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Bees Doing WeII.

ALLEN PRJNGLE.
My bees are wintering gs woli as I

could wish se lar. They are ail in the
cellar repesitory with. the exception of
10 colonies which. are packed iu dry
saw-dust outside on thoir s'îimmer
stands. As I grew eider I fe3l lsss anîd
less iuclined te take two stop3 where
eue will de; and my initention new, is
this winter and next te test the matter
as te, whether there is more work iu
cennection with packing thom outsido,
or carrying them Ln tlh2 celiar andi cat.
If I can winter suiccessftiiy iii or ent,
the ouiy matter te bo sýettled is which
plan entails mosc work. I h.-ve a good
cellar repository whLih I have insed for
many years. It is immediately under
the kitchen and dining. room portion of
the dwelling, and is both dry and frost
proof, and is thoroughlv ventiiated. It
hoids wvithout crowding about 125
colonies. A few ýiears ago whesi miv
stock of bees considerably exc3eded
thsat number, 1 wintered the surplus
outside, and th,,~ge of sucess at-
tained wvas about the sanie in both con-
ditions. 0f late years, hewvever, as I
have beon keoping the stock below 100
colonies, I have wintered mnostly in the
cellar; but new propose te zet enite the
easiest plan, 'whichever that may prove
te be. 0f couirse the cellar is there
ready w ithout turtbr expense, and the
skeletea caseq-one fer each coionv-
wili cost something te get up, but once
coinpleted they, t6o, xviiI be ther,-. for a
life time. In wiutering .;utside I uï-d
te pack themn two, three or four tog'ethcir
in dry-goods boxes, with but few of
them isolated. I do net, however, lilze
that method, or the clamping, and pre-
fer each coliny te have its owni case and
packing. W'hen they are packed
Separately thc propor temperature of' the
coiony can th'-, more rendiiy, ba sectired,
as it is mucli more difficuit wlicn 1 lot

are packed together to get the packiné
se adjusted in quantity alpd otherivise
as to seure a uniform temperature for
a!!, and about the right degree of tem-
perature for ail. Whien each oe is by
itsoif these necessary ce)nditions may be
cempasscd wvith a reasonable degree of
accuracy and cjertainty. This is an
important point in outside wintering-
of sufficient importance te warrant the
extra expense and trouble of separate
cases and packing. The case ouglt to
be large enough to admit of 3 te 4 inches

eof packing on ail sides and in the bottom
with ronin on toi) for 6 to 8 inches; and
shouid ha se censtrîicted as te, exelude
rain and snow and keep the contents
dry. Trhe roof or cover shnultd, of course,
slant te shed water, and if it fits suugiikDy
it ought net to be painted ail over. The
middle portion of it, say a space 12, by
18 iuches, riiay be left bare on both
sides while the other portions of the
cover may be painted. This wvilI
facilitate the escap.- or evapuration of
the moisture froin within, wvhich wvill
be constautiy riiing through the dry-
saw-dust. TIle entrance of the hive,
say ene by eight itich3s, more or lems,
ouzSht'te be left wide open; but the
skeleton entrance while oDf the sanie
size ougit te be adjustable. MuseP,
(Zinth) ma*v be adopted from a single
bee space to the full hive entranet
This outside outrance înuy ba adjusted
frein time to time as miay be neces sa'y,
wbile the hive enctrance is lef t alone-
wvide epen. The outqide eiitrance. inust
be kepb clear of' ice. The. snow alone,
wiil not sinother, as the air pasges freel *
through Lt, buit sometimes -tee wlvi forin
iii the outranice eompiete!y. blocking it.
This rnust be loaked after. The ice lis,
however, given 116 trouble ar, il tiî
winter se, far %vith me. They appear te
be dry and nici, and in god forrn. Tho,3e
in the celiar are aise deinî- well. The

prospects for the corning seaqon are,
gozad. The clover was in gond condi-
tion in the fall, and th,, grent body of'


