
:.bove the sea, severai of them having extinet craters and streams of lava,
wh'lose surface is in some places as yet unbroken. The hlis, valieys, and table.
lands of this higiand region are heaithfui, the climiate is dehgbtfuitii
range of the thermometer beiug oiy f rom 40 to 85 degrees Fahrenheit. Die~
scenery is stiperb and the lands exceedingi1y fertile. Tlhere are two sensons,
the rainy and the dry; in the latter the skies n-e mostly unciouded, but tle,
miountain streamis and lakes supply the necessary mioisture, and the zrop,.
are abundant. In the more sandy plains irrigation, wvhich, is easily practicedl,
giives enornious resuits.

The waterslied is nearer to the east coast than to the west, and wvhiie thl.
streams descending the easterui slope of the motintains are nîostly moun.
tain torrents, neyer navigable more flia frorn six to tcn muiles, those fall.
in- into the Mozamibique Channel fron- the western siope are mucl longer,
andi some of theni, lbaving a circuitous course, are navigable from 80 to lou
miles.

Madag ascar is very ricli in minerai wcaitb. Goid, silver, lead, copper,
tin, and iron of the best qualities; antimony, pluinbago, and othier inetals
and minerais abound. Coal, both anthracite and bituminous, exists in greut
quantities, and diamionds have been discovered. As the gover~nnent claim
ail mnineraIs and metals, these have not been largeiy worked. Mdgsa

ba n ,lre or ferocious wviid animais; its quadrupeds are neariy allCU
liar to the isiand, and consist of many genera and species of lemjurs (whichi
belon- to the monkey faniily), several species of ant and other inseet-eatir,,
a smail hippopotamus, civet cats, a number of uodents, and thte aIC-ayc.
Thiere are many reptiles, lizards without number, one species of crocodile,
iguanas and geckoes, as wvell as several pythons, mostly cf the Amnerican
or anaconda type. Birds are numerous, and for the miost part are of be.,ti.i
fui plumage. Some of the species are finle song birds, but very few birdls or
prey. Thiirty-three genera and more than 50 species are peculiar to tie
isiand, anti a somewhat ]arger number are found in Africa or Polynesia albo.
Fisi are abundant alon- the coasi, and in the rivers there are many pectiliar
f resh-water species. The domestic animais have been largely introduccd.
The jiora of Madagascar is abundant, and there are about 700 out of nÙ,OU0
genera and spiý,cies wvhich are peculiar to the isad. Many of its flowvers are
of 'vonderful beauty. Ti-e trees are largeiy indigenous and peculiar. Xuclit
of the tituber is very valuable, and some of the products of tîte forest are of
grreat commercial importance. ? mong these are five or six trees and villes
producing caoutchouc, somne of it said to be the finest in the world, tîte
pepper andý, tle tallowv tre-ýs, the copal trec, the sago palm, the aloe,
many species of figs, tlhe pomegranate, tbe tamarind, quassia, Suigar Cane,
and other shirubs; the manioc, several species of arrowroot, andti iany
other edibie roots and tubers abound, wlie of the cereais thleir rice i..,
unsurpasbcd, and wheat, millet, Indian corn, and bariey are largeiy pro-
duced.

Ethnology and tribal divisions. The aboriginal race, now nearly or quite
extinct, caile bere froii the African coast. Tley wvere calied Vaquimlba,
and were probabiy Zulus or Kaffirs. The existing inhiabitants are of two
afliiated races, bofli from. Polynesia or Eastern Mala.ysia. The first niii.ra-
tion of tilese, comprising- most of the coast and somne of the interior tri bes,
niust have come to thle island about the beginning of the Christian era.
They drove the Vaqutinba into the interior, but there were extensive inter-
marriages betwveen thein, and also wvitix the slaves whvlo were brouglit iii great
numbers from the East African coast. These tribes, of whichi the Sak-alava
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