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THE INCREASE OF CANCER.

We are again reiinded of the steady
increase in the nortality froi cancer
by a communication to the Manchiester
Medical Society. Mr. Rioger Williams
lias brouglit together a series of figures
to prove that the -increase in the
deaths fron ail causes, and that simîilar
conditions are observed in iost civil-
ised countries where statistical recor(ls
have been kept. Mr. Williamns is of
opinion that the increase cannot be
accounted for by "inprovcd diagiosis
or other casual error-." The British
Medical Association has long held a
siiilar opinion. lin 1887 and 1888
the Council of the Association drew
the attention of the Registrar-General
to the steady increase in the mortality
from cancer, and begged that mneasures
miglit be taken to obtain more dfitailed
infornhtion regarding the conditions
in which the disease proved fatal.
Especially it desired " the tabulation,
through a course of years, of the can-
cers of each part of the body separately."
It was thought that such a tabulation
would soon discover whether the can-
cers of all parts alike are increasing
in frequency, or whether the increase
is taking place in the cancers of certain
tissues and organs; and by these
means a clue might be obtained to
some, at least, of the causes which de-
termined the occurrence of the disease.
Dr. William Ogle replied on behalf of
Registrar-General, and his reply did
not hold out any hope of more detailed
statistics than have been.hitherto pub-
lished. We are, therefore, a little
surprised that Mr. Williams has dis-
covered from- the, reports of, ihe
Registiar-Gen er1 lit teies;
has not been confine*d to any pariular
organ; all the usual seats' of the
disease have participated 'in it, the
commoner ones, however, .in. a less
degree than the others." So far as we

are aware, there are no reliable figures
or materials on which such a state-
ment can rest, But we are glad that
the attention of the profession 'lias
becn once iore called to the increasing
nortality from tiis terrible di.eiise,
which not mierely kills nierlv twenty
thousand persons in the course of a
sigle year in England and Vales
anone, but kills the vast miijority of
tiiem by slow and cruel torture enon-
tinued during a long series of ionlis,
sonlét'Ies of vears. And we hope
that representations will le once more
nade to the govertinment, for further

statistics as are needed cau only Ie
olbtain.d by steady application and
sone outlay of mouey during a series
of years. The inquiry mùust of neces-
sity, fron the character a1nd slow pro,
gress of the disease, be tedious and
long in bearinîg fruit. These probably
are amîong the causes which have
hitherto debarred the governiment from
expending as imucht labor and msoney
as wouid be unhesitatingly bestowed
on an inquiry into the causes of an
outbreak of diphtheria or typhoid fever
in a country town or village .- 1riish
Mledical Jourim.

A NEWV MEICAL MARQUIS.

Dr. Matias Nlieto Serrano, founder,
proprietor and editer of the leading
Spanish niedical paper, El Sigl[
Mledico, bas had the title of Marquis
of Guadalorzas conferred on hin "in
recognition of the nuierous and emi-
nent services -rende-erd by hni to
science, to his country, aiid to the
state." The Marquis of Gunaleras,
who is now 80 years of, ag, iastbëen
a. member of thSe o ,yal ba.n
.âécdemy f Meli CUMiinee 1,839 an'
h',e -Perptu eS&rét f ùtat
Ierebidy f< tirtyiine yeure. H e
lias also been a member of the Council
of Public Instruction for nuarly
twenty years. He is the author of
numerous works on " Medical le-
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