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*** In future this will be a cegular featare of ooxsarixe
Anp Stavionxn and will contain the latest informa.
tion of value to libraries,

MR, BAIN'S ADDRESK.
T NE following wis the nddiess or the

Proesgdent,  Meo Jaes Bain, g

dehivsaad Indore The Ly Avno
cintion st ite weetingg in CToronto Just
month. 1t = an admiable sunanary of the
worth, pmpose, and outhak of Conndun
Libnmavians,  Mr. Bain said .

*This evening we nre met, fin the first
time in the Domianion of Cinada, asa body
of librmutiane and of thee  intented in
Libiary  wifuivs, to tuke stock of the past,
tee cunsidder the prveest und to e how far
wo an deelop the ftare.  Th time  is
prupitions.  With the beginmng of o new
sentury we senture to look furwand to nea
finen of work, to sust inerensc in the nam
ber i sizex of oue fibitiee and to exten
<iom i erery diveetion which sims at the
developanent  to their trae end--the mental
advineetent and  culture of the people of
thix Pavvinee. I will be your duty, thers
ivre, careiully ta sutisider the precent ocon
ditions of owr fibrries, whether yuml ot
wrbwy, theit relation to the public aund the
public's ndution G thetn, Iy doing <o we
will harn that much that bas been done in
the past s temponey, shat many ndiead
changes will nygnite to be mnde aned, alwove
all, we will larn te sympathize with auod
aitl one anotha o strnving for closer relu
trons betwern all el of our prople and
the bouks cenmuitted to om chanee,  And
it in doitg wo we vise o the hnowledge that
the duty imgossd upon as is ne ordinar
ote, thit to us Jus boen sommitted the
et olucation amd instruction of the adalt
population of the  Provinee. we will - ae
gainnd 0 ~tmadue whiell wdl vesult in
elevating out profesaon e the estimation
of all vesseling and o thinking peuple tlllll_(ll
mtending the wiluchoes 8 our hivaries i
heyotud our brightest antieations.

ONTARIO A8 A FIEED.

e Jickt in the Proviee of Ontarie om-
tine 0 pupnlntion of about 202 willions,
alieest ) ot whuh e mddel e that
witionn of the 'naane lvpe between
L\k--\ Hute, Fuie, Ontarie aond the Nt
Tawsvnee River. and sonth ot a0 hine dimwn
flom Varry Nound to the . River
For the pavsent,  thereme,  unnl New
Optatie L., the evtent o wnuntry to b
el aa pot eveessive espuviatlhy as o
e o portion o the populstion s clus
torel i1 caties aned towns It would be
cuing bevend the bounds of my - address
this evemmg o cnomemte the  suceesive
wifente whidh hate Inen wade o the Gov
ermrent snd priate andividuads snee the
Bt propeals o Govetoar Simose te sup
plavent the wluational word awrrist on an
thiv Pnainee 1o antnedacne and populat
iang s Blaarses Prom the days of Dr.
Brerson, the father of cm sslumtannl sys
temn, to Hise of the pr~ent Minister ot
Fdumlwon. the diorts of the Goverminent
Juve: heen wnonninghy o thes dhireenion
Offtevts L Invn appenttss] e wateh ever
and puide thee st od thaee whe otab
Habeod them, ety coovrangeient has been
‘.’i\l‘ll to those \\l;i! h were weuh nnd fom
KM 1o X500 ha- lavn numm_ll\
pranted toenatds benusng them We llng\
won . Jlowever, that the time has cvnne fg
aane Bfwrad aned svipathetic mnnicgad and
anlividaad st vontedent that the Gm
cineent ol the Prov e will coptinue to

mirnish the smne ygenerous nasistance which
they have always given in the past. 1
the last peport of ‘the Minister of Eduen
tion, we Jenrn that there are in thiz Pro
vinee L five publie libmries supported -H)
the mumicipadity 253 public libmries supr
mrted  manly by feex; 24 pew  libimriex
!.n\-- beon peeently  onnized, and 28
libmatien hinve not reported. In addition to
these we  Fave univenity  ond  college
hitnuries, society and xcientific libmries, 25
faw libiartes, e one Laegisfative libiary.,
We  huve thur a total of H1} in the
Poaninee,  ‘The public libmries numbering
471, with which we have more elosely to
denl with this evening, make an eacellent
echibit, tmt, which, however. does not
ctaned eiose nnadysise OF hooks they have on
theic shieluee 9IR,020 volwnes, In 1900 the
perisd Tor which returas were nquired to
b mude war altersd, so that. for the future,
they  shoald  vorrespond to the  alendas
reur wnd not run from April te March. The
vhithgze necessitated issuinge the returns for
vight months only of 1901 1 hase, there
ine, dnervased the figures by about one
thirdd to @ive an approvimnte total for the
venr. The drsue of books on this hagix was

2,876,237, mther e than one per head of °

the population of the Province, The ¢axpen-
ditwre, which  was  virtmally  the  entire
tneome, was 178,612, I from theso figures
we daluct the atmonmx paid by the lage
Liliuries, nx Bauntiond,  Brockville,  Chat
b, Guelph, Hamiltan, Lindsy, London
amd Toronto, 266,192, we  find that  the
amount spent by the sndler libmries, num
bhering 362 ix SUOIK7, or an avemge of
XN per dibiuy. And @ foom this we
deduct R0 ac the avamge Goverpent
emnt, we pather that the avemge amount
contributed (o0 weh libmey, by individugl<
o mmivipality . ix 8R7 per annane, 1 onead
hardls wty in this meeting that o numwber
of thse far mvensd this mount, so that o
sery lurge  proportion of the libmriex of
this  Protines are struggling for an esis
tehans on an inenme of less than 8250 per
annmn, Lot ud now Jook for a moment at
the size of these libmavies. T03 v entered
as wider 10N volumes 3 128 contain from
1000 to 2,000, and 115 from 2,000 to 5,000,
o that 316 or all bat 25 are under 3,004
wohanes,  The condition upon  which the
Govermuent gmaed iy mnde iv ihat  the
hbnuy must expend on books n sum cor
responding to the gnnt, with the vesult
that the funds as fur ag possible e
ovprendid dn this way.
TIO- ST GGESTIONS,

It i~ evident fiom these figuns that the
amonnt spent on the 346 sinaller libarie
in so smadl that the necesary attendance
for avetaking amd  distribotion cannot be
provided aiter making the due  allowanee
tor gvat, light and heat.  To inmvestignte
tharoughly  the  comdition of  affaies  and
make sugrestions asx ta the best niethed of
evercomine the difficulty is one of the sub
peta which =hould octupy dom attention,
As a emtilmtion te the diseussion let me
auggest e phins which way e considered.
The wants are thuned assistuntx, uniform-
ity in banvine, ataloging and more neular
supplie of new books. To suppore that
the snmller libmiries aan afford to e
tained assictants i~ folly ;. but, i all the
hbmrics within a connty amld be trmns
jeeed  te the county, amd  the Govern-
ment grants paid to i, it would be an
wel nuatter for it to vprage 1 lilnnrian whe
wonlid work ap che mn ptepial within it
hmit~. Tiv task ovuld avudily be comnmit.
s 1o v Ledy, vy of swhom aee
atnmely  qualifying  thenselvx for lilrars
work  The blumtian wenld empespond 1o
the  seliewd atspector condnned with the
Juties of 3 Nunual School tencher She

wourldd armange with  those of oach achool
section, or with such other divisions as-the
county  couneil  might direet, for placing
libmriex ; wonld interest the people in the
work.: woeuld  tmin the assistant in the
clanentary work necessany for keeping aml
distributing the hooks, and at some centimd
point would avmnge tor purehaze and bind
ing. Money would be saved by printing one
atnlogue tur three or fisve libmries,  und
these Jibmries coudd be  enchanged  with
uther purts of the county. The eapense to
n county would be compamtively small and
the wmin enormous especinlly, i1 with  this
were combined the school libnaiesr, which
our leding educationalists are demandt €4
ax n scholustic necessity, furvishing.a ready
and ipeapensive mouns of distribution in the
spurser settied distriets,

The other plan is for the Government to
take upon itself the respousibility of declin-
i to aid small Bbmries  directly  and
dovoting the money heretoiore spent. in the
maintennnee of w1 number of  travelling
lilnariex, of 100 or 200 volumes, one of
which would ‘be supplied to cach of them.
sy, three times a year—in this way insue-
ing that the proper chancter of  books
reach the ronders and that the supply oi
new hoons is continuous. One of the diffi-
cultiex we have to encounter is-tmining our
masters.  As un almost  umversal rule
library Dads are ignomnt of the require-
ments of modern libmries.  Nor can we
wotkder at this, beenuse the gentlemen who
wive their time and patience in the ofiort
tu mnke thexe  libmriex  prosperous  are
enguged in other voartions  which occupy
the greater part of theiv time. If they are
~cholarly  they are almost certain to he
unystenutie, wnl B systematic ta know
nothing of books. 1 think, however, that
it will be  uniformly found that they
wre petfeetiy willing to leave the details of
work to the libwmeian, if he or she proves
to be conipetent for the position. Let even
the most. tronblesonte trustee have but the
opportunity  of putting -on the list the
books e want= to read mid of striking out
those which he does not wamt his neighbor
to nud and:he ig stisfied, it the details of
work wo on smoothly.  Unfortunately, with
o nuwy of our sl Llnuries, only ocens.
fonal untimined assistants ean be employed,
whose work, supplemented hy oqually unin-
formed  trustees, I8 cqually  disstrous,
Contusion on the shelves, want of promp.
ness i fooking niter booky overdue, allow-
img hooks to become mgged and nnrmdable,
and fuilore to sopply new books mgZularly
are  rocks  apon  which so nany sl
libruries in Ontario have  been  wirecked.
And the alter eonreguences e still more
disgrecable, tor it is the vory self-saerific.
ing, who appreciate the advantages of read.
iny, and are instnumental in forming the
lilmaries, who are diusted and decline to
come forwaind ngwin, The only remedy 1
this jx the supply of a class of vegularly
trmined  hbmriang who  would  command
confidence. Not that 1 tlink the tminhwe
should be of thut advinead chamacter which
15 roquired for n umiversity  or coll
lithary, but & trmaining which would :s.?:
then a knowledge of the orderly care i
books,  keeping  them clean and repairing
svatematically.” In the hest  methods of
distribution auited to the chamicter of their
roders, in being exact in the changing and
return syvstem and, above all, familiarizing
themsehex  with  Enelish  literature,  the
anthors and books thiey have written, and
with  such subjoct idices as will enable
them te name at  lotrt  one  authority on
mery vonnon =ubject.

QUESTIONS TO BE TAKEN UP.

The modern public librmarinn must know
waany details which were unknown or des-

-



