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ence of the Normal schaols, whose pupils, it should be added, had
already labured with matked succesa in seveind pats of the district,
The mounetary affiirs were geneally managed in a satisfactory
manuer, a few municinalities eveepted.
The total number of scholars in the district was 7475.

(7o be continued.)

Notices of Books and Publicalions.

Vienser.~-La Pranciade, peéme en dix chants, pricédé d'une
introduction pur M. Jules Jumn. Pans, 1863.—1 vol. 12mo.

A cntical review of this botd and novel attempt at an epic appears
in the Revue de Uinstruction Publique. 1t Gom the pen of M.
Géruzez, who 15 more favorably disposed towards the wak than
the oiher ciitics.  The reviewer concludes as follows : ¢« What we
can say with assurance is that the Franticede did not fiutizue us,
while it surprised amd bore us along mresistab'y. It has fine
descriptions of places and battles, eloquent speechies, and stirring
scenes § it moves quickly and—a rare thing i these days—u bas
a commencement, it muadle and g emd—:i slarling poim. a covrse,
an amm. [ boldiy affirm that the thitd cido istro'y epie. B
what lias Kept us in 2 continual siate of excitement 1s the sustained
{ire of the octogenary poet.®

DE Putnesque.—Recueil de poésies par M. Ad. de Puibusque.
Paris, 1863 — 18mo, vi 336 pp.

Severa! of these poems were written on Canadian subjects, or
dunng ine sojoucn of the author in this country. Those acquainted
with Freuch Cauadiau literature will remewber Les Coufeurs du
Cunadn and Stad iconé.  After more serions stdy and the pablic-
ation of his compared history of the French amd Spanish literatores
M. de Puiburque had devoted lumseli with incremsed energy 1o
the muse, and ;1 was in his last woments that he prepived the
present volume for publicatton~a work which he dut not hive 10
see stccomphished.

Lr Foven Caxaviey. The numbers far Augus:, September and
October have just appeared wwgether. They coqlam the couclusion
of the wemarkable biogrptical study on” Bishop Plessis, by the
Rev. abbé Ferand, and poatey which'the editors believe they can
rightly auribute to the late Alv. Angnste Sonlard. i

Les Beavx Anvs, journal lilléraire des arls, des sciences ¢f de
Uindustrie. Boucher et Manseau, Publishers, Moutreal.

This pretty periodical, which has now reached its sixih number,
usnabiy eomams two, and spmetimes four, pages of music and ~x

pages of letter-press.  Besides the mombhiy summary and miscel--

lauy, the present issne contmns i anteresting skeich of the hile of
Panasani with anecdotes, poetry and cntieal essays.

Nuvew.—¢ Exetcises on the French past paniciples,” by M-
Bmmeau adapted for the use of English students, by G. A. Nevew
32 pp. 12v0. Loudon, Rolanda.

The past participle 1= the stumbliog block in French grammar.
It isa very wreat difficaliy to French scholars themselves ; and
withowt the use of a speesd treatire, foreigners could not expect 10
overcome it.  Bonneau’s works on grnmfu::r are amung the best
that have beer recenly pub ished i France, andd the adaptation of
his exeraises on the partwiples 10 the use of Eughisit students vill,
we have no doabt, prove of greal advantage 1o them.

Darev.~¢ The Studeats Companion or Elementary Lessons and
Encicises in translating from English into French,? r'cnrrangcd and
culurged, by Professor . J. Darey, M. A, p. 143, 1Smo.” Mont-
rcnl,?\liilcr. ’

The want of u small, well arianged Manuval, as a text-book in
teaching Freach to English puptls, hadt for 20 {owg time Leew feht
by Professor Daiey, who has churge of that depaitment m the
McGril Normal Schiool.  Having a1 last met wnh® the < Youns
Students Campauion,™ published at Plula-delplua in 1853, he found
that, with a few modifications, this book would answer e pur-
pose. Having wseii it hunse!f with gremt smisfaction, hie has pre-
pared this new and improved edition, whicl iu our opinion witl be
most valuable in assisting students 10 overcome the many dufii-
culties existing in the ansiation of Engush ino French.

Ascuur~¢ Voices from the Hearth,” a collection of verses. by
Jsidure G. Ascher, B. C. L, 168 p. 12mo. Monirexl ; LovellmNew
York ; Appletun. i

Must of the poatry contained in this neat little volume has been
alseady pubiished in the Montreul newspapers—some in this jour-

nal, Wegive afew specimens selected from among the picces
which we think may interest our readeres.

[u pernsing the book, every one will be struck with the absence
of any allusion 1o Our Redeemer, ur to any subject connected with
the Chsieting fuith,  « The tiaveller aml the tiee,” a parab'e fiom
the Talmud, «¢ Bsther? and e verses to the memory of Lady
Montefiore with an Hebrafe epizraph will acconut for this, by reveai-
ing the fact that the auther stauds altogether by the Ol Tesiament—
by that creed which 1the Lower Canadian legiszlature b, befure
the Union, and 10 advance of 1that of any other country, relieved
from ali pohtical desabilities.

Much talent ;unl o great facility for variery of styles displayed in
the work. ¢« Pysmahon?’, among other poems, shews a remank-
able depth and ongmality of thouzht, couple:d with great vigour of
expiession. ¢ False,” ¢ Who cares 22 anid « Merchandize,?® prove
that the anther, when in a satirical mood, can make o formidadle
use of the Juvenatian whip ; while mvst of the other poems are of
the sweetest elegiac style.

« Saul,®* by Mr, Hevysege, the two volumes recently poblished
by Mr. Sangeter, and the charming poems of Mrs. Leprohon
togellier with this volume, already form a nucleas of Angzio-Cana-
dann portry whieh 1 not 1o be despised ; we hope ihe author wiil
w10 ner lnerature by other and equally viwuable contabutions.
The tollowing remaiks on Ivneal poxiry are chppad from Mr.
Ascher’s prefuce @ they desecve the attention of our readers.

Now, my interview with this sternly-visaged acquaintance has sug,
geswed me o few thonghts regarding Ixtical poetry and 313 influence-
which T shall endeavor to embody iu plain | roge, instead of in measured
couplets,

1tis impossib'e 1o give an exhaustice definition of minor pocms. They
may be Zompr sed under 1he names of ballads, legeads, sorgs, odes,
hymas, and lyrics.  They are pearly all distingaishied by brevity, and
generlly tun on an emotion, thonght, incident, or event. Ne Giles
liappily characterizes them, when he re.. -.ks that 2 sunple song islike
a comjressed deamay and wiuhinsthe vircle of theze songs we have im-
pulses from cvery stage of hz;c, from e pertmbations  f yonth to the
chitls of myce.” Al true minor poems, or we shall call thene tytici—for
this word presnpposes that which contiibutes to iherwr perfection, namely
melody —~must e spontancous, and therefore nataral. The w.iter must
foel his thonght before giviage it expression.  artitice of words, pomyp of
metaphor, ndd to its beatw~, but it is the vivida vis auimi throwa into it,
which gives it vitahiy and makes it enduring.  Conscquently, all favo-
rite lyrics do not, as we are apt 10 Sappose, owe ther snccess to_llgo
captice ¢f 1he world, or to the tame of their authors ** The Butial of Sir
John Moore nt Coranna” is fumitiar 10 all, but [ am not aware that ils
composer, C. Woulfe, was particulacly celebrated as a port.  The certain
distinctive oxceliencizs then which, in my opinion, have made miaor
poems popular, are caracstness and truthfulucss. They must not only
, hroceed from *he intetiect, bat atzo flow from the et The secret of
Lord Byrou's fame, is that his thoughts plow with fecling. Noue of us
are in love with lus preactings, bis morals, phitagophy, or morbil vicws
of markind; buat the impassioncd melody, and particalarly the fervid
waunih of his words, awake our symparhies and excile our ¢moLioas,
antil we are apt  exclaim, © O that shiz genius had possested she picty
of Cowper and the phitosophy of Montgomery, aad the:e gentlanen the
genius of Byron!”

There i3 an ancedote related of George I, who bring asked to patro-
nize the pocets, only cussed them, rewarking, thit & they were all a set
of mechanics.™ Iam afrand s remuiks apply 1o masy of our modern
wooers of the muse. We have in onr mudst it deal of vague, ms1y poetry,
which sequires a concentratiun of ourfacullies to understand aud appre-
ciate; fine intellecrunl mechamcal compositions, which might as well
have bern written in prose. ot true poem, as { comprehend the mat-
1er, ought 1o thell and airest the mind on pecusiag it. Anstotle, more
thau two thousand years ngo, informed us, 1that 2 poet must_either pos-
stss frenzy or arl. A minor poem all art is merely *a sad mechanic
excreise”” A minar poem all freazy, with little or 1.0 ar?, mnust seach and
move onr sensibilitics, and thus fultil the purpose fur which it was com-
posed.  In my opivion] medioceity may be tolerated ina puem imbued
wah real and not sham fecting, in spite of Horace's azsertion to 1he con-
trary. ‘Ihns, good Iyrics excite the common heart of humauuy, becaase
thiey contrin

¢ The muzic 10 whose tone
The common puise of man keeps tiree,
Iu cot or ¢astle’s mnrth or mioan,

In cold or sunny clime.”?

Long descriptive, dramatic, or epic poems, from their very length, will
only find their fitand few audience. This bigher poetry will always
prove a jey forever to highly culiivated ninds; but lyrics that * base
perfeciion commensurate with their aim, a finish in proportion 10 bre-
vite, which are cither *simple, sengous, 0F passiounte,’ are common
toall ages and in all times, and, by awakening maw's lofiier impulecs
and purer cmoltions,  fude not into whe Yight of common day)” bud, like
the soul tramn which they proceed and the imperishable forms of nature
heiself, arc unckangeable and cternal!
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