
TIIE MONTIILY CONCERT 0FP MISSIONS. [eebr

ln their long kaftans and peyoth (sie
curis eithcr side the beard), eageriy and
respectfully discussing the dlaims; of
Christ, some of whom. gratefuily au-
ccpted the New Testament, whicii but a
fcw years ago they would flot even
touch with tioir hands, regarding it as
an unclean thing. I cannot bore enter
into tire causes whichi by the overruling
providence o! God have brouglit this
change about, but I may just enumer-
ate them :

I. It is the outeome of nearly a cen-
turyfs prayerful toit on the part of Jew-
ish missions and societies, some of
whom, alas 1 have not continued long
in their first love and meal. and are now
in danger of degenerating into more
Corganizations." What sielhas sown.

in tears more than baif a century ago
the Ohurch of Christ is noi, permitted
to reap in joy. It is a remarkabie fact
that however mucir interest in the Jew-
isir mission cause lias lacked in quan-
tity, it hias flot lacked in qziality. The
sympathies of some of tire holiest as
well as the ablest o! tire servants of
Christ ithin tis century lias been on-
listed in this trifly Christ-lke work, so
fuîl of hope for the worid and in regu.
lar blessing to tire Churci hierself.
While pain! ufly consl5Çous of the lade-
quacy and sometimes questionable
means and metlrods adopted, I amn
struck, la studying tire history of Jew-
ish missions, with tire âmount of self-
sacrlflcing love, devotion, and sanctified
ability 'which bave been brouglit to this
task. Take as an instance the "Pale
of Settlcment" in Darkest Russia, on
whichi a great deal of interest lias re-
cently been centrcd, and where, as we
bave scec, :about four millions of Jews
are to be found. Lot it mlot be forgot.
ten that for nearly forty years, from
1817 tili tire missiouarics wcre suddenly
cxpelled at the outbrcak of the Crimean
War in 1854, it -%as perbaps the most
hopeful and bicssed of missions workcd
by the oldcst Englishi Society, in whi-.h
men lir-e Rabbi Schrwar-zenberg, N. Solo-
mon, Rosenfeldt, Goldinger, Hoff, Alex-
ander 31cCaul, Reichardt, Z. W. Bock-

er, and a score of others Jess known,
devoted their best energies with remarir-
able success, so that, apart from, the
hundrede of baptismes, by nreans of
many temporary stations, itinerant mis-
sions, and a mission press, the whole
region was penetrated with evangelical
truth, and in a comparatively short time
over 15,000 New Testaments, 10,000
Old Testaments, and more than 100,000
tracts setting forth tire dlaims o! Jesus
in a manner adapted to Jews were circu-
lated. I sometimes hear it sald that the
most notable conversions from among
Jews-my frîends Josephi Rabinowitz
and Rabbi Lichtenstein for oxainple
-are not the results o! missions to
the Jews, but o! the study o! the New
Testament. Every conversion, if truc,
is directly tihe resuit of tire Word o!
God applied by thre Spirit of God ; but
how came it tirat Rabinowitz and Lichr-
tenstein had New Testaments to, read ?
Until tis century, until the Jewish
mission saw to its translation and print-
ing, there was no Ilebrew New Testa.
ment for use among tire Jews.

II. Secondly, I 'want to record rny
conviction, based upon experlence, tirat
the testimony o! Rabinowitz among the
orthodox Taimudical Jews ln Rassis,
and o! Rabbi Lichrtenstein amzrng thc
more educated Reformed Jews ia Airs-
tria-1Rungary and Gcrmnny, lias heipcd
not a littie in biriagiag about the change
wlrich I bave indicated. The impor-
tance of tue tcstimony and exaniple o!
these two mon and its cifeot upon the
Jewish nation Gentile Christians are
scarceiy able to gauge. There is suffi-
ont reason to believe tint there are
ot.her rabbis and leaders of Jewisir
tlrought convincod tint Josus is thie
Christ, though as yet ]acking thre cour-
age to confess flim, openly. A fcw
ycars ago I mot in tihe Austrian capital
an intcrosting young Jew, evidentiy a
believer in thre Lord Jesus. 'Whiio in
thre Yeshiva (Talmudical college) nt
Presburg, his mind wa.s exercised wIth
M1essianie passages ln thre Oid Testa-
ment, o! which ire could obtain no sat-
lsfacLory explanation ia th(- Jewish
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