pro-
vail.  Thus Buddhism, having reached tho oxtreme
of decay, is just as if an old man at the point of
death should undortako to contend with o man
young in years and flushod with horoic vigor.”
And then tha writer asks this quostion of his breth-
ron, ** Are ye the priests awaro of this?" Ho then
goos on to give his reasons for thinking so. He
says that thore are five things which give men power
over others, viz., money, intelligonce, virtue, rank
and power of habit. Ho claims that Buddhists are
superior in but one thing, viz., the power of habit;
that thoy ure equal in ono, viz., rank; and then
says that thoy are vastly inferior in intelligonce,
virtue and money. And so, in the opinion of its
champions, Buddhism will never clasp the scopter
of universal dominion.

Will Mohammedanism? T think not, and for the
following reasons: First, the Koran 1s its chiof
book, and every student knows it to be uttorly
de ‘tuto of all historio strength. As n specimen
of uncultivated and spasmodic poetic rhapsodisings
it has, perhaps, some small merit, But it abounds
in historic and chronological blunders and tiresome
and frivolous ropetitions. Goetho, while spuaking
of it as sublimo in some respects, says that it is
“sovero and terrible.” Gibboa says that 1t “‘some-
times crawls ia the dust and is sometimes lost in
the clouds.” Carlyle speaks of it as a confused
ferment of a great, rude humarn soul—rudo, un-
tutored, that cannot even read, but forvent, earncst,
struggling vehemently to utter itself, and yet a
wearigome, confused jumble of endless iterations.”
Lacking historic strength, incapable of ono appeal
to any prophecy fulfilled, it can never appeal tv a
preoccupied and cultivated mind., In addition to
this, ic is etornally at war with two ideas, which,
like mountain ranges, are looming up on the hori-
zon of tho human mind, viz.. that all men are
brothers and all women sisters, and that woman is
man’s social equal. It sanctions and enjoins the
institution of human slavery. It deprades woman
by polygamy and concubinage. [t pute her lifo
even absolutely in her husband's hende. He alone
has the right of divorco. When weary of his part.
ner he bas only to say three tinics these words, ¢ I
divorce thee,” and the deed is done. No power in
heaven ahove or earth beneath can change his act.
No woman is educated save in the art of cooking.
They do not kuow even their own ages. No woman
praysover there, You will see a little gallory stuck
up in a coruer in some mosques where they some-
times come, but merely as spectators. The good
men do all tho praying that noeds to be done.
Twonty years ago there was not in the whole land
of Egypt one native woman who could read or
write. To-day, thanks—to whom do you supposc?
—to the boys and girls of America, to thuse reared
here in your homes and Sunday-schools, to Amer-
ican missionaries, there are over 2,000. Twenty
years agzo the only women in Egypt who sang were
the miserable dancing women. When the mission-
aries wanted to fit somo of our hymns to Egyptian
tunes they found every tuno asscciated with words
too revolting to be uttered. Yeu have heard of tho
abuzo heaped upon Egyptian donkeys! All you
have heard is true; I care not how baditis. I had
rather bo a donkey in some other country. And
yet, I say it deliberately, and with a full under-
standing of tho meaning of my words, I had rather
be a dunkey in Egypt or Palestine or any Moham-
medan country than,anative woman. Then Mo-
hammedanism is weak in the moral character of its
founder. He began as a roformer, but with power
came sensuality and cruelty. When ho was fifty-
threo yoars of age ho married a girl of nino, and at
his death Jeft at least fuurteen wives, and how many
concubines no mortal knows. Ho stood by and saw

600 Jows massacred in cold blood in one day. He
gove the Arabiaus four months to chovse botween
the Koran or death, Amoug his last words were,
“ Tho Lord destroy the Jows and the Christiane.”
That name can nover till tho world, Then Moham-
medanism is weak in this, that it can no Jonger rely
on the aword. It is much to be doubted whether
it over made convertsatall, It made subjects. The
Koran has nevar gone a yard beyond the Janizaries
and the merciless line of Ottoman saburs.  Its day
of conquest is over. Above all the wild babble of
political intrigue by which the aystom is kept in
power, I hearjto-Qay tho calm words of Bim wh..
said: ‘‘ Thoy that take tho sword shall perish by
the sword.” Every atom built into any ccclesias-
tical atructure by theswurd of war shall by the same
weapon be pried outagain. In that language moro
religious establishments than one may read their
inevitable dvom. Muhammedanism has been re-
treating for a thousaud yoars, Defeated by Dartel,
A. b, 732, driven out of Spain the year that Colum-
bue discovered America (s. ». 1492), dufeated at
Vienna in 1683, thoy lost Greeco i 1827. 'They
camo near going out of Eurepe in 1854, and would
have done so but for England and Franco and Sar-
dinia, In 1878 thoy lost Bulgaria and Herzegovina,
while England purchased and annoxed Cyprus, Iu
1880 the boundaries of Greeco and Mountenegro
woro enlarged at their exponse, and Euypt is now
practically owned by England. The massacres of
Damascus in 1860, Bulgaria in 1877, Alexandria in
1882 are simply despair struggling against a
ctushing fate. Remove England and TFrance
from Cunstantinoplo and the Mohammedsan
power would not endure a fortnight. The
Czar of Russia claims to be a lineal descendant of
Alexander the Great and heir to the vid Greek 1Em-
pire as it was when Alexander died. That includes
Turkey in Europe, and under that claim every Turk
would be driven into Asia Minor or drowned in the
Dardanelles. Mohammedanism will not take ihe

world.
(To be continued.)

Gorvrespondence,

LDear CHRISTIAN,—

It has been some timo sinco I wrote anything for
-your columns, and I am sorry that Iam such a
poor writer. I know what [ have to say now will
not be read with wuch interest, yot I caunot refrain
from saying something at such times as these when
evorything is at its best,

I am rejuiced to see Halifax going ahead ¢4 it is,
vast improvements have been made in a short
time and everything looks encouraging. 1 will not
say anything about the two last meetings held by
Bro. E. C. Ford. I will leave that to better pens
than mine. However, I might say that as a judgo
of good sermons, I think Istand second to none,
without boasting, and if these two that Bro. E. O,
Ford preached for us last Lord’s day were a sample
of his preaching, then I am more than satisfied
that he would suit Halifax. I want to hear him
very often, I think I have said enough on this
head, and I will try and inspire my brethren with
the love of Christ and the good of His cause. No
cause needs so much stirring up by way of remom-
brance as the cause of Christ. 1 don’t know how it
is, or why it is, but it is co, and you caunot deny
it. Brethron, just think of 1t when you glance at
these few rambling thoughts that I have hastily
ponned and you will bo convinced that I am about
right. Forty yoais or more Halifax has beon
struggling along, sometimes upon tho mountain
top, at other times down in the valley of despair,
but we hopo by God's help to unfurl the bauner of
Christ on Now Year's day.

This will boa day of 1ejoicing in Halifex. Now

lot us look at God's ways and His dealings with

men and tako couraco. Muses was forty years old
when he vieitod his brothron, and seoing one of
them suftor wrong, ke dofended him, and avenged
him that was oppressod. Apain doses returns to
Egyp* after forty years absence to deliver tho
children of lsrael from the hauds of Pharaoh,
Moreover, it was forty years Moses led the
children of Israel through tho wildernvss, and
stauding afar off viewed tho promised land. After
ol these discuuragomonts he unly viowed the pro-
mised land, Just think of it, eighty years from
leaving Egypt and returning back delivering his
brethren from Egyptiau bondage, travelling
through the wildorness and then to only have a
sight of the prowised land that flowed with milk
and honey. Moses suroly must have been a disap-
pointed man. But you see God’s ways are not
our ways, neither His thoughts our thoughts.
But I just vant overy brother and aister to think
about Halifax and have their requested amount to
arrive here un Now Year's day, the time appointed
for opening our now houso of worship. I'riends,
you who have some fancy for good things and
handsome things, you have all that here iu the
church building,

Thore is another forty I forgot to mention.
There is forty members, I see by Tur CHRISTIAN,
that belong to Halifax church. Now who can give
us semething to beat this letter on forty’s. But I
am glad to say that Halifax church has not stuck
on forty, she has advanced and now nunbers forty-
four. And we trust to see forty more brought in
by Now Year—1893, I think I have said enough
this time to satisfy the brethren that we are im-
proving here, and all the help we got from abroad
will be more than thankfully received.

Trusting all who read Tue CHRIsTIAN will have
the pleasure of visiting Halifax and the brethren,
where they will always receive a warm welcome,
and hoping these few remarks will stir you.all up
until you have deposited the where with all into the
post office box; then you will feel happy, and
when we open our new building here we will shake
hands and wish you A Bappy New Year.

Yours, as ever,
W. J. DIe3SERVEY.

155 Agricola Strect, Halifax, N. 8.

SUMMERSIDE LETTER,

The Rev.J. A. Cahill, pastor uf the Baptist
church of this town, recently exchanged with me.
At the mornicg service in our house, after preach.
ing, hestepped down to where ona of the eclders
was sitting and spoke to him about the communion,
He was_requested to preside at the Lord's Table
and did so. This is tho only instance that I know
of where a Baptist minister prosided at thetable in
any of our churches, Iam glad to have it to record,
and T hope that a more fraternal feoling may grow
up between Disciples and Baptists. There are
mony places where both churches are weak and
strugeling for an existence, whereas if both were
united into one body they would be a power for
good.  Let brotherly love continue. I am prepar-

iny a course of lectures for delivery this winter on
the books of the Bible, My first lecture will be
given on the first Wednesday in December. The
topic will be ‘¢ Tho Inspiration of the Bible.” My
next will be the book of Genesis, otc., each Wed-
neaday ovening taking up a book or books. A
question box will be used in connection with the
course, but I will tel! you more about it Juter on.

Wo bad a visit from Bru. Crawford lately. He
spend two weeks at Tignish whero he received a
hearty welcome. Owing to bad weather ho could
not preach as much as ho would have liked. Gne
confession while he was there, but owing to the
weather he was not able to attend to the baptizing.
Bro, Crawford also preached one Lord’s day ian

Summerside to good congrogations.



