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tion. This view of tho mattor is urtenablo; and I neei only
now repeat that in somte parts of the world it is still the f'ahion
to treat inflammnations by copious blood letting, and that t is diffi-
cuit to imagine how the type of inflammation could have changed
in one country and not sn another. Thero can be no doubt that
much mischief was dono in former days by copios general blcc-
ings lainflammation. In or der to dimin ish effectally the quantity
of blood in tha inflamed part through the general circulation, it
is nccessary ta take such a quantity of blood that its quality bW-
comtes itmpoverished, wvhile the licart's action is weakened and
the reparativo powers of tho system are impaired. But thesaoni
objection docs not apply to local blcedings. In inaniy of the in-
flammations at or near th surface of thobody vhich como under
the notice of the surgjon, the affect of local bleeding in relieving
pain, diminihiug congestion, andot therwiso moderating the in-
tenAty of the inflammatory procesa, isso immediato and marked
that it is difficult ta account for the noderin antipathy to blood-
letting in any foras. It is argued that the loss of even a small
quantity of blood weakens the entiro system, and especially im-
pairs the vitality of the înflamed part, but such statements have
bean chiefly advanecd by vriters who have had little or no oi-
perience of blood-letting themselves, and are, as 1 think, contrary
to the ovideneo of our senses, whilo repeatedly you will have oc.
canion to observe that o congestion ai the bris or of the lungs
is at once relievedl by a natural hemorrhage--by a copious epis-
taxis or lhmmaoptysis. Thorae isono important dîdiereneo, hoever,
as regarda local bleeding, botwoeon an iiflammation ofsone internal
orgon and one on the outer surface of the body. In the latter
case thero is no difficulty in undsteranding how local bleeding
diminishes the quantity of blood in the inflamsed part, but it is
not so in the former. Yet, on calm consideration, yotu must se
thÇat it is not necessary for local deplotion ta oct beneficially that
it should do sa througih the general circulation. It may do so
through the nearest arterial trunk, which is in common to the
external surface and the inflamed organ. The intoreostal artory
can only transmit a cortain amount of blood, and weon the blood
i mada to flow from its superficial branches, less will go to tht,
dooper branches. But wlatever bo the explanation, thero cati
bo no doubt of the clinical fat that the intensity of inflammation
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