Toronte Topics

I HE New Year has l)ebun and by
the time Urs anp DowNs reaches

its readers one month will have

passed. May each month as it comes
bring happiness and more brightness
mto all our lives !

It secms such a little time since our
last talk together, and yet each day has
brought its own share of responsibilities
and new experiences; and although
there 1s always a certain amount of
sameness about our lives, at times some
very funny things happen, and at others
trying ones; but they all go to form our
different characters, and the way we
meet them tends to make these char-
acters good and strong or weak and of
no account. l.et us all set before us
the highest standard, and try earnestly
and patiently to reach up to it, and
mould our lives and characters after the
pattern our Divine Master pave ns.
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she has had a good deal of rheumatism,
and several of us know what a terrible,
gnawing, uring pain that is, and can
sympathize with her. We have another
hospital patient on our books as well
as Lizzie. Gertrude Storr has managed
to pick up scarlet fever somewhere. |
do not know 1t Santa Claus found it
left over after dispensing his other gitts
but 1t is, fortun
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ages from fHfteen to twenty even come
out visiting on a cold evening, with
snow on the ground and the thermo-
meter between freezing and zero, with
nothing on their feet but just the light
slippers thev wear round the house?. I
wonder if a few words from our friend,
Dick Whittington, or our kind doctor,
would have any better effect than my
lectures, which seem to have got so
stale as-to be quite ineffectual.

We have to stretch our arms still
wider to receive new sisters. Lucy
Hayward comes to us from Burlington,
and already seems very happy in her
place, and we hope she will continue
<o and do well in it.

ily Fitzgerald is trying her hand at
city life and city ways, which latter are
not like the country ones; but she will
verv guickly learn that chickens arc
just as gond cooked without water
the pan as they ave with it. Lily had a
visit from her brother, whom she has
not three years, and we are
glad <he should have had this pleasure,
and can realize what happiness it must
have given her to be with him again.
Fhen comes Marah Neale. How many
can remember her?  Of course, the
writer s quite “ont of it7 on the re
membennig question, although she was
first in the field to welcome her among
us.  Marah came to Canada in 1884
with one of the carliest parties: still
she is not too old to come and claim
sisterhood  with us here in 'Toronto,
and we are very glad to welcome her
among us.  ‘Then we had two more
strangers with us on the 26th Mari
Garbe and ‘Ruth (;mhdm both of them
quite “grown up,” but nonc the less
welcome, and we hope they will come
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again and see us and join o Sundin
githiciings occasionally

NMice Corntsh ives o Lo, v,
wath

l-ulh Ll

“linl\m, but has nmn..gul Wb
ao L o thirce toes, windd

(B ill) | ulllc; ;.:'ill.s \\’lH -'.(.'l hea lll»

and 1o 1 b o hesh ot o de
vl and Live saastacton Youd wo
L e u\»t.:.‘p:.f NGEODC L n e

.",ll(l“
N \|l l‘ll»

Baa b e as o 00 aand 1 lx.llu RN

el s aey bacu ke e



