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The Jews in Persia call theuiselves I3eni-Tsrael, whîch accords with tite
Bible account of the captivity of the Israelites in "the c*ties of tiht
Medes," bythe river Gozan,e' which may bc the Gu>.uI-UJztn, the loilg.
est river of Mtedia. ShahpOor II. transported Jews from Arnienia to
Persia.

The Jews now fouud ini the limits of ancient Media are in the westernî
part, baviug been driven there by Tamerlane. Starting at the northwost-
cmn border, we find theni in Salmas, Oroomiah, Suldooz, Sonjbuilak,
Mianunab, Sal<kus, Senna, Ke-.maushah, Ramadan> and other places. in
Azerbijan there are twelve hundred. and thirty heuses of Jews. They are
found also in Tehieran, Kashan, Khorasan, and Ispahan.

These remunants have survived the persecutiens of centurir 3. Tabriz
has noue exccpt a few straugers. The cause is that old slander wliici, is
constautly renewed even iii the present day and in Europe. It was re.
ported by sorie renegade Jews that the Jews had killed a missing M1oliain-
miedan child and drunk his blood. The late Kala-Begi narrated how the
police snatched a Jew, thus accused, from the hands of an infuriatel
mob, 'which followed himn inte the courtyard yelling for his blood. The
Kala-Begi bastinadocdl bim te appease the mob, and afterward told the
English consul, who, remonstrated with him for beating au innocent mian,
that it wvas the only way to -save i alive fromn the mob. At tliat tirne
the Jews led from Tabriz.

A somewhat similar affair occurred ini Oroomiah in Dr. Pcrins
time. A Mehammnedan infant was fonnd. dead before a; Jew's door. The
latter wvas accuscd of murder and arrested. The Mehammedans collected
in an angry mob, and for several days surrounded the governor's palace,
deruanding that ail the Jews sbould be put to, death. To appease tlhe inol',
the Jew was delivered to theni, beheaded, and bnxned.

In Meshed, the ancient Tus, the Jews have resided. for centuiriesq. It
was eue of their rabbis who, made the first Persiau version of any part of
the Bible in the eighth or teuth century. They coutiuued there near the
sacred shriue of th e Enaum Reza, until several decades ago a report was
spread ifhat the Jews had Jcilled a dog in ridicule of the ceremnonies of the
Festival of Sacrifice. A xnob rose, lrilled a Jew, tore down some of their
dwellings, and finally gave the Jewg the alternative ef Islam or the smord.
ln fear of dcath they accepted an outward profession of Islami.

At ]alfurush, in Mezanderan, in 1866, a massacre of Jews occurred.*
The cause w&- perhaps, a lack of rain. For this an efficacious reîncdy
was sîipposed te bc the disinterment and scattering broadcast of the dust

* Sec Mormscy'à "Through the Cancainu and Perala."


