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Wis MepicAl, Acapemy of Paris cal
culates that thero are at the ypresem
ime 180,0 0 doctors seattered ovor the
world,  Of these, 65,000 are in the
United States, 20,0600 in France. 32,000
Germany and  Austrin, 35,000 in Great
Bri ain and tho Colonie-, 10,600 in ltuly,
und 5,000 in Spain.  Putting aside
pamphlets and memoirs innumerable, it
is estimated that 129,000 works have
been published on medical subject. Of
the writers 2.808 are American, 2,600
French, 2,300 German and Austrian, and
2,100 English.

MEaT INSPECTION IN GERMANY is vory
minute.  All inspectors are required to
provide themsolves with microscopes,
und the instruments must be officially
proved and declared fit for use. The
proprietor of evory slaughtered hog must
pay 25 cents for inspection and the
issuing of a certificate. For the inspec
tion, a picce of the moat ix cut from each
of the following parts: the muscles of
the dinphrngm s short ribs; larynx; rool
of the Tongue; jaw; cye; the thighs
~houlder-blade ; upper part of the neck;
and back. Statisties show that about }
of 1 per cent of all German hogs are
trichinous, while of the imported hogs
about 4 y..rcent are infected. Warnings
have been issued against the consump
tion of raw pork.

Purtrrcatron or Warer By MorioN.—
The water of the river Neva is very free
from bacteria, having only about 300
germs in a cubic ceutimeter. In the
cunals of St. Potersburg, on the contrary,
their npmber reach 110,000 in a cabic
ventimetor, even during good weather
Dr. Pehl explains this by vhe rapidity of
the motion of the water, and he h:s made
dircet exporiments in order to ascertain
that.  When wator was brought into
rapid motion for aa hour, by means of
1he centrifugal machine, the number of
developing germs was reduced by 90 per
cent.  Farther experiments will show if
this destruction of germs is due to the
moiion of the mass of water, or to mole-
cular motion,

Leading Articlss,

ON THE REPORTING Of' DISENSES,

It had beon hoped by many that u
system for obtaining ropors off prevailing
diseases from definite localities in  all
parts of the Dominion would huave been
put in operation before this, Such n
system is much needed in the interests of
the public health,  Thoro is now seeming-
ly entire unanimity in the profession ax
to the necessity for it.  While of course
mortuary  statistics are regarded as indis-
pensubfe, it is now considered that reports
of the prevailing, and especially of the
infectious diseases, in fixed localities, will
be of more practical value than even the
mortuary returns, This was pluced strong-
ly before Sir John Macdonall during the
Jast =ession of the House, cspeciaily by
Dr, Church, of Gttawn, during the inter-
view accorded by Sir John to the special
committee nppointed to bring before him
the desirability of having a Dominion
Health Bureau established.

From time to time wo are in receipt of
s« crop bulleting,” expecially from Mani-
toba, giving reports of the condition of
the crops throughout the sountry. Isit
of any greater importance to have
frequent reports relating to the crops
thar it is to have reports relating to the
condition of the health of the people?
Certainly, to say the least, the latter
would prove of as much practical value
os the former. And the cost to the
country of the disoase reports would be
comparatively very little.

Two years ago, & plan for oblaining
fortnightly reports of prevailing diseases
was submitted by Dr. Playter, editor of
this JourNAL, which was endorsed at the
time by the profession in Ontario; in the
early part of this year, the sanitary
association of the Province of Quebec
recommended in & memorial to the De-
partment of Agriculture that the plan
shoul! be carried out, but, in accordance
with a previows alleration, that the



