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On 26th: I went. to-day to, another swarup where I found quite a'
number of' aphides, ail on the stems of aider, some so low down as te be
under the grass. There was also, one. butterfiy flying, but 1 could flot
catch it. I got, however, one -egg, which I mail to Mrs. Peart. There is
a smali Syrphus fly grub which devours the aphides far faster than does
Tarquinius. I took 6 from the twigs of aphides which I send you to-day.
These grubs stick the wool from the aphides upon their own backs, and
are often difficuit to, detect.*

"lAfter second moult, I. find the iarvae crawling naked on the 11mb
seeking for fresh supplies of food; then they again spin a web, which
they leave after the aphides are consumed. I do flot think they spin
after third' (the iast> moult. They then go about very quickly.
There are four species of ants guarding the aphides on the aider,
and I find fewest Tarquinius larvae among those guarded by the black
and red ones I before told y0U of though the butterfiies do not seem.
to fear them in the ieast. The fema~ie iays her eggs generally close to, or
arnong a bunch of aphides, but oc'casionalIy on the leaf, if it rests on. the
aphides. The latter do not feed upon leaves uniess just at the
junction of them. On putting in a fresh suppiy for the larvae they at
once burrow under and devour the aphides from the under sie, unless
after third moult, when the larvae eat roads througb, but still from the
under side, their backs covered with wool from the unlucky aphides. 1
think the wool prevents 1eating from above, for I noticed the larvae eat
the red aphides from cherry from the back, or wherever they seized
them."

Aug. 3oth: Each steà lias to be cieared of ants, some species of
which flot oniy bite sharpiy enough to, draw blood, but also sting, and cnt
off with a knife, the- siightest jar often knocking.off the aphides and such
larvae as are flot in webs. Then there is what I take to be a Syrphus
larva which bas to be removed, as it devours twvice as many aphides as
do the Tarquins. These lie under the aphides, often in a web of the
2'arquinis, and are very difficuit to, find.»

Sept. 3rd: "lLast night I saw a Tarquin just ont of egg and watched
it for over an hour spinning a web close to and almost under a lar~ge
Syrphtis grub. So I do not suppose these grubs injure the Tarquins: Ii
crawled under the miouth. of the grub and over its back, without the least

Syrphus-fly grubs. See Harris, p. 248.
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