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Wc find traces of the workiiîî of (4iod's hiand wvhere ive littice xpect it.
In Central China the Nestorians liad their mllisons, ichel for a tilluo %crrc
largely successful ; and the Malabar coast lias t.o Ibis dav is sei;tt. L-if

natives belongin-g to the Syrian Cliturch, or, as they often cafl theinselvcg,
the Christians of St. Thomas. God's providence has watched over thc;ua,
or they would certain]y have suecumibed to tlieir difficulties ; for tlwev hlave
been hemniied in by heathenism and under subjeetion in civil allairs to)
none but pagan raiers. lad there becii no giiidi&ng Divinc biaud, tile
Syrian Church in India couil- nover have ibeen preservcd througiout ý:O
nlany centuries.

'fliecearliest Christian settiienits in South India arc probabiv the seveii
chutrclîcs whicil arc traditionally saidl to have been fouidfed by thte pth
Thomas.

wlien thiey first caille iii contact with Eniropeani voyagers theywevre Ne.q-
torian in doctrine, alld bad becît, so for a thousand years or nmore. It ivias
onIy ini 166.5~, wlbcu the Iloinîaists prevcntedl thecir cwnmiiiunicatiuti,- witlî tile
Nestorian patriarch, tlmt t.hcy becaine subjeet tW the patriarclh ofAui,
who is monophysite in doctrine.

lIn 1502> Vasco dle Gaina, the discoverer of the sen, route to Tuidin, vris
a second time sent ont by the. Xing of P>ortugal. On his arrivai a (deplta.
ti- of niative Christians froîîx rrnanoc ient to mieet Iimn withi ifis.
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otirselves with disagrecable things, no douhit God will make up to us aud
to the hecathen J'or oîir failure. To be sure, this contradiets the Bible, but
ive must not be " Bibliolaters," ive must modify our views of the inspira.
tiou and authority of the Bible so as to lit our flabby theology, and to siuit
the " new conditions" about us. This rocking-chair Father will not deal
strictly -%vith us, and Ilis hoiincss, justice, and trutit must not be ahlowed
to stand iii the wvay of the pleasure of lkls ercatures. Sucli are the vie ws
titat follow nnnuzingr sin, aud those who hold. suchl views can be persad-l
to give to missions onlly by hiarrowing stories of suffering, or by appeals
to their vanity, their covetousness, or their palates.

Back to the Bible, therefore, back to the Bible ! Alongc this one Hile
lie ail the promises of God. Along titis line ail the triumphs of the fait];
lhave been wvon. V/"hen wve ob)ey God -ive are guided by infinite idn,
ivlhen ive go our own ivay, foLowing our " Christian consciousness," w-e
are guided by our own folly. Infinite ivisdlom lias made no niistake iiil
no omission. The Bible is the one infahhibie and ali-suifficient raie of faithi
practîce. Its one purpose is to tnrn men to righiteousniess, and it ivilli nuL
do to say its teachings are inadeqnate for titis purpose, anJ other moutives
alaJ methods mnust bc uised.
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