FHEI CRRISEAYN

] destine this my soniit'such shalit : the
willof God, to be apreacher of that gos-
pel on which my own dearest opes rest,
and T shudl train him up for the ser-
vice of the sanctuary.” I s true this
purpose may be frustrated : inthe vro-
aress of education something vnenituble
to the szered office in theboy's capacity
or character may be developed ; e may
turnout a boy of dull parts, or of an ir-
veligioustamper ; but there was nothing
bluneable in the parent’s original pur-
pose; nay, it waspraiseworthy, zlthough
inthe end unfulfilled.  Ifthe hopes of a
parent, or of the Church, should thus
soinciimes be blighted by theincapacity
or mizconduct ot those who were in-
tended for its services—if we shouid
sometimes ¢¢ sow many seeds to raise
one flower’—this rather furnishes an
argument for the system which directs
the carly education of many for the sa-
cred office,that from the multitude those
way finally be selected, who shall be
best qualified for its daties. We are
further encouraged to this practice from
the well known efiect of education upon
the mind. This forms its habits. When
a youth has been for years devoted to
the contemplation of truth, and the ob-
servance of spiritval exercises, and the
acquisition of <kill forinvestiyation, rea-
soning aad persuasion, we way surely
hope that hic will be greatly superiorto
such as have never enjoyed these advan-
tages, and better qualitied asan Awbas-
sador of Christ ¢ to perstade men to be
reconciled to God’— to hecoire all
thizgs to all men that ke wmay gain the
more.”

Andif in every age of the Church
some cducational preparation for the
ministry has been deented necessary, @
tar higher degree is de.nandedin ourday.
when general knowledge is s widely
v]iﬂ'us;:;l, at least among the better clas-
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ses.  Numerows printed treatisox, illus-
trating the seriptures, and practical re-
ligion, are inthe hands of many, and
within the reach of all,  "The hinprove-
ment thence arising, requires a corres-
ponding advanee in the ministiztions of
the Christianpa-tor,  T'o be interesting
and profitable to his fiock, his instruc-
tions must take x wider raveeand strike
albigiher tore. Men are not now so pas-
sive and credalous, as they were wont
to be in ruder states of scciety, and he
who wounld cfiectunlly cnlighten and
persuade. must pot only 2ssign satisfac-
tory reasons, but also preseut them in
the most attractive forms. This will
maiie kigher demands on the abilities
and diligesice of the teacher.  Desides,
as Christian society advances in know-
ledge and refinement, it will bzcome
more exact and fustidious. It will re-
quire that public instruction be more
carelully prepared, and set forth with
that accuracy of order und strle, which
shall e agreeable to correct tastes and
caltivated understandings,  To provent,
therelore, the sacred office from falling
into disrepute andinutility, from the in-
competence of those who fill if, its
teachers st keep far in advanceof the
improvement of their age, aud be quali-
Led to assict and direct it

Ve might now proceed to consider
the acadeaical and collegiate means re-
witisite to ministerial preparation ; bat
weare adiornished to bring these ob-
servations o 2 clove for the prosent :
and this we mox do 3y insisting on a
point furmerly advaneed, that the duty
of proparing the Christian Ministry is
one inwhich Christian patents ought to
bz most deenly  concerned, since, from
it the funilies of the Church, its
future pasto.s aud teachers wust be
raised ep.  The Priestivod is not now.
as it was under the Mosale Economy,




