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MAGNIFY LT.

BY REV. JA'MES HASTIE, LINDSAY, ONT.

MAGNtFv what? Magnify the Gospel
rnistry. Why? on what grounds?
-On the threefold ground of its origin,
its dignity, its design.

Its origin is Divine. CCNo man
-taketh this hanour unto hiniseif, but
he that ivas called af God, as wvas

Arn." Heb. v. 4.
Tecal], like the office itself, ema-

mates fromn ail three Persans in the
Godhead. From the Son, wvho pro-
mnised ta the apasties, just befare bis
-departure, "«La, I arn with yau ai-j way, even unta the end." Matt. xxviii.
i9. And having asc-ended He gave
as bis inestirn-ble legacy ta the
Churcli, "lSome, apasties; and same,
evang*elists; and some, pastars and
teachers." Eph. iv. i i. Frorn the
.fat/ertoa,wliosent hisownSan as the
chief mninister of the sanctuary, and
the niadel preacher for ail times and
dispensations; and through Elim gave
ta the Church ta the end ai time,
'Thrc ministryof recancilatian." Fromn

the Z?'/y G/z.st, too, it emanates, for
I-le it is ivho, calis ta the office, who
endowvs the candidate with ail neces-
caIry equiprnient, guides and diri'tts ini
tlic work-, an1d blesse-s ta goad results
ail bis labours.

The sacred office is thus traced di-
rect up ta the very faotstaol af the
e:tcrna1 throne; and ta each Persan
of the Trinity owes equal honour and
service; and by it each of these three
adorable Persans is severally and
equally glorifled.

Such being its arigin, what is the
dinz'ty af the Christian mninistry., and
its grandeur?

ILs dignity is cammensurate with
the Divinity of its arigin. No earthly
honaur or exaltation can for a nma-

Sment compare with it. This it is
ivhich engaged the time and energies
af the Lard oi Glory Hin-iseif when
on earth, and furnished Himi with
supremnest deiight; is charged with
with the cure ai immortal sauls; is
ordained for the renovation of the
warld, and its restaratian ta its origi-
nial siniessness ; and is the channel
af communication for God's grace
and truth ta man, and man's barnage
and devotion ta God in return. In
a word, its province encompasses the
interests ai ail three worlds-heaven,
earth, and liell ; and is the direct me-
dium ai intercaurse between mian and
bis 'Maker.

Nowv, assuredly, it is af prime mo-
ment that bath those who minister,
and those ministered unta, shouid
alike passess just and loftyconceptians
ai the dignity and importance af this
Divine institution. It will elevate the
standard af Cbristian consisteincy a-
mong the clergy themselves. It will
brace up ta hfigher aimi and endea-
vour al] young candidates for the
office. Lt wiil do niuch toward ele-
vating the people abave those secula-
and mnercenary notions ai churcb-

membeshipand church obligations
vhicb characterize 50 niany. It wiIl
contribute mucb taward that cbarity,
a nd unity, and harrnony, so befitting
Christ's rnystical body. And itivauld
bce an unanswcrable argument before
the world an behaif ai Christianity
and its Divine Author.


