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interests of rdgo.Such iz what %ve
should aim at rnaking our visits to the
homes of our people. We should
bear in mind that we go to, theni on a
speciallyreligious mission. Wherever
we find those who, are manifestly in
the danger and misery of a lost and
perishing condition, we shouki seek
to drive the arrow of conviction deep
into their h'èarts. We should seek to
arouse the careless, to awake those
who are asleep in sin, and to beware
of hcaling slightly the soul that is
woundcd by conviction of sin. We
should make the full free tersonal
offer of salvation through Christ
to, everyone wlîo ivili accept of it.
We should warn prof essing Christians
against a mere fermai religion, and
urge the true child of God, to growvth
in knowledge and in grace. We
should instruct the young, and seek
t.o win themn to an early faith in the
Saviour. We should seek to, bring the
cornforts of the Gospel to, the mourn-
ing and bereaved, minister wisely to,
the sick, and seek that the dying miay
be cheered. with a good hope of
heaven.

Very tenderly should we seek to, do
ail this, so that those with -%vhom wve
dleal may flot be rcpellcd froru us, but
rather drawn towards us, assured that
we are seeking their highest welffare.
But we should do it with great fidelity,
remembering that Ilthe blood of souls
may be required at our band." Such
I believe is the truc idea of pastoral
visiting. As ministers let us airu at
it, and teach our people to, look for
andl expect it at our hands.

il. As mninisicrs c sliozdd ?ra/ize
thje need of Pastoral visitation. Thze
mninister lzimsc/f nords il.

Ordinarily a minister will flot be an
edifying prLacher unless lie does a
certain amouint of pastoral work. He
wviii be kept at a distance froin bis
people. He will not be in living
syrnpathy Nwith thern. He wvill not
be familiar with their circumstances,

and wants, and failures, their sorrows
and trials and cares, and without
this knowledge of bis people, and
without this vital sympathy with them
lie wvill flot be able to suit his pulpit
ministrations to their circumstances
and needs. The minister, therefore,
needs to be among his people tha-.
he may know them better, love theni
more, and be able to, suit his teaching
to their wants.

Bit/fir/zer, the j5 opie nced such visit-
ing. Even many who are p5rofessing;
Christians nced it. 1 believe those
who are in the full communion of tbe
church, and wvho are able Sabbath b),
Sabbath to attend the means of grace
should neyer make demands upon
their niinistcr fer visits or calis. They
should rather spend wvhat tirne and
effort they can in helping the minister
to, do the work for others, and thus
leave himn as fret as possible to
minister privately to the aged and
infirm wvho cannot attend the public
means of grace, to, the careless who

jneglect them, and to tbe young whomn
Ihe may wish to, sec in the full com-
munion of the church. But as things
are, wc find that many church menibers
do need the stimulus of an earnest
pastoral visit. Thcy need to be
stirred up to, better things.

But especially do the mnullitude of
t/hose who are cardaes ana indifièrent àn
regard to rdei&iolmn zcd to be vzsiteid iz
their homes. MUany of these corne fot
ncar the sanctuary. They shut themi-
selves out from the public hearing- of
the Gospel. They are on the high-
way to, perdition, and appear wholly
heedless of the danger. O, should
flot the minister of Christ pity such,
and seck, by carnest prayer and re-
peated visits and fervent appeais, to
secure their conversion, and by' the
grace of God to, lead them to repent-
ance, and win them to, faith. And
further the young, the aged, the sick,
the infirm, and the dying, ail necd the

j nost tender and faithful attention on


